
 
501C BUSINESS INCUBATOR COUNCIL, LLC 

& LEAD CHARITY 

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT FOUNDATION FOR EXEMPT STARTUPS & SMALL BUSINESSES (EEF-501c) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

501c Business Incubator Council, LLC™  

Economic Empowerment Foundation for Exempt Startups & Small Businesses (EEF-501c)™  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Tax ID:  52-1963151    |  Collaborative HQ, Lanham-Seabrook, MD  20706   |    Tax ID:  45-5222602 

Monday, March 11, 2024 
 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
TE/GE Exempt Organizations 
Room 6403 
P.O. Box 2508 
Cincinnati, OH 45201 Fax: 855-204-6184 
 

RE:  BUSINESS NAME CHANGES  
& REQUEST TO UPDATE RECORDS/ACCOUNTS WITH NEW NAME AND TRADE NAME 

 
Dear Compliance Officer: 
 
Good Day, I am Jerri D. Thomas, Founder, President, CEO of several business entities formed in the State of Maryland, 
Thank You in advance for your time.  Both my LLC and my 501c’s names have changed. I understand the LLC information 
must be mailed to the Kansas City, MO office which processes Regular Business Name Changes.  
 
As such, this letter is to notify TE/GE by FAX that my charitable foundation name has changed.  I am requesting an 
update of your records/files be updated to reflect the Foundation’s new name so it aligns with its Tax ID.   
 
The Learners Lab Foundation is my charity whom you assigned the Tax ID 45-5222602.  Effective February 2024, the 
Articles of Amendment (AoA) to cease using both these business names in favor of NEW business names I requested was 
approved.  In keeping with your respective procedures to report such changes, we are faxing the appropriate State of 
Maryland instruments citing approval of my entity name change.   
 
I am also including the Resolution for the Foundations Trade Name so that it is also directly linked to its Tax ID (45-
5222602) and both names can be accepted with its Tax ID interchangeably. 
 
The “Economic Empowerment Foundation for Exempt Startups & Small Businesses, Inc.™  is the new business name for 

The Learners Lab Foundation (TLLF), Inc. This update was done to convey The Foundations purpose, impact, and 
the Stakeholder Market it serves. As lead charity and Fiscal Sponsor, The Foundations planned expansion has 
morphed into a growing collaborative of national charitable organizations, and programs that were formerly just 
services offered.  Our work pollinates the success to 501c startups, 501c entrepreneurship, and the tax-exempt 
small businesses and connecting them to whatever is unreachable & gives visibility, which is the mission. 

 
In 2023 the State of Maryland approved a Resolution accepting “501c Economic Development Collaborative 
(501cEDC)™” as the Foundation’s Trade Name, MD #T00543526.  We are requesting this Trade Name be treated 
as an “Also DBA” so that both business names can be used interchangeably with our Tax ID 45-5222602.   
 
Of course we defer to your judgement if you prefer we continue use of the current number or to change the Tax ID 
and issue another. 
 
 



 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

501c Business Incubator Council, LLC. (501cBizIncCncl)™ 

Economic Empowerment Foundation for Exempt Startups & Small Businesses (EEF-501c)™ 
  

501cFCU * NCTSB * ATESE * 501cSBC * FellowshipAcademy for Leadership & Business Continuity * Podcasting Biz Ctr * AWE *  TSF * API/ALegUp * VPL *  BBGO * 
HHF * TCI * Life=Math + Sci * Fiscal Sponsorships * TASC * 501cPolDev Think-Tank & RsrchCtrs 

 
 302 662 0047 Roaming Voice   |   HQ@The501cBizIncubatorCouncil.com    |   667 803 0036 Secure Fax 

For the record, all our State Registration, NTEE and other codes are as follows: 
 State of MD : Business Registration #D16166209, Trade Name T00543526 
 NTEE:  S30, S43 

o S30: Economic Development 
o S43: Small Business Development 

 SIC: 8748,   NAICS: 926110, 541618, 541690, 611430, 541611 
 
Meantime, our Approved State of Maryland Articles of Amendment (AoA) and Trade Name Resolutions are attached.  As 
well, an archived Org Chart showing the Charitable Collaborative as of a year ago is attached for your records while we 
work to update it this this change and several new entities which have since been established before we lost our Ocean 
City MD HubZone opportunity when the updated new map took effect.   
 
Please update all your account and records for us with these changes so we can move forward with updating our credit 
union banking information & other mandatory business instruments. 
 
Do let me know if there are any questions regarding this matter, or if any other information required.  My direct cell and 
emails are provided below. 
 
Thank you so much, and stay safe! 
 
 
 
Jerri 
Attachments:  

1) State of Maryland Articles of Amendment Approving TLLFs Change of Name to EEF-501c 
2) State of Maryland Resolution Approving 501c Economic Development Collaborative (T00543526) as Trade Name 
3) State of Maryland Certificate of Status showing AoA Approval of TLLF &  EEF-501c 
4) The Competence Group, LLC (parent entity) Archived 2023 Charitable Collaborative Org Chart 

 
 
Jerri D. Thomas MBA, MPA, PhD Student 
Founder, CEO, Chair 
Economic Empowerment Foundation for Exempt Startups  
& Small Businesses (EEF-501c) Tax ID 45-5222602 
 
Founder & President, (parent entity) 
501c Business Incubator Council, LLC (501cBizIncCncl) Tax ID 52-1963151 
HQ@The501cBizIncubatorCouncil.com | HQ@501cEconomicEmpowermentFndn.org  (ofc) 
 
Direct Personal Contact:   
Libra930@MzFxIt.com  | 202 308 1680 (cell) 
 
/Corporate Office 
/Board & ResAgent Files 
/Office of Kenneth A. Sprang, Esq. 

mailto:HQ@The501cBizIncubatorCouncil.com
mailto:HQ@The501cBizIncubatorCouncil.com
mailto:HQ@501cEconomicEmpowermentFndn.org
mailto:Libra930@MzFxIt.com


ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT 

for a

MARYLAND _______________ CORPORATION

(1) 

(2)______________________________________________________________________________________________, 
 a Maryland corporation, certifies to the State Department of Assessments and Taxation of Maryland that the charter 
of the corporation shall be and hereby is amended as follows: 

(3) 

This amendment of the charter of the corporation has been approved by 

(4) 

The undersigned acknowledges that this is an act of the above-named corporation, and verifies, under the penalties for 
perjury, that the matters and facts stated herein, which require such verification, are true and accurate, to the best of his/her 
knowledge, information, and belief. 

(5) (5) 
ATTESTED TO BY (signature/title) SIGNED BY  (signature/title) 

(6) Return address of filing party:

Acknowledgment Number: 1000362014425666Filing Date and Time: 2/11/2024 6:24:50 PM
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STATE OF MARYLAND
Department of Assessments and Taxation

301 West Preston Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Telephone Baltimore Metro (410) 767-1340 / Outside Baltimore Metro (888) 246-5941

MRS (Maryland Relay Service) (800) 735-2258 TT/Voice

Michael L. Higgs
Director

Online Certificate Authentication Code:   
To verify the Authentication Code, visit http://dat.maryland.gov/verify

JVoZSndvY0akyVHpadtUfQ

I, MICHAEL L. HIGGS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION OF THE
STATE OF  MARYLAND, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE DEPARTMENT, BY LAWS OF THE
STATE, IS THE CUSTODIAN OF THE RECORDS OF THIS STATE RELATING TO THE
FORFEITURE OR SUSPENSION OF CORPORATIONS, OR THE RIGHTS OF CORPORATIONS TO
TRANSACT BUSINESS IN THIS STATE, AND THAT I AM  THE PROPER OFFICER TO EXECUTE
THIS CERTIFICATE.

I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT FOUNDATION FOR EXEMPT STARTUPS
&
SMALL BUSINESSES (EEF-501C), INC. (D16166209), INCORPORATED OCTOBER 30, 2014,
IS A CORPORATION DULY INCORPORATED AND EXISTING UNDER  AND BY VIRTUE OF THE
LAWS OF MARYLAND AND THE CORPORATION HAS FILED ALL ANNUAL REPORTS REQUIRED,
HAS NO OUTSTANDING LATE FILING  PENALTIES ON THOSE REPORTS, AND HAS A RESIDENT
AGENT. THEREFORE, THE CORPORATION IS AT THE TIME OF THIS CERTIFICATE IN GOOD
STANDING WITH THIS DEPARTMENT AND DULY AUTHORIZED TO EXERCISE ALL THE POWERS
RECITED IN ITS CHARTER OR CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION, AND TO TRANSACT
BUSINESS IN MARYLAND.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SUBSCRIBED MY SIGNATURE AND AFFIXED THE
SEAL OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION OF MARYLAND  AT
BALTIMORE ON THIS MARCH 03, 2024.

TLLF HQ
Highlight



THE COMPETENCE GROUP
Tax ID 52-1963151

Since 1980 | Incorporated 1980 | LLC 2020

Parent Entity | Founder & CEO  |  Chair, Chamber & Enterprise Operations

Institute for 501c Entrepreneurial 

Tax ID 85-0759000

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Council for 501c/Tax Exempt 

Entrepreneurial Policy Development

Tax ID 85-0759000

National Chamber of Tax-Exempt Small 

Tax ID 88-3384567

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Association of Tax Exempt Startups & 

Tax ID 85-2438944

Tax ID: 45-5222602

501c Entrepreneurial Economic Development  |   Charitable Workforce Training Incubator  |  Executive Management Fellowship Academy

Work Began Jan 1998 | Began as Job Training Program for its 501c parent, ED-Lab Online (Sept 2002)
Retooled/Renamed as The Learners Lab May 2012  | IRS Approved as 501c Public Charitable Foundation February 2015 | Foundation added to name June 2017

Tax ID 88-2636443

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tax ID 88-4413519

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tax ID 92-1024230

LEGEND:
TLLF = Asset Mgmt, Program Dev & Delivery, Strategic Planning    NCTSB =  Promotes 501c Small Business  ATESE = 501c Founders IDs Issues    PBC = 501cSmBiz-2-SmBiz Xchange, Podcast, Banking/Fin & Trng
501cFCU =  established to guarantee 501c Startups & Entrepreneurs receive banking services; open to all 501cs & open to State Employees thru State Partnerships,  TSF =  helps fund economic development & 

training programs & services, & small $1 lending capacity   The Institute =  501c SmallBiz Advocacy,  Policy Dev & Lobbying    The Council = Research, Analysis, Drafts Education/Policy Materials   TCG LLC = Designs, 
Develops, or Creates Stakeholder Resources for TLLF that Close/Eliminate Gaps to Business Assets, Training, Finance, Funding & rprise Assets, Operations, & Technology | 

Develops/Designs Unique Products & Secure Patents then Donates for use by the Enterprise |  Runs Partnership Programs

CONFIDENTIAL | © All Rights Reserved byThe Competence Group, LLC Thursday, January 19, 2023  |   Page 1 of 5 TCG LLC & The Learners Lab Foundation Charitable Enterprise

ARCHIVED 



2015 23 ReOrg JDT | S 2The 501c Startup 2 SmallBiz & The 501c SmallBiz Podcasts are part of the Podcasting Business Center
Both were found & are operated by The Learners Lab © Since 2015 & The Competence Group, © Since 1980 | All Rights Reserved.

CONNECTING AN IGNORED MARKET OF 501c STARTUPS & ENTREPPRENEURS TO THE BUSINESS & $$$ ASSETS THEY NEED.



I, Michael L. Higgs, Director of the State Department of 
Assessments and Taxation, hereby certify that the attached 
document, consisting of         pages, inscribed with the same 
Authentication Code, is a true copy of the public record of the

301 West Preston Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Telephone Baltimore Metro (410) 767-1344 / Outside Baltimore Metro (888) 246-5941

MRS (Maryland Relay Service) (800) 735-2258 TT/Voice

Michael L. Higgs
Director

Online Certificate Authentication Code:   
To verify the Authentication Code, visit http://dat.maryland.gov/verify

I further certify that this document is a true copy generated from 
the online service with the State Department of Assessments 
and Taxation.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my signature
and affi  xed the seal of the State Department of Assessments
and Taxation of Maryland at Baltimore on this                                       

for

Acknowledgement Number: 

STATE OF MARYLAND
Department of Assessments and Taxation

(Department ID:                         )

501C ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COLLABORATIVE

Trade Name

2

T00543526

8LcNNhWGg0e39lC2yycIHA

March 29, 2023.

5000000007943508



Tඋൺൽൾ Nൺආൾ Aඉඉඅංർൺඍංඈඇ

Maryland State Department of Assessments & Taxation 301 West Preston Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201-2395

(1) Trade Name (only one Trade Name may appear here):

(2) Department ID of associated business:

(3) Street address(es) where name is used (P.O. Box number is only accepted when part of the physical address):

(4) Full Legal Name of Owner of Business or Individual Using the Trade Name:

I afϐirm and acknowledge under penalties of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge.

(5) Address of Owner (P.O. Box number is only accepted when part of the physical address):

(6) Description of Business:

Signature(s) of Owner(s):

SDATTN.1.

9824 SEAHORSE LANE, #306

TLLF-TCG LLC HEADQUARTERS

BERLIN , MD 21811

The Learners Lab Foundation (TLLF), Inc,

501c Economic Development Collaborative  (T00543526)

The Competence Group, LLC has expanded its charity, The Learners Lab Foundation (TLLF),Inc. into a group of 501cs. The 501c

Economic Development Collaborative says that in one name.

D16166209

Jerrell Denise Thomas, Officer

9824 Seahorse Ln, Unit 306

TLLF-TCG LLC Interim HQ

Berlin, MD 21811

Jerrell Denise Thomas, Officer

Acknowledgment Number: 5000000007943508Filing Date and Time: 3/27/2023 4:03:30 PM

Authentication Number: 8LcNNhWGg0e39lC2yycIHA Page 1 of 2



Maryland State Department of Assessments & Taxation 301 West Preston Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201-2395

SDATTN.1.

Tඋൺൽൾ Nൺආൾ Aඉඉඅංർൺඍංඈඇ
Full Legal Name and Address of Additional Owner of Business or Individual Using the Trade Name:

Full Legal Name and Address of Additional Owner of Business or Individual Using the Trade Name:

Additional street addresses where this Trade Name will be used:
9824 Seahorse Lane, Unit 306, TLLF-TCG LLC Interim HQ, Berlin, MD, 21811-2589

The Competence Group, LLC

9824 Seahorse Lane, #306

TLLF-TCG LLC Interim HQ

Berlin, MD 21811

Acknowledgment Number: 5000000007943508Filing Date and Time: 3/27/2023 4:03:30 PM

Authentication Number: 8LcNNhWGg0e39lC2yycIHA Page 2 of 2
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