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From the
CEO

Dear Friends,

“Talent is equally distributed, but opportunity is not.” 

-Leila Janah, social entrepreneur

This is one of my favorite quotes and a reminder that there are

students everywhere aspiring to achieve more after high

school, but the cost of a postsecondary education and the lack

of knowledge of the resources available are barriers. GRASP

advisors help students and families determine affordable

pathways to education after high school, and often share with

me stories of individuals overcoming incredible obstacles and

persevering to realize their potential. The students only

needed to know that pathways exist.

We appreciate serving as a partner in 51 school divisions

providing financial aid advising and scholarships, and in many

cases serving as a mentor during the college application

process. In fiscal year 2023 we met with more than 7,300

students and awarded more than $348,000 in postsecondary

scholarships. GRASP also provided more than $282,000 in K-12

Education Improvement Scholarship Program support.

We are grateful for your support. With you, we have been able

to change the trajectory of the lives of thousands of students.

At the start of 2024, GRASP became the lead partner in Mayor

Levar Stoney’s Pathways Scholarship Program in the City of

Richmond, designed to eliminate barriers to all graduating

seniors from going on to college. We look forward to reporting

on that exciting initiative soon. Stay tuned to our social media

channels and the newsletter.

Thank you for being a friend, partner and/or donor.  

Sincerely,
 

Todd D. Martin

President and CEO

GRASP Main Office Staff

Todd Martin, President & CEO 
Anne Michie, Chief Compliance &

Program Officer 
Patricia Gordon, Chief Financial Officer 

Paula Buckley, Director of Outreach 
& Public Affairs 

Patti Feyerabend, Assistant Director 
of Advising 

Lisa Herbert, School Liaison
Jessica Horswell, Program Manager 
Brenda Jackson, Advising Associate 

Millie Manley, Donor Relations 
& Human Resources 

Lauren White, Associate, Advising 
& Fund Development

Alexandria Osborne, Information Associate  
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Amir Crutchfield,   Armstrong High School 
& Richmond Technical Center



Our Mission & Purpose

OUR MISSION

Helping all students and their families, with a focus on financially
disadvantaged households, by:

Giving inspiration and hope that their goals are attainable;
Assisting them with the financial aid process and awarding
scholarships; and
Supporting them in the attainment of their post-secondary
goals at the lowest possible cost.
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OUR PURPOSE

The overall purpose of GRASP is to ensure that every student has an
equal opportunity for continuing education after high school,
regardless of financial or social circumstances.

One Specific Purpose. One specific purpose of GRASP is to provide
financial aid for the education of students residing in the
Commonwealth.

GRASP Alumna Dulce Estrada, Freeman High
School, Virginia Commonwealth University

“My high school GRASP advisors were amazing they guided

me in every step it took for me to attend college. They

helped me see the bright future that I had beyond high

school.”

GRASP Alumna Aniyah Cooke, Thomas
Jefferson High School, Virginia Tech

“I had little knowledge about the college application

process because I am a first-generation student. With

regard to financial aid and other scholarship opportunities,

GRASP was a huge help.”



 PROGRAMS
In-School Advising
Early Commitment (SOAR
Virginia®)
Summer Texting
College Success
Early Awareness for Middle
School Students 
Scholarships 
Speakers Bureau

Forty years ago, two visionaries
realized the need for an organization
that would assist high school students
with developing a plan for education
and training after high school. Former 

Our 40-year
Legacy

“GRASP was extremely helpful with applying to
colleges. My GRASP advisor worked with me to
fill out my financial aid and help find a school
that would fit my career goals and personality.”  
-GRASP Alumna Tanea Doswell, Randolph Henry High School,
Southside Virginia Community College, Longwood University
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Senator Walter Stosch, a longtime advocate for children, and Dr. Ray
Gargiulo, a career educator, made that vision a reality in 1983 when they
created GRASP. 

In 2015, GRASP received the Richmond
History Maker award from the Valentine
Museum, and in 2017, the organization
became one of the few nonprofits in Virginia
recognized by the Standards for
Excellence® Institute as having met all the
requirements for the Standards for
Excellence Standards Basics. GRASP has
also received consecutive 4-star ratings from
Charity Navigator since 2016.

GRASP aspires to continue pursuing its goal
of ensuring career and college access for all
for many years to come!



Laurie Deadrick
Carolyn Deekens
Cindy Didawick

Lurtie Dillon
Vera Dixon

Valena Dixon
Karen Doran

Julie Early
Cheryl Edlow

Jessica Edwards
Anne English
Susan Fayad

Marianne Feeney
Patti Feyerabend
Debra Fitzgerald
Melissa Flomberg
Eutanaha Fluker

Wanda Folk
Lyn Folk

Sarah Forest
Jane Francis
Jami Fussell

Patrice Gilliam
Phenie Golatt

Patricia Gordon
Dinah Gottschalk

Jackie Green-August
Heather Hagerman

Kevin Halligan
Dedra Hampton

Emily Hart
Barbara Hassett
Bettsy Heggie
Sarah Henry
Lisa Herbert

Charlene Herrala
Lynne Hess

Cynthia Hodges
Jessica Horswell
Jenny Howard
Sarah Hurley

Brenda Jackson
Caira James

Mikaela Jeffers
Heather Jenkins
Patricia Jiggetts

Janice Johnson
Gloria Johnson

Deborah Johnson
Michelle Jones

Cookie Jones-Cooke
Joannalyn Jordan

Hedy Keller
Maureen Kelly

Jeannette Kinde
Robin Kinder

Joyce King
Retsy Kitchen
Brittany Klein
Deborah Laine

Kelly Landan-Dyer
Ryan Landau
Sheba Lane

Cynthia Lassiter
Blair Lauver

Gabriele Lawson
Stacey Lawson

Barbara Leasure
Betsy Lemley
Carol Lemons

Taylor Leuthold
Glenda Lockhart
Mary Evans Lott
Sharon Mallory
Millie Manley
Todd Martin

Jackie McCool
Stephanie McCray
Mary Kay McCrea

Michelle McQueen
Judith Mehl
Beth Metcalf
Anne Michie
Jack Michie

Donna Millhouse
Barbara Moorefield

Sandi Morgan
Janie Moyers
Leeann Neely
Rise Nelson

Lori Noe
Karen Norsworthy

Robert Norvell
Selma Nuhanovic

Alexandria Osborne
Linda Paige

Dana Painter
Lindsay Paxton

Jill Phillips
Percy Pollard

Rebertha Pope-Matthews
Heather Potter
Paula Powell

Sherry Previtera
Howard Price

Brigid Prior
Sarah Prior

Colin Puckett
Jody Rambo

Anaisha Ramzey
Bonnie Reynolds

Downy Roberts-Gabay
Christine Samuels

Teresa Sanchez Greer
Sarah Scarbrough

Clara Schuster
Cait Seargent
Cathy Semel

Letitia Seymour
Rosalyn Shands

Tatiana Sizemore
Debbie Slaughter

Cynthia Smith-Williams
Jennifer Spain
Mila Spaulding
Denise Spears

Susan Stolzenthaler
Sue Straughan

Amy Swierczewski
Susan Teerlink

Barbara Threatt
Miriam Tice
Clare Tilton

Donielda Tripp-Leino
Cornell Turner

Renee Vandevander
Martha Vick

Elizabeth Wallace
Jeanette Wangler

Jerome Ware
Daphne Waring-Sorrell

Lance Warren
Jennifer Washington

Andrea Wassmer
Clarice Wesley
Lauren White

Melissa Whiting
Daniel Wiley

Dr. Teresa Williams
Joyce Williams

Gill Williams
Ricky Williams

Ernestine Wilson
Dana Wingfield

Debra Winn
Della Wood
Patty Wood

Linda Woodley
Sharon Yates

Ronda Zukowsky

Our People...past and present (advisors and staff)

Kelly Adams
Conchy Alvarez
Irene Andrade
Janet Andrews

Richard Andrews
Marianne Aronson

Susan Arritt
Jessica Baldwin
Jessica Banks

Ken Barker
Trinity Bea
Judy Beam

Melissa Benavidez
Gail Benjamin

Donna Betts Cartright
Shirell Blount
Wilma Bond
Sara Botkin

Laura Boward
Darin Bracy

Lindsay Bradley
Ashby Brown
Ellen Brown

Rosslyn Brown
Lara Brown

Velma Bruce
Paula Buckley

Hannah Buckley
Patricia Burgess

Kathy Carter
Jamea Carter

Rebekah Cempe
Kelly Chambers
Liza Chaulklin

Bob Cohn
Aleigha Cope
Jay Costello
Sharon Cox

Yvonne Crenshaw
Mary Cunningham
Robin Davenport

Bob Davis
Kathy Davis

Barbara Dawson
Marilyn Day

Lisa de Groot
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GRASP Board of Directors

Kenneth M. Dye, Chair
Paula F. Robinson, Vice-Chair
Gary R. Thomson, Treasurer

••••••••••••

Richard D. Adams
Kenneth D. Barker

The Hon. Cheryl L. Burke
The Hon. Randolph A. Beales

Kristin Carleton
David W. Didawick

Chuck Duvall
Juan Espinoza

Charmica Epps Harris
Julian S. Hillery, III

Lorraine Justice
Ebony A. Lambert
Sue Ann Messmer

The Hon. William Morefield
Sabena Moretz

Kelli Parker
Sarah H. Scarbrough

The Hon. Levar M. Stoney
The Hon. Walter A. Stosch

Van C. Wilson

••••••••••••

Raymond J. Gargiulo
Emeritus

Robert D. Holsworth
Emeritus
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Where we are

TODAY

2022-23 PROGRAM
RESULTS

About GRASP
GRASP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose

advisors help high school students and parents

navigate the financial aid world, complete the FAFSA

form, understand the college aid award letter, and

serve as mentors during the college application and

acceptance process. 

Advisors helped students secure an average of
$9,190 per student in financial aid.
Awarded $135,500 in Last Dollar Scholarships to
131 seniors.
Awarded $99,000 in Community College
Pathway Scholarships to 99 students seeking a
transfer degree or career certificate.

8,840 individuals opted into the program with
9,448 total contacts throughout the summer
4,151 total messages sent with a 17.3%
engagement rate

100 college students supported on their path to
degree completion through email programs,
financial aid advising, problem-solving support,
and summer college prep sessions.
$102,100 in College Success Scholarships
awarded to participating students during the
2022-23 school year.

7,376 high school students were assisted in
accessing financial aid for post-secondary
education.
1,396 of these students were mentored through
SOAR Virginia®. SOAR students obtained
$772,750 in scholarships funded by Virginia529
in the 2022-23 school year.
80% of students were from low-income
households.

In-School Advising

Summer Texting Program

College Success Program

Financial Aid & Scholarships
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Scholarships
$630,774

32%Administration
$299,847
15%

Advising
$987,435
50%

Fundraising
$66,769
3%

Corporation/
Foundation

$419,733
19%

Fees
$389,000
18%

Other
$97,863
4%

Government
$500,000
23%

total
schools

school
divisions

Visit our website
for a full list of

schools and
advisors

THE GRASP 2023-2024
SERVICE AREA

111 51

EXPENSESREVENUE
Individual
$452,815

21%

2023-2024 Financial
Overview
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Total Income:
$2,178,101

Total Net Assets:
$4,750,697

Total Expenses:
$1,984,825

Total Net Assets 
Release from
Restrictions
$318,690
15%
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OUR DONORS... WE THANK YOU!

Altria Group, Inc.
AmazonSmile Foundation

AT&T Foundation
Bama Works Fund of Dave 

Matthews Band
Boston Scientific Corporation 

(corporate match)
Brookfield Foundation

Community Foundation of the Central Blue
Ridge

Dankos, Gordon & Tucker, P.C.
Davenport & Company, LLC

David Bailey Associates
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

Facebook
Fidelity Charitable

Global Life Insurance
Greater Lynchburg Community Foundation

Herndon Foundation
Kroger Mid-Atlantic
KRS Holdings, Inc.

Microsoft TechSpark
Mutual of America Foundation 

(corporate match)
New College Institute "NCI"

The Pauley Family Fund
River Counties Community Foundation

Shell Oil Company Foundation
Southside Electric Cooperative

The Cameron Foundation
The Community Foundation for a 

Greater Richmond
The Family of The Honorable 

John H. Hager
The Gambhir Charitable Giving Fund
The Hudson Family Charitable Fund

The Jackson Foundation
The John Randolph Foundation

The Margaret & 
Jennifer Kress Foundation

The Memorial Foundation For Children
The Universal Leaf Foundation

TowneBank
Williamsburg Community Foundation
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Foundations and
Corporations

The Emily & Hill McAlister Fund 
Mr. Julian S. Hillery

James Hocker
Dr. Robert D. Holsworth

Brian Holz
Dwight Houff
Kent Hudson

Patricia Karetzyk
Aubrey & Peggy Layne
Moira & Joseph Leigh

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Lester
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ligon

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher D. Lloyd
Matthew Magnusson

Dr. & Mrs. Preston C. Manning, Jr.
Steve & Kathie Markel
Wendy & Todd Martin
Robert & Lois Maxwell
Ms. Sue Ann Messmer
Anne & John Michie

Mr. Raymond E. Moore
Dr. & Mrs. A.W. Morriss III

Dr. Sharon Morrissey
Shalini B. Pai
Dinesh Pai

Dr. & Mrs. W. Baxter Perkinson, Jr.,
D.D.S.

S. Tyler Perkinson, D.D.S.
Pamela J Polmateer

Jennifer Protil
Ms. Moira Thomasine Roberts

Mr. Elliott W. Sadler
Mr. Herman Sadler Jr.

Maurice Schwarz
Miriam E. Sexton
Dr. Jagdip Shah

Dr. & Mrs. Marc Shields
Mr. Thomas Osborne Stair

Senator & Mrs. Walter A. Stosch
Mary Ann Sutliff

Gary & Janice Thomson
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Ukrop

Anne Nganga & Van Wilson
Patrice Wood

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Adams
Anonymous

Susan Alexander
Maria Martinez

Mr. & Mrs. Frank B. Atkinson
The Honorable & Mrs. Randolph A.

Beales
Aida Benavidez

Mr. Dallas Mitchell Biggs
Milton S. Bolton
Cathy J. Bradley

Craig & Kimberly Bram
Asher & Laura Jean Brand
Dr. Robert & Nancy Brown

Paula Brust
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Burnette

Tom & Daisy Byrd
Ms. Jeannette Cain

Kristin Carleton
Mr. Hugh Cline
Adam Colley

David & Cindy Didawick
Michael Doerr
Vivian Dolliff

Mr. Robert Donahue
Donors through the Commonwealth of

Virginia Campaign
Donor through Facebook

Mrs. Elizabeth Ramos Dunkum
Mr. Charles Duvall

Mr. Kenneth Dye & Ms. Sam Seeley
Ruth T. Edwards

Ms. Joan D. Eiland
A. Wright Ellis, III

Mrs. Eutanaha Fluker
Sally Friedman
Barbara Gamer

Greg & Lexie D Gerczak
Dr. Shirley Gibson

Patricia & Curtis Gordon
Mr. Charles I. Grigg Jr.

Susan Griswold
David Hallock

Barbara & William Hassett

Benefactors
(contributions of
$1,000 or more)

Benefactors
(continued)



OUR THANKS TO GRASP’S INDIVIDUAL DONORS!

Jane M. Alford
Anthony Ambrogi

Mr. Kenneth D. Barker
Emily Beer

Sherri Bellotti
Joshua Bilder
April Bingham

Kristie Bowman
Peter Breil

Frances Broaddus-Crutchfield
Tracy Brower
Paula Buckley

Mr. Marland Buckner
Sylvia Buffington-Lester

Gwen Burroughs
Dabney Carr

Delegate Betsy B. Carr
Ellen Cleary

Wade Clennan
Bill Cooper

Taikein Cooper
Sharon Cox

Elizabeth Crain
Yvonne Crenshaw

Dana Curtin
Tim Davey

Donor through Make My Donation
Kaci M. Easley

Kyle Elliott
Ms. Charmica Epps-Harris

Juan Espinoza
Ms. Patti & Rich Z Feyerabend

James Fishel
Laura Fisher
Alvin Fisher

Aubrey Fountain
Leslie Frazier

Anthony Fung
Steve Goetzinger

Mrs. Phenie D Golatt
Pat Gordon
Joel Hagen
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Kusum Patelamin
PayPal Giving Fund

Richard Phelps
Elizabeth Pulju-Owen

Beth Raymond
Holly K. Rison

Mrs. Paula Fisher Robinson
Terelle Robinson

Josh & Sarah Scarbrough
Richard Scheiber
Alec Schleicher

Mrs. Elsie Rose Shank, CPA
Leonard Sledge
Robbie Snider

Shashikant Solanki
Mrs. Selmira & Adnan Sosic

R. Lawrence Stutts
William Thorsson

Bruce Tibbetts
Eleanor R Tischler

Courtney & Randall Tritt
Darcia Tudor

Ms. Nancy Walter
Betty J. Wells
Richard Wen

Rebecca Rae Winarski
Tiffany Winstead
Samuel Young

Ausrine Zagorodna
Kevin Zeithaml

Carrie Hamilton
Barrett Hardiman
Jonathan Hardy
Renada Harris

Elizabeth & Thomas Heggie 
Thomas Heim

Charlene Herrala
Ellen Hertzmark
Christine Horne

Alva Hughes
Suhail Ishaq

Brenda Jackson
Sunit Jain

Katherine Jordan
Danny Kenyon

Nazir Khan
Ms. Joyce King

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Knowlson
Susan Laub-Zatcoff
Bert & Ernie Leasure
Juanita Leatherberry

Francesca Leigh-Davis
Mary Evans Lott & Dana Cormier

Paul Luczka
Howie Magaro

Jack Magee
Nancy & Ajai Malhotra

Millie and Derek Manley
William Mansell

Larry Marks
Jeffrey Mazique
Brian McMillan

Michelle McQueen
Ronald L. Mentus

Jennifer Miceli
Claudia Moore

Adisa Muse
Douglas A. Mutcher

Tyrone Nelson
Steven Nesmith

James Nolan
Colby Nordberg



2821 Emerywood Parkway, Suite 204
Richmond, VA 23294
(804) 527-7726
info@grasp4va.org
www.grasp4va.org

Help us ensure career and college access for all! Support GRASP
online at www.grasp4va.org/givenow


