




Dear friends,

It is with great pride that we share how much you have 
helped 826 Valencia accomplish over the last year. With 
your support, we have served over 9,000 students in San 
Francisco and opened our third center as an anchor service 
in an affordable housing building for families in Mission Bay. 
What’s more, we engaged in a strategic planning process that 
helped us reflect on our rapid scaling these past six years and 
focus on our plans for the future.

As part of this process, we asked ourselves critical questions. 
What is our biggest, most audacious goal? In other words, 
what kind of community are we trying to create for our 
students, in our city, and in our world? And what is the role 
of writing in our lives? These questions led us to reflect on 
what makes our model successful, and how to leverage it to 
support more students more deeply. We examined how our 
programs transform our students’ relationships to writing, 
how to amplify their voices to an even wider audience, and 
how we can support our people (staff, volunteers, and board) 
to be effective allies for our youth. 

As we reflected, it was amazing to see our stakeholders talk 
and write about their ideas, and then take action! I realized 
that this is the power of writing—as we write and share, we 
are emboldened to act on things that matter to us. We see 
evidence of this every day in the young people we serve.  

In this report, you will get to read our students’ perspectives 
on this transformative experience in our first ever student-
written Spotlights! I hope you are as inspired as I am by the 
power of their stories.

In community, 
Bita Nazarian

Photo by William Mercer McLeod
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ABOUT US 826 Valencia is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
supporting under-resourced students ages six to eighteen 
with their creative and expository writing skills and to 
helping teachers inspire their students to write. Our services 
are structured around the understanding that great leaps 
in learning can happen with one-on-one attention and that 
strong writing skills are fundamental to future success.

Named for the street address of our first writing center  
in San Francisco, 826 Valencia was founded in 2002 by 
educator Nínive Calegari and author Dave Eggers. 826 
Valencia now comprises three writing centers—our flagship 
location in the Mission District, a center in the Tenderloin 
neighborhood, and a new center in an affordable housing 
building in Mission Bay. We also have three satellite 
classrooms on site at partner schools, and provide  
in-school programming at nearly a dozen others around  
the city. All of our programs are offered free of charge  
and serve predominantly low-income students of color  
and English Learners. 

Due to the success of 826 Valencia’s model, a separate 
organization called 826 National was founded in 2008 
to help other cities launch their own successful writing 
and tutoring centers. We are now one of nine official 826 
chapters in the United States, inspiring a global community  
of like-minded writing groups around the world.
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 YOUTH  
VOICE  

MATTERS

 FOSTERS 
CREATIVITY

By 2030, every under-resourced student in San Francisco 
will have the writing skills and publishing platforms  
they need to use their voice for positive impact.
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 CREATES  
EMPATHY &  

COMMUNITY

processing the  
world around us

authorship

reflecting on  
experiences

imagination

mental health

inspiration

strengthening our democracy

innovation

accessing  
opportunity

communicating ideas

building a better,  
more inclusive world

contributing  
to the national 

dialogue

understanding  
across differences

shared  
experiences

amplifying  
marginalized  

voices

BUILDS  
CRITICAL  
THINKING

 CRUCIAL  
TO ALL  

CAREER  
PATHS

 ESSENTIAL  
FOR SUCCESS  

IN SCHOOL

Common Core requirement

math, science, social studies, & language arts

preparing for college

academic achievement

YOUR  
IDEAS HERE4

WHY WRITING? 



A
B

O
U

T
 U

S

In a society that systematically devalues the histories  
and experiences of young people of color, writing empowers 
students to express themselves, celebrate their perspectives, 
succeed in college and career, and engage in the national 
dialogue. This is essential to a just and democratic society. 

Nationwide,  
only 25% of high 
school seniors  
are proficient  
in writing.1

In California, 
only half of third 
graders read and 
write at grade-
level proficiency.2

In SFUSD,  
less than 30% of 
African American, 
Latinx, and 
English Learner 
students are 
proficient in 
English Language 
Arts, compared 
with 80% of their 
white peers.2

WHY WE’RE NEEDED

1  
2017 National Assessment  
of Educational Progress 

2  
2018 California Assessment  
of Student Performance  
and Progress
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WRITING IS AGENCY 

“I view 826 Valencia as another kind of 
protagonist in my students’ lives . . .  through 
committed tutors and their writing toolboxes, 
my students were given the opportunity 
to explore the bruises on their hearts, or 
their own testimonies to the America they 
experience, for better or for worse. 826 
Valencia found and nurtured their voices into 
stories. In light of this, 826 Valencia is a kind 
of activist, a systematic challenger.” 

K.R. MORRISON 
10TH GRADE TEACHER  
GALILEO HIGH SCHOOL



OUR APPROACH

Students, parents, and teachers surveyed  
reported that our programs led to an increase in:

6

All of the programs in our unique and effective model share 
the following traits. All of our programs are:

Responsive. We develop our programs in collaboration 
with teachers, families, partner organizations, students, 
and schools. Through this collaborative process, we create 
learning opportunities that are tailored to meet community 
needs and aligned with teachers’ curricular goals.

Individualized. All of our programs leverage the power of 
trained volunteers, who are led by our professional teaching 
staff to provide one-on-one tutoring and support, helping 
students make great leaps in learning and writing. This 
individualized support helps teachers do their difficult jobs 
more effectively, and gives students the time and attention 
they need to thrive. 

2018–2019 BY THE NUMBERS

PRIDE  

CONFIDENCE

“When you are writing you 
might have an amazing 
idea, but have trouble 
adding it to your story. 
Well, a tutor can always 
help you with that!” 

RENO T., AGE 10   
BUENA VISTA  
HORACE MANN K-8

TRANSFORMED  
RELATIONSHIP  

TO WRITING

86%

SKILLS

85%

86%

85%
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per the National Writing Project’s Analytic Writing Continuum

STUDENTS SHOWED

7

“I love 826 because you get 
to be so creative. And plus 
you write a lot and they 
treat you with love.” 

YAJAHIRA B., AGE 8    
BUENA VISTA  
HORACE MANN K-8

Project-based. We publish our students’ writing and give it 
an audience. We see great increases in students’ confidence 
and pride when their hard work results in an authentic, 
tangible end product. And the books, magazines, podcasts, 
and more that we produce help amplify our students’ voices 
to the world.  

Wonderful and whimsical. Everything we do is designed 
to inspire creativity and foster imagination. To set the tone, 
each center is fronted by a whimsical store. At the Pirate 
Supply Store in our Mission Center we purvey, yes, supplies 
for pirates. King Carl’s Emporium in the Tenderloin offers 
tools for exploration of real and imaginary worlds. Our third 
center in Mission Bay, Woodland Creature Outfitters Ltd., 
transports students and visitors to an enchanted forest. Our 
stores also sell our students’ publications, and all proceeds 
go right back into our programs.  

9,086

30

1,293

3,577

STUDENTS 
SERVED

PUBLICATIONS
STUDENT: 
VOLUNTEER  
RATIO

ACTIVE 
VOLUNTEERS

PROGRAM  
HOURS

33% GROWTH

2:1 

IN WRITING PROFICIENCY
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OUR PROGRAMS

Photo by Sendy Santamaria
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Field Trips. Field trips to 826 are wild adventures, but we 
also pack in a lot of learning. Classes from public schools 
visit our writing centers for a morning of high-energy writing, 
performing, and storytelling. Our Field Trips produce bound, 
illustrated books and professionally-produced podcasts, 
infusing creativity, collaboration, and the arts into students’ 
regular school day. 

In-School Projects. We bring teams of volunteers into 
public schools around the city to support teachers and coach 
students one-on-one as they tackle various writing projects, 
including newspapers, research papers, oral histories, and 
more. We have permanent, 826-ified spaces—called Writers’ 
Rooms—at Buena Vista Horace Mann K-8, Everett Middle 
School, and Mission High School.

After-School Tutoring. During the school year, our trained 
volunteers provide one-on-one support with homework in all 
subject areas for enrolled students ages 6 to 18. Our Mission 
Center also hosts drop-in tutoring on Sundays, open to all. In 
the summer, students from after-school and other programs 
participate in our summer camps and workshops.  

Workshops. Our Mission Center offers evening and weekend 
workshops designed to foster creativity and strengthen writing 
skills in a wide variety of areas, from playwriting to personal 
essays to comics, and everything in between. All workshops, 
from the playful to the practical, are project-based and taught by 
skilled volunteers. At our Tenderloin Center, our After-School 
Workshops serve a variety of neighborhood organizations and 
enrich their programming with weekly curriculum to build 
students’ writing skills in a fun, inspiring environment.  

College and Career Readiness. We offer a range of programs 
designed to help students develop their leadership skills, get 
into college, and be successful there. We provide scholarships 
to college-bound seniors, and one-on-one support via the Great 
San Francisco Personal Statement Weekend and personal 
statement tutoring in schools. We also offer paid opportunities 
for our youth leaders to serve as mentors and role models to 
our younger students, while also exploring a range of careers 
and ways to contribute to their community. 
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In all of our programs, 
trained volunteer tutors 
provide individualized 
attention to students.  
Here, a tutor supports  
a young writer in our 
Everett Middle School 
Writer’s Room.  

Photo by Anna Langer
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Morning 
2nd-5th grade classes 
from schools all over San 
Francisco come to us for a 
Storytelling and Bookmaking 
or Choose Your Own 
Adventure Field Trip. They 
leave with their very own 
book—written, illustrated, 
and bound within two hours 
and complete with an “about 
the author” page.

Afternoon 
After-School Tutoring 
bustles with enrolled 
students who get help with 
their homework, respond to 
the day’s writing prompt, and 
discuss what they’re reading 
with a tutor. 

MISSION CENTER

A DAY AT THE 
MISSION CENTER

Our namesake center hums with programming from morning 
to night, while its ship-like interior transports students on 
a voyage of learning. Our cranky editor, Captain Blue, lives 
in the attic and hollers down the ladder each morning that 

“kids can’t write original stories!” while a class of elementary 
students visiting on a Field Trip sets out to prove otherwise. 
Our After-School Tutoring Program has a strong community 
of families, who gather to celebrate the end of each semester 
with potlucks and readings. All this and more can be found 
through the portal of San Francisco’s only independent Pirate 
Supply Store.  

Evening 
Tutoring continues into the 
evening for middle and 
high school students who 
need a quiet place to work. 
Workshops are offered on 
topics ranging from the art 
of the short story to the craft 
of journalism.

Weekends 
Talented volunteers lead 
workshops in all subjects. 
On Sunday afternoons, our 
Writing Lab is open to all, 
with tutors at the ready for 
drop-in homework help and 
a daily writing prompt. 
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2018–2019 HIGHLIGHTS

Our Field Trips served 127 
classes this year, with 93% 
of them coming from the 
San Francisco schools with 
the highest academic and 
socioeconomic need. 

93% of students in After-
School Tutoring reported 
that support from 826 helped 
improve their grades in 
school.  

Volunteers and staff offered 
42 workshops this year; 
40% of workshop attendees 
enrolled in multiple 826 

programs, advancing our 
goal of serving students 
more deeply with a variety 
of pathways for support. 

Students from After-School 
Tutoring participated in a 
workshop on how to navigate 
San Francisco public transit 
led by dedicated volunteer 
and former city planner 
Peter Albert, and reported 
on their experiences at a 
transit board meeting at  
City Hall. 

Photo by Kristin Cofer

“My favorite part of 826 
Valencia is the nice events 
they host and the support 
I get for homework and 
literature to make my  
path all the way to college.”

YAHIR A., AGE 11 
GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

YOUR VOICE  
AND MESSAGE  
ARE IMPORTANT!
 
BY AMINA FULLER, AGE 16
MISSION CENTER WORKSHOPS  
AND YOUTH LEADERSHIP ADVISORY BOARD 
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When I first started at 826, I was amid the 
transition  from elementary school to middle 
school. I was not nearly as confident as I 
am now as a writer or learner. I felt nervous 
about feedback as I saw it as an opportunity 
for people to criticize me, but now I see it as 
an opportunity for growth. 

826 Valencia has had a significant impact 
on my life and has opened countless doors 
for me. For starters, 826 has helped me 
develop my greatest passion: writing. I love  
fiction, poetry, and personal narratives. Even 
within the course of a workshop at 826, I 
can see how much I’ve grown as a writer. 
This growth is reflected in my ability to add 
sensory details to my stories, develop strong 
characters, and to explore different forms 
of writing. 826 Valencia has also taught 
me to approach my work in a constructive 
way rather than being stuck in self-criticism. 
During Writing and Publishing Apprentices, 
a workshop that I’ve taken for several years 
now, we have a slogan: “No disclaimers.” 
This means don’t insult your writing before 
sharing it, something that many authors do.

Another passion of mine is advocacy for 
children, to prevent acts like Trump’s 

Detention camps and fight for AB-2888 
(legislation preventing gun violence).  
I apply the tools that 826 Valencia has 
instilled in me to do this work. Most 
important, the ability to build a strong 
argument in favor of my position, and  to 
communicate descriptively, which I used to 
develop a website supporting humanitarian 
causes. 

Since 2017, I’ve been taking this knowledge 
and applying it to the Youth Leadership 
Advisory Board, as I help younger students 
with their homework and writing at After-
School Tutoring. After starting workshops 
at 826 Valencia, it didn’t take me long to 
hear their message:  Everybody’s voice 
and stories need to be heard. This is one 
of the most important things that you can 
teach anyone, especially a child. As I work 
with the students during After-School 
Tutoring, I apply these values; that not only 
is your voice essential but we are going 
to strengthen it, and amplify it! If I could 
teleport one message to future Amina, or 
any future 826 student it would be, “You 
have developed countless skills at 826, 
which you should treasure forever. Use them! 
Your voice and message are important!”
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Morning 
Classes come to our center 
from all over the city 
for a four-hour field trip 
experience in which they 
write and record professional 
podcasts, learning how to 
craft an engaging story and 
read it with confidence. The 
final products are posted 
on SoundCloud so students 
can share them with their 
families and the world. We 
also host field trips in which 
we help students polish 
personal statements, write 
poetry, or complete other 
classroom writing projects. 

Our Tenderloin Center welcomes students from the 
neighborhood and beyond to share their stories and  
amplify their voices—sometimes literally, through the 
student podcast recordings that we broadcast on to the 
street! Students arrive through an interactive wall of doors 
and venture into the shade of an indoor treehouse to work 
with tutors on poetry, personal narratives, short stories, 
and more. Through strong partnerships with neighboring 
organizations and schools, students fill the space nearly 
every day to write, learn, and, as King Carl (our traveling 
pufferfish mascot) says, “set forth and explore!”  

TENDERLOIN CENTER

A DAY AT THE 
TENDERLOIN  

CENTER

Throughout the day 
Our tutors and staff provide 
in-school writing support 
at Bessie Carmichael K-8 
and Tenderloin Community 
School.

Afternoon 
Neighborhood partner 
organizations bring their 
students to the center 
for after-school writing 
workshops. Students build 
their skills and explore the 
writing process with a fun, 
creative curriculum and  
the support of 826 tutors.



Photo by Alison Joseph

2018–2019 HIGHLIGHTS

“{The students} get to 
use their creativity and 
imagination to discover 
new things about 
themselves and the world 
around them. They love 
the tutors and the space. 
They have been given 
priceless opportunities  
to amplify their voices.” 

ADAM VINCENT   
VICE PRINCIPAL
DE MARILLAC ACADEMY

In a unit on persuasive 
writing, students wrote 

“letters of change.” Mechell, 
age 8, wrote to the United 
Nations that, “We need 
world peace and no 
segregation!” Mechell was 
thrilled when she received a 
letter back from the United 
Nations in response to her 
passion and ideas.  

Our students’ podcasts 
garnered 38,000 new listens 
on SoundCloud (that’s 
nearly 10,000 more than last 
year!), and were broadcast 
on KQED during its Youth 
Takeover week.  

Student writing from 
the Tenderloin reached 
audiences all over the world, 
thanks to partnerships  
with outlets like the 
Tenderloin Talk newsletter, 
the Mozilla.org blog, 
Common Sense Media, and 
the Walt Disney Foundation.  
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

YOU CAN WRITE 
WHAT’S IN YOUR 
IMAGINATION
 
BY MAYSA ALSANEA, AGE 12
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB  
TENDERLOIN CLUBHOUSE 
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Writing, writing, writing. I used to hate 
writing, but because of 826, I love writing 
now. When I first started coming to 826, I 
used to rip up my papers and scribble all 
over them because I was mad and frustrated 
about having so much work to do. But then 
I started working with a tutor named Stina. 
She could calm me down. She would give 
me advice about writing. Now when I come 
to 826 Valencia, I am so excited to write, 
and it’s all because of the lovely tutors. 

826 Valencia has also helped me with 
writing for school. They always tell me to 
plan first, add more details, explain, and use 
similes. One day at school, I had a writing 
test. I was as worried as someone going into 
surgery, but I used all the advice from my 
826 tutors while I was taking the test. When 
I got my scores, I was so shocked. I got a 
5, which is a perfect score! It’s even higher 

than the highest score I can get on my  
report card. I was so, so, so proud of myself.

Writing is important to me because you 
can write what’s in your imagination! 
With our imaginations, we can explore 
the forest, ocean, universes, and made up 
lands. Writing also helps me be a leader. 
Being a leader means standing up for what 
you believe in. For example, I have a lot of 
opinion writing assignments, and I write 
what I believe in and come up with solutions 
that will make people with all different 
opinions happy. 

I am so thankful that I have 826 Valencia 
because without them, I wouldn’t be such 
a great writer. I feel like 826 Valencia is 
actually the perfect place to go if you hate 
writing—they will make you love it, because 
they make writing so fun.
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IN-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

826 Valencia has always had the goal of supporting teachers 
and providing individualized attention in classrooms. To do 
this, we bring our volunteer tutors into schools throughout 
San Francisco. Our Writers’ Rooms—special 826-designed 
spaces in three local schools—serve students in small groups 
for greater individualized attention, allowing teachers to 
provide targeted instruction. This has a transformative effect 
on the school day; the average teacher-to-student ratio in 
SFUSD is 22:1; and in some schools the ratio is as high as 
35:1. With the support of 826 Valencia education staff and 
our trained volunteer tutors, that ratio becomes 2:1.  

2019 YOUNG 
AUTHORS’  

BOOK PROJECT 
WE ALL BELONG

  
Each year, we partner with a local high school to produce 
an anthology of student work called the Young Authors’ 
Book Project. This year, our young writers set out to answer 
the question: What is a border to you? Inspired by Luis J. 
Rodriguez’s Always Running, the tenth-grade students of 
Galileo High School thoughtfully crafted personal narratives, 
fictional short stories, letters, and poems reflecting on the 
boundaries that have impacted them—from those between 
nations, to divisions between people in their communities, 
to the borders they encounter within—and how to cross 
them. Luis J. Rodriguez wrote the foreword to the book  
and visited the students to discuss his life and writing— 
an inspiring experience for all.  

“My students were so 
excited about the support 
they received from 826. 
Students who were stuck 
were able to get one-on-one 
check in time with  
a tutor and get unstuck  
on their topic.”

KAMARIA CARNES 
TEACHER  
EVERETT MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Photo by Bill Poole

ABOVE  
Author Luis J. Rodriguez 

wrote the foreword to this 
year's Young Authors’ Book 

Project, We All Belong,  
and met with the students  

to inspire their writing.
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THE 826 WRITERS’ ROOMS

Buena Vista  
Horace Mann K-8 
A former locker room 
houses our after-school 
writing program at BVHM, 
where 3rd-5th graders who 
need extra support receive 
one-on-one attention as they 
build their writing skills. We 
also support 6th-8th grade 
classes during the school 
day, and measure our impact 
on students’ reading levels 
in their most critical years.   

Everett Middle School 
Here in our first Writers’ 
Room, 6th-8th grade students 
produce the Straight Up 
News, pen poetry chapbooks, 
and learn the basics of 
argumentative essay writing 
with the support of our tutors.   

Mission High School 
In this Writers’ Room, 
students learn to research  
and write pieces for Mission 
Magazine, get help with 
college application essays,  
and publish chapbooks, 
monologues, and more. 

2018–2019 HIGHLIGHTS

We offered 1,137 hours  
of in-school programming,  
and served 2,777 students.

Mission Magazine, a 
publishing project out of the 
Mission High Writers’ Room, 
celebrated the first ever 
poetry issue of the bi-annual 
publication. 

In the BVHM After-School 
Program, 96% of students 
reported that their writing 
skills had improved as a 
result of the program, and 

that they were proud of  
their writing.  

826 projects led students 
to opportunities outside 
the classroom. One student, 
Jenny Ramirez, wrote a play 
about gentrification and 
shared it with supervisor 
Hillary Ronen, which led 
to her getting an internship 
at City Hall to work on 
improving her community—
just like the protagonist of 
her play! 



Photo by Sendy Santamaria
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

THAT MAKES ME
FEEL CONFIDENT
 
BY JOSUE RAMIREZ, AGE 12 
BUENA VISTA HORACE MANN K-8 
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I first started at 826 when I was a third-
grader in the after-school program at Buena 
Vista Horace Mann. At first I didn’t really 
know how to write a lot, but the more I 
practiced, the easier it got for me. 

When I first started at 826, I couldn’t write 
in full paragraphs. The tutors would help me, 
and help me revise and make corrections, 
and then it got easier for me. My favorite 
memory of 826 is when we made up a 
character and then wrote about their 
superpowers. I liked making stories with 
826 because I got to be more creative. 

When I first started in third grade, I was 
reading at a Level K, which was below my 

grade level. By the end of third grade I was 
reading on grade level. It used to be harder 
for me to read, but now I’m reading at a 
Level Z, which is above my grade level. 

I am proud of myself. 826 helped me grow 
as a reader and as a writer. Now it’s easier 
for me to write essays in class. I have been 
published nine times, and that makes me 
feel confident. Later, when I get to high 
school, 826 will help me do better in school 
and write better essays.  

 If I had to give advice to little kids I would 
tell them to stay in 826! It will help you to 
grow and become more confident in your 
writing. 
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SUMMER AT 
826 VALENCIA

School might let out for the summer, but the learning doesn’t 
stop at 826 Valencia. We offer a variety of programs to 
reduce summer learning loss and keep students writing and 
thinking creatively. Here is all the great work that happened 
in the summer of 2018!

Exploring Words. We offered our eighth annual Exploring 
Words Summer Camp in partnership with Jamestown 
Community Center. The program served 120 3rd–5th grade 
students from our Buena Vista Horace Mann school-year 
program and Jamestown’s summer camp. The camp focused 
on creative writing, which was paired with a hands-on 
science curriculum, and students grew their writing and 
science skills in an atmosphere filled with rigor and fun.

Exploring Leadership. This camp focused on developing 
middle school students as youth leaders. Students learned 
about college and career pathways and opportunities through 
field trips to companies like Dolby and Pinterest, researched 
and presented about social justice issues, and built their public 
speaking and teamwork skills.  
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100% of students 
in the Young Authors’ 
Workshop said, “This 
workshop increased my 
confidence about writing.’’

The Young Authors’ Workshop. Each year, we offer a 
two-week intensive writing camp for high school students 
called the Young Authors’ Workshop. Participants spent ten 
full days writing together, led by guest speakers including 
poets, journalists, oral historians, and artists. Students grew 
their confidence and skills throughout the writing and editing 
process as they became a strong community of writers.  

Tenderloin Summer Programs. We hosted summer 
workshops at our Tenderloin Center, serving over 300 
students from 12 partner organizations. Workshops included 
poetry, podcasting, science writing, college essay support, 
and more. 

SURVEY SAYS

92% of participants 
in the Exploring Words 
Summer Camp reported 
learning new things about 
both writing and science.  

“I learned about creativity, adding  
big details, working with someone,  
and writing big stories.” 

ADRIANA R., AGE 9 
EXPLORING WORDS SUMMER CAMP  

Sometimes I feel 
like a buffalo: as 
strong as a leopard 
and as sneaky as 
Spiderman. When I 
feel like Beyonce, all 
I want to do is shine 
like the moonlight. 
In my dreams, I 
can be as tall as 
a cornstalk and 
swim like a dolphin. 
Sometimes I feel 
like a unicorn: as 
magical as can be.  
I wish I was invisible, 
just like glass. 

“ME”, BY ZARA G., AGE 8 
EXPLORING WORDS  
SUMMER CAMP





Our Mission Bay writing center 
needed a storefront to welcome 
the community and inspire 
creativity. Enter Woodland 
Creature Outfitters, Ltd. This 
truly magical space would not 
have been possible without the 
generosity of an incredible team 
of pro-bono builders, architects, 
artists, and contractors,  
led by WRNS Studio, BCCI 
Construction Company, and 
Office. Thank you to all of  
the following who contributed: 

Anderson Rowe & Buckley, 
Andrea Cochran Landscape 
Architecture, Ayoob & Peery 
Plumbing Co., B&L Commercial, 
BEI Construction, California 
Drywall Co., CE Toland & Sons, 
CISCO Meraki, Commercial 

Casework, Complete Millwork, 
Creative Ceilings Inc., Cutting 
Edge Drapery, De Anza Tile 
Co. Inc., Design Workshops, 
Dropbox, Giampolini & Co., 
Golden Gate Fire Protection, 
Luna Textiles, Majestic Floors 
Inc., McMillan Electric Co., 
Minton Door Co., Paganini 
Electric, Sheedy Crane Rental, 
Stockham Drywall, Tipping 
Structural, Two Furnish, and 
Young Electric. And thanks to all 
these talented artists for adding 
special touches: Borderline 
Art Collective, CCA BuildLab, 
Pete Belkin, Jacqueline Brown, 
Lundberg Design, Matthew 
Grubisich, Lauren Hartman,  
Slice Lab

MISSION BAY BY THE NUMBERS

Mission Bay is a new, intentionally diverse neighborhood being 
developed to help address the housing crisis and growing income 
inequality in San Francisco. One-third of all new development in 
the neighborhood is affordable housing, largely for families—but 
until recently, there were almost no support organizations for the 
1,000 low-income children who will soon be living in the area. So 
when our partners at the Tenderloin Neighborhood Development 
Corporation invited us to be the anchor educational support in their 
new low-income housing building in Mission Bay, we said yes.

We began working with neighborhood organizations to bring writing 
programs to their youth in 2018, while our building was under 

THANKS TO THE BUILD TEAM!

construction. In March 2019, we cut the ribbon on the 826 Valencia 
Mission Bay Center. Many of the students who come to our Mission 
Bay Center for tutoring live in our building, or in other affordable 
housing nearby. We’re now also serving schools in the Bayview and 
Potrero Hill neighborhoods. 

The 826 Valencia Mission Bay Center is a space where our students 
can access our unique model of one-on-one tutoring, writing, and 
publishing, and share their stories with their communities. And in 
hallmark 826 style, it all takes place in a strange, beautiful, and 
whimsical environment. Who knew you could get to an enchanted 
forest on the T line? 

AMPLIFYING STUDENT 
VOICES IN MISSION BAY  
Our new neighborhood brought 
exciting partnerships for 
amplifying our students’ voices 
all over the city. 

Advice for the Warriors 
While we think our arrival in 
Mission Bay is a pretty big deal, 
we admit that our soon-to-be 
new neighbors are exciting 
too. We teamed up with the 
Warriors and Dropbox on a 
project in which students wrote 
welcome letters with advice 
about the neighborhood. Chloe, 
age 7, wrote: “We are cheerful, 
we are eager to meet you…don’t 
jump in the channel!” Retired 
Warriors Jason Richardson and 
Stephen Jackson met with our 
students to get the full tour  
of the Dubs’ new community. 

MUNI Poetry 
Thanks to a partnership 
with Dropbox, our students’ 
writing was featured at MUNI 
stops throughout the Mission 
Bay, Bayview, and Mission 
neighborhoods. Students 
were thrilled to see their work 
displayed in the bus shelters, 
and the project helped raise 
awareness of our need for 
volunteers and donations  
to support the expansion. 

WHERE ARE WE NOW? 
The doors are open, but this 
project still needs your support. 
OCII and TNDC provided us 
with generous seed funding and 
free rent for 20 years (wow, 
right?). Even with that generous 
support, we still need your help. 
We are in a $4.2M campaign to 
fully launch our new center and 
all of its programs. As of the end 
of the fiscal year, we’ve raised 
$3.6M toward our goal. 

Reach out to 
development@826valencia.org 
to donate or get involved!  

“I love it because it helps me  
to write and read and finish 
my homework every day.”

SALMAN A., AGE 9 
MISSION BAY CENTER  
STUDENT AND  
BUILDING RESIDENT

130

220

87

5

STUDENTS 
SERVED

PROGRAM
HOURS

VOLUNTEERS

PUBLISHING 
PROJECTS

LEFT  

As a way to welcome their new neighbors, Mission Bay  
students took to the court with some former Warriors. 

The Mission Bay Center is home 
to a host of enchanted details  
for students to explore. 

photo by Celso Rojas photo by Celso Rojas

photo by Quynh-Le Nguyen
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

I FELT LIKE 
I WAS FAMOUS
 
BY KHACINA BIGGS, AGE 8 
AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING IN MISSION BAY  

When I first worked with 826 Valencia, 
it was with 826 tutors in the library 
community room. They were leading a 
writing workshop. I started writing a comic 
by myself. It was fun because it was my first 
time making a comic book. I felt so creative. 
Now I am in the After-School Tutoring 
program, and what I like about this program 
is that it is creative and cool.

This year, I have grown in confidence 
because I had the opportunity to write a 
letter to the Warriors and Dropbox. They 
used my letter in a video, and I got to read 
my letter to the Warriors. I felt like I was 
famous.  

826 Valencia has helped me by showing my 
writing around the whole of 4th Street, and 
my poem, “Recipe for Playing Together,” 
was put on a billboard in Mission Bay. My 
teacher saw it and she asked me to read 
my poem in front of my whole school. This 
made me feel proud of myself and happy, 
excited, and nervous. 

My favorite memory of 826 Valencia is 
when I made my own comic book that was 
about my own creature. It was grey and it 
was part wolf and part bird. My confidence 
has grown since I started coming to 826, 
because I have been picked for very big 
events because of my writing.
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COLLEGE AND 
CAREER READINESS

826 Valencia offers a variety of programs that support 
our students on their path to college and whatever career 
they choose. Our College and Career Readiness programs 
provide channels for ongoing involvement with 826 Valencia 
through middle school, high school, and beyond, coaching 
students to serve as role models for their younger peers. 
This constellation of programs aims to increase our students’ 
post-secondary success by offering leadership development, 
support with writing across the disciplines, and financial aid 
in the form of stipends and scholarships.

“{The best part was} 
hearing about the stories 
and experiences of the 
student I was working with 

—he cares about dialogue, 
civil discourse and 
democracy, and has done 
amazing things to further 
them. I found it inspiring.” 

2018 PERSONAL 
STATEMENT WEEKEND 
VOLUNTEER

The annual Great San 
Francisco Personal 
Statement Weekend served 
156 students, providing 
nearly 400 hours of one-on-
one support to high school 
seniors working on their 
personal statements for 
college applications.   

Our Youth Leadership 
Advisory Board (YLAB) 
consisted of 18 students 
in grades 8 to 12. They 
shared that their highlight 
of the year was the Career 
Carousel, a panel of 
professionals representing 
careers that YLAB members 
were interested in, from 
journalism to medicine to 
working at a nonprofit.

99% of Personal Statement 
Weekend participants 
reported that they felt more 
confident about their essays 
after working with a tutor. 

32 youth provided 908 hours 
of tutoring in our programs. 
30% of them are current 
or former 826 Valencia 
students! 

This year’s Scholarship 
Program was dedicated to 
the late Sydney Goldstein, 
founder of City Arts and 
Lectures and a loyal 
supporter of this program 
since its founding 17 years 
ago. 826 Valencia and our 
community of scholars are 
honored to carry forward 
Sydney’s beloved memory.

2018–2019 HIGHLIGHTS



MEET OUR 2019 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

JENNIFER VORRATH    
Taylor Renfrew Ingham Scholar 

“I know that as I have a new path full 
of challenges ahead of me. Writing 
will always be there for me, as it’s 
something that no one can take away 
from me.”

MELISSA GOMEZ    
Tom Savignano Scholar   

“Wearing [my mother’s] jewelry 
inspires me to work hard in school  
and earn the education my parents 
wanted for me, and didn’t have the 
chance to get.” 

NEWBERTH PALMA   
Tom Savignano Scholar 

“I want to continue improving my 
writing skills, delivering justice to my 
community through essays, poems, 
and vignettes. I want to become  
a writer, and do it freely and 
wholeheartedly.” 

CELESTE GUERRERO    
Sydney Goldstein Scholar   

“Writing has been everything for me 
at some points in my life: it has been 
a therapist, a way to speak up,  
to have fun, to study, to work, to 
understand. Writing is a part of me.”

MOHAMED ALHAYAWA   
Sydney Goldstein Scholar 

“My specific goal is to use coding to 
create technology that will enable 
others to learn languages, and I  
would especially love to benefit youth 
in Yemen who haven’t been afforded 
the opportunities I have.”

CRISTA ALARCON LUNA    
City Arts & Lectures Scholar  

“My parents’ bravery in the past is  
my motivation to keep pushing until  
I achieve my goals.”

JESSICA CAO FENG 
Art Berliner and  
Marian Lever Scholar,  
in honor of Sydney Goldstein   

“The way that I write is a reflection  
to the world of who I am. The 
sentence that I post on Instagram,  
the messages that I send to my 
friends, and the writing for my classes 
are the ways that I express myself  
to the world.”

Photos by Kristin Cofer 



I first started writing in elementary school 
in Yemen. One day my teacher took an 
interest in the stories I was writing about 
challenges I was facing at the time, and the 
following day the principal of my school 
came into the classroom, gathered around 
all of the students, and read my stories 
to the class. At the time, this was roughly 
equivalent to winning the lottery for me. 
I was ecstatic, and my excitement about 
writing grew tenfold.

More recently, my effort in writing has 
been centered on writing in English. It 
was difficult to learn a new language and 
know how to communicate my thoughts 
through it, but I have continued to improve 
my English through writing in school, daily 
communication with my teachers and 
administrators, and at my job where I need 
to compose itemized receipts for clients.

I first participated with 826 Valencia 
when they came to my school to help 
us with writing essays, and they helped 
me begin to navigate transitioning to the 
United States from my country. We would 
have one-on-one discussions, which was 
extremely helpful to me. 826 Valencia 
provided a space for me to ask questions 
to trusted people who care about me. This 
taught me about interdependence, which 
is where someone actively seeks out 
mutually supportive relationships to help 

both people achieve their goals and dreams. 
Interdependence is going to be a key factor 
in my college success. 

When I was selected as a scholarship 
winner I was extremely happy and couldn’t 
believe it, because before that I was very 
worried about college academically and 
financially, especially how I would pay  for 
college tuition. Now, as a college student at 
San Francisco State, I foresee continuing to 
improve my English while keeping in touch 
with my Arabic roots. My  goal is to learn 
an entirely new form of writing through 
computer coding. I have already begun to 
learn coding languages like Python and 
Java, and can’t wait to learn more. Two 
major classes I’m taking now are computer 
science and math. My specific goal is to 
use coding to create technology that will 
enable others to learn languages, and 
I would especially love to benefit youth 
in Yemen who haven’t been afforded the 
opportunities I have. 

Writing is important to me because it is 
going to allow me to make a difference in 
my community. I think writing is not just 
about sentences, it’s actually a whole world 
that has a lot of meaning. Not everyone 
thinks that writing can make big changes 
in this world, but I think that with writing, I 
can do anything. 
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

INTERDEPENDENCE 
IS KEY
 
BY MOHAMED ALHAYAWA, AGE 19 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER  
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Photo by Kristin Cofer
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2018 - 2019 OPERATING BUDGET

Income
Contributions from organizations $2,887,280

Contributions from individuals $1,745,583

Special events (net) $443,637

Other (includes stores) $256,647

Total income $5,333,147*

Expenses

Programming $2,845,444

Administrative $406,310

Fundraising $374,649

Retail Stores $158,235

Total expenses $3,784,638

 

INCOME

54% ORGANIZATIONS 

32% INDIVIDUALS

8% SPECIAL EVENTS

6% OTHER

EXPENSES

MISSION BAY 
CAMPAIGN

$4.2M 

75%  PROGRAMMING

11%  ADMINISTRATIVE

10%  FUNDRAISING

4% STORES

$600K NEEDED  
$3.6M RAISED

*�Includes $1.1 million for multi-year Mission Bay expansion campaign.

3
2

Thanks to the generosity of so many, we were able to raise 
significant capital and operating funds to open our Mission 
Bay Center in February, and did so while maintaining stable 
funding for our existing programs. This year’s financial report 
also reflects about $1.1 million raised toward our Mission 
Bay expansion campaign, where there is still a gap of $600K 
toward a $4.2M goal for future years’ programming expenses.

Our highest priorities for fundraising are closing the gap 
on our Mission Bay campaign, and raising multi-year 
unrestricted operating support that will allow us to grow 
sustainably and weather changes in the political landscape, 
economy, and our communities. 
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Income
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Expenses

Programming $2,845,444
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OUR GROWTH

826 Valencia has been on an exciting growth trajectory for 
the last five years, including opening a new Writers’ Room 
and new centers in the Tenderloin and in Mission Bay. Our 
strategic plan for the next three years will bring continued 
growth, especially as our new center reaches its full capacity.

But our focus is on deepening our impact, to give our 
students more opportunities to amplify their voices, develop 
as leaders, and have a positive impact on their communities. 
This shift represents a doubling down on our mission—one 
we cannot achieve without your generosity. Our vision for the 
future is more audacious than ever. Thanks for coming along 
for the adventure! 

2013 2019 2030

$1.2M budget  
4,500 students served 
500 active volunteers

One center 
Two Writer’s Rooms

$4.1M budget  
9,000 students served 
1,300 active volunteers

Three centers  
Three Writer’s Rooms

Every under-resourced 
student in San Francisco  

will have the writing skills 
and publishing platforms 

they need to use their voice  
for positive impact.
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Photo by Ashley Smith
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PHILANTHROPIC ANCHOR 

Anonymous
Caerus Foundation, Inc.
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Christopher & Coltrane Lord
Crankstart
Hellman Foundation
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman
Panta Rhea Foundation
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock
San Francisco Department of Children, Youth  

and Their Families

ADMIRAL 

Anonymous
Cameron Schrier Foundation
Cisco Foundation
City Arts & Lectures
Lee & Russ Flynn
Daniel Handler & Lisa Brown
Frances Hellman & Warren Breslau
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund
The Miner Anderson Family Foundation - CLAT
RippleWorks
Sergey Brin Family Foundation
Severns Family Foundation
Someland Foundation
Susan & David Tunnell
Gene & Suzanne Valla
Walnut Fund
W.L.S. Spencer Foundation
Yelp Foundation

CAPTAIN 

Anonymous
Anonymous in memory of Sydney Goldstein
826 National
Acton Family Giving
Dominique Bischoff-Brown
Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
DJMV Ginzton Giving Fund
Dolby Laboratories
GGS Foundation
The Harris Family
Kochi Foundation
Koret Foundation
Lampert Byrd Foundation
Loud Hound Foundation
Maverick Capital Foundation
Jake Moritz & The Kelson Foundation
Scott Patterson
Remick Family Foundation
Saint Francis Foundation
Tom Savignano
Shauna & Michael Stark
Twitter
Laurie & Jeff Ubben
Karen & Jim Wagstaffe
The Walther Foundation
Warriors Community Foundation
Wells Fargo
Rachel & Kevin Yeaman 

826 VALENCIA SUPPORTERS
“Thank you for helping me with words when I get stuck.  
You are kind as a raindrop and gentle as a flower.”

LILY, AGE 10
GUADALUPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

We extend our deepest gratitude to the individual, corporate, and organizational donors who 
supported us in the 2018-2019 fiscal year (July 1, 2018–June 30, 2019) through their generous 
gift, grant, sponsorship, pro-bono, and in-kind contributions. Without you, we would not 
have been able to provide over 9,000 San Francisco students with free writing, tutoring, and 
publishing programs this year. Thank you!
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FIRST MATE 

Anonymous
Allbirds, Inc.
Alta Magazine
AppLovin
Joya Banerjee & Harris Cohen
BBDO San Francisco
The Berliner Family Charitable Fund  

in honor of Sydney Goldstein
The Bernard Osher Foundation
Burnett Fund
Clark R. Smith Family Foundation
Dave & Gina Pell Family Foundation
Dow Jones Foundation
Edwin Callan Charitable Fund
Fleishhacker Foundation
The Futures Project
The estate of Leo & Rosemary Havilan
William & Margaret Hearst
The Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation
Vy & Matthew Hyman
Jamestown Community Center
John W. Mooty Foundation Trust
Jim & Tricia Lesser
Sally Lewis
Mary A. Crocker Trust
Julia Matsudaira & Nate Falkner
Microsoft
Miranda Lux Foundation
The Norman Raab Foundation
The Office of Economic and Workforce 

Development 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Robin Renfrew & family in honor of Taylor 

Renfrew Ingham
Mark Risher & Deborah Yeh
Rose & David Dortort Foundation
Santel McGinnis Family Charitable Fund
Scandling Family Foundation
The Stocker Foundation
Andrew Strickman & Michal Ettinger
Rick & Nicole Wolfgram

QUARTERMASTER 

Anonymous
Alex Lerner 

 

Alexander M. & June L. Maisin Foundation,  
a supporting foundation of the Jewish 
Community Federation & Endowment Fund

The Amster Family Fund 
The Campbell Foundation 
The Carl Gellert & Celia Berta Gellert Foundation
Lydia Chavez & Mark Rabine*
DocuSign
EACH Foundation
Carolyn & Braden Edwards
Giants Community Fund
Jessica Goldman Foung
Grey Family Foundation
Hall Capital Partners Fund
Zach & Kim Hyman
International Paper
J&L Frankel Fund in memory of Sydney Goldstein
Joaquin Family Charitable Fund
Jeri Johnson
Keker Family Foundation
Kevin King & Meridee Moore
David Kirp
Jordan Kurland
Lee & Perry Smith Fund
Kavitha & Reza Lotun
Kris Malone Grossman & Ed Grossman
McKinley Family Foundation  

in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Messinger/Powell Donor Advised Fund
Neda Nobari Foundation
John Odell
Kasra Omid-Zohoor
Orange River Fund
Theresa Preston-Werner & Thomas Werner
Quach-Kuo Family Foundation
Sam Mazza Foundation
Sanchez Family Fund  

in honor of Angela & David Filo
Mike Scribner

SHIPMATE 

Anonymous
Airbnb, Inc.
Eric & Donna Abrams
Kyle Akin
Lauren Booker Allen & Harold Allen
Allison Arieff
Simon Arscott
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Lillian Asperin
Nicole Avril & Daniel Gelfand
Mac Barnett
BBVA Compass Foundation
Chris Beckmann
Richard Ben-Veniste in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Armen & Jasmine Berjikly
Zahra Bhayour Kelly
Bill Graham Supporting Foundation of the Jewish 

Community Federation & Endowment Fund
Daniel & Lee Bird*
Wendell W. Birkhofer
Janet Bishop
Stephen Bley in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Michele & Steven Boal
Vandy Boudreau
Jennifer Braun & Ray Ryan
Lynn Brinton & Dan Cohn
Adam Brodsley
Nicole C. Brown*
Viola Buitoni & John Fox
Sylvia & Barry Bunshoft
Patricia Buse & Stephen Singer  

in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Juan Caicedo Lopez
Caldwell Fisher Family Foundation
Nínive & Jean Claude Calegari
Jack & Molly Cargas
Matthew Carney
John Chabalko
Chambers & Chambers Wine Merchants
Charles Schwab Foundation
Janet Chen in memory of Sydney Goldstein
Sarah Chester
Anthony Chivetta
Clay Foundation 
Kimberly Connor
Cotter Charitable Foundation
Laura Cox
Kathy & Patrick Coyle
Elise Craig
Credit Karma
Sam Cuddeback
Zachary Clay
Dandelion Chocolate
David & Carla Crane Philanthropic Fund
David Foster Wallace Literary Trust
Davita Pacific Dialysis

Chris & Lara Deam
Bill & Donna Dehn
Leela DeSouza Bransten & Peter Bransten
DocuSign
Chris Domina
The Donald & Carole Chaiken Foundation
Caroline & Mike Donohue
Katherine Doumani
Dropbox
Naomi & Michael Duckworth
The Earle & Annette Shaw Family Foundation
Heather & John Elder
Joan Emery
Arline B. Epstein
Lenore Estrada
Lenore Estrada & Manish N. Shah  

in memory of Sydney Goldstein
Jacob Farkas*
First Republic Bank
Heidi Fisher Castelein
Jody Fox*
Enikia Ford Morthel
Carol Francis & Steve Chapman
Fred Gellert Family Foundation
Kelly & Buck French
Vicki Friedberg
Fthree Foundation
Gabilan Fund
Jonathan Garrett
Anne Germanacos in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Giving Circles Fund of the  

Laura Arrillaga-Andreessen Foundation
Thomas Goddard & He Liu
Helen Goldsmith & Paul Heller
Tony & Caroline Grant
Joseph Green
Joe & Barbara Gurkoff
Paul Haigney
Carrie & Larry Haimovitch  

in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Allyson Halpern & Dan Cohen
Lori Halverson Schryer
Alex Hansen
Richard Harkness
Nicole Hartman
Michael Heffernan  

in honor of Ed Cavagnaro & Barbara Goode 
Eric Heiman

*Monthly Donor
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Jess Hemerly & Jonathan Koshi
Kit & Linda Hinrichs
Matt & Michele Hofherr
Emily Holt
Jacquelyn Horton
Erwin Hosono & Beth Axelrod
Khaled & Roya Hosseini
David Hover & Karen Michels
Benjamin Howard
Kirby Hutton
Dean Huynh
IM C Davis & J Marcus Family Foundation
Abigail Jacobs
Margaret Jacobs
Melind John & Stephanie Chu
Peter Kangas
Tom Kearney & Elaine Holliman
Brian Kilb
Hilary Kivitz
Kruger Family Foundation
Krummel Family Fund
Kiran Kumar
Laird Norton Company
Mary & Nathan Lane
Cynthia Lee
Gloria Lenhart
Lesbians for Good
Ellen Levin
Toby & Jerry Levine
Aaron Lewis
Jodi Liano
Linda Woo & Amir Najmi Donor Fund
Marc Lipsett & Elizabeth Jaroslow
Lyft
M + K Beckwith Family Fund
Walter Macklem
Angus MacLane
Buffy & Patrick Maguire
Vincent Mancini in memory of Ben Kaplan
Julian Manyika
Sarah & James Manyika
Lynda & John Marren
Masud & Alex Mehran Foundation  

in memory of Sydney Goldstein
Donna Maynard
Emily McAfee
Carolyn & Anthony McCusker

Kellie McElhaney
Christina McGuire
Elizabeth McMillan
Thomas McVey & Rae Ellen Davis*
Liz Melchor
Kaelin Merrihew
Matt Middlebrook & Lisa Presta
Faraz Milani
Omid Milani
Steven Miller
Shawn Mindus & Alice Engelmore  

Charitable Foundation
Adam Moore
Jake Moskowitz
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Katrina & Tim Morshead
Mozilla
Don Mullikin
Heather & Clem O’Donnell
Jim O'Donnell & Michael Ginther
Tamara Okyere
Kasra Omid-Zohoor*
Katy & David Orr
Koa Ostrem
Rohan Palekar
Sejal Patel & Sanjay Banker
Toby Paterson & Nicole Boyer
Maggie Perks
Grant Petersen
Robin Petravic
Dale Pitman
Pledgeling Foundation
Dr. Matthew Pollman
Gregory Poulos
Quinn Lowenthal Family Fund
Alexandra Quinn & Mark Spoylar
Leslie & Merle Rabine
Michael Rafferty
Patrick Reeves*
Michael Reynolds & Katherine Applegate
Ritual Coffee Roasters
Robert S. & Marjorie Y. Scott Foundation
Marcia Rodgers & Garrett Loube
Matt Rolandson
Scott Rubin
Phil Ruppanner
Jessi Rymill
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Celia Sack*
San Francisco Giants
Laura Sanchez
Tish & Paul Scola
Will Scullin
David Selby Maltz & Antje Kann
SF Sketchfest
Vaughn Shields
Louise Shultz
Carol Siegal
Kristina & Chris Smith
Mike Smith & Carmen Jimenez Smith
Leef Smith
Douglas Sovern & Sara Newmann
Joe & Sara Spero in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Barbara Spicer
Jacqueline Stark
Renae Steichen
Joachim Steinberg
The Stephen & Paula Smith Family Foundation
Steven Nathaniel Wolkoff Foundation  

in memory of Steven Nathaniel Wolkoff

James Steyer
Frances Stroh and the Mary K. Robertson Family 

Fund 
Boon Supply
Taryn Sutton
Andrew Sveikauskas
Roselyne Swig in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Mary Taugher & F. Martin Booth
Bill & Heather Terrell
Therapy
Mark Thomas
Michael Tilson Thomas & Joshua Robison
Chase Tingley & Rita Lin
Jeffrey Toobin in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Esther Tricoche
Tsais Family Foundation
Faryl Ury
Ellen Valletta
Alyson & Peter Van Hardenberg
Myla Van Lynde
Joe Vasquez 

Photo by Sendy Santamaria

*Monthly Donor
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Ayelet Waldman & Michael Chabon  
in honor of Sydney Goldstein

Darrin Ward*
Waste Solutions Group in honor of Michael Okada
Amanda Weitman
Kirsten Wolfe
Timothy & Maggie Woodward
Susan Woolf
Michael Yoshikami
Diane Zagerman & Donald Golder

SAILOR 

Anonymous
Anonymous*
Aldea Home
Mokhtar Alkhanshali
David & Robyn Barrie
Heidi Bastel*
Kiersten Bautista
Maren Bean
Randie Bencanann & Bobby Baron
Sandy Biagi
Susan Birnbaum
Jessica Blackshaw
Peter Brantley
Erin Bright*
Jenny Bunshoft Pergher
Lindy Caldwell*
Brittany Carrico
Doris Chang
Children's Day School
Morris Chow
Cisco Meraki
Kelly Close
Ed Cohen
Josh Cohen in memory of Sydney Goldstein
Maureen Coleman
Cookie Jar Fund
Edward Cooper
Russell Corrigan & Pamela McGuire
Steven & Risa Corwin in memory of Scott Hauser
Craftsman & Wolves
Thomas Curtis*
Fonda Davidson
Morgan Davis
Decus Biomedical, Inc.
Shari & Roy DeWeese

Lavinia Dimond
Joe Doctor
Kenneth Eddings
Jessica English
Deborah Fedorchuk
Fellow Barber SF
Janine Firpo
Girts Folkmanis
Jody Fox
Kevin Frank
Simon Frankel in memory of Sydney Goldstein
Jonathan Garrett
Yvonne Green
Harvey Green*
Fahad Habib
Eric Harmon
Harp Mountain Fund
Kate Haug
Libby Helms in honor of the Gabel/Chui wedding, 

the Powell/Soares wedding, & the Misener/
Rohwer wedding

Donald Hesse
Susan Hirsch in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Dani Hussey
Ibbotson-Brown Family Fund
Dr. Joseph & Urmilla John 
Katherine Jung
Charles Katz
Nick Kaw*
Andrea Kellerman
Jonas Kellner
Christine Kelly
Paulette & David Kessler  

in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Sharky & Naomi Laguana
Kona Lai
Trina Lanegan
Brian Larson
Andrew Lee
Lee & Stuart Pollack Philanthropic Fund  

in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Joe Lindsay*
Cathy Manshel & Bill Rusitzky
Martin & Kathleen Cohn Philanthropic Fund
Mairin McCracken
Donald & Linda McPherson
Claire Meneer
Mission Bicycle
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MIXT
Morehouse Family Fund
Allison Muir
Bita Nazarian
Tonga Nguyen Tran
Jessica O'Connor
John Oram
Jeff & Barb Ottum
Marian Palaia
Rekha Patel
Paxton Gate
PJ Perger
Andy Perkins
Mark Perry
Han Phung in honor of Otto Malo-Phung*
Katie Pickrell as a gift for  

Jenny Lawrence & Mike Kitson
Stuart Pollack in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Presidio Hill School
Cathy Preston
The Question Fund
Sally Randel
Derek Redfern
Patrick Reeves*
Matt Rivitz & Blythe Lang
Celso Rojas
Leah Rosenberg
Melissa Ruhl & Chris Lentini*
Robert Satake in honor of Noah & Ning Hurwitz
Katharine Schultz
Robert Schwartz
Kaitlyn Schwartz-Reeves
Joan & Matthew Scott
Richard Seeborg in honor of Sydney Goldstein
Vanessa & Phil Siino Haack
Mike Smith
Rachel Steinberg
Charlie Stigler
Kenji Tagaya
Leah Tarlen & John Moffat
Brad Taylor
Jane Tobin
Kathleen Toohill
TopDrawer
Talia Trillig
Joshua Weinstein
Amber Wheeler

Erin Winkler
Christopher H. & Cynthia G. Winship
Lara Woo
Jennifer Yee

IN-KIND DONORS 

Anonymous
Aesop
Ali Baba's Cave
Allbirds, Inc.
Anderson, Rowe & Buckley
Andrea Cochran Landscape Architecture
Ayoob & Peery Plumbing Co. 
B&L Commercial 
Bay Area Motivate/Ford Go Bike
BCCI Construction
Bee Hunter Wines
BEI Construction
Bi-Rite Market
Books Inc.
Borderline Art Collective
Shawna & Dan Brotsky
Bryan Burkhart
California College of the Arts
California Drywall Co. 
Cartograph Wines
CE Toland & Sons Commercial Casework
The Chapel
Cisco Systems
Clif Bar
Complete Millwork Services
Craftsman & Wolves
Creative Ceilings Inc.
Tyler Cushing
Cutting Edge Drapery
Dabba
Dandelion Chocolate
Dave Eggers & Vendela Vida
De Anza Tile Co. Inc.
Design Workshops
Diego Taccioli, Slice Lab
Dropbox
Enterprise for Youth
Fellow
Firepie Pizza
Flora Grubb
Fort Point Beer Company

*Monthly Donor
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Geese & Ganders
George & Lennie
Giampolini & Co.
Goat Hill Pizza
Matthew Grubisich
Gus's Community Market
Harmonic Brewing
Jacqueline Brown
Johnny Doughnuts
Kind Snacks
Lady Falcon Coffee Club & Buffy Maguire
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Lauren Hartman & Pete Belkin
Kathy Lavicka
Leads Legacy
Lemonade Restaurant Group
Little Star Pizza
Lundberg Design
Lyft
Majestic Floors
McMillan Electric Co.
Miette Patisserie
Minton Door Company
Mission Pie
Noise Pop Industries
Office
Paganini Electric Corporation
Panera Bread
Pi Bar
Pizzeria Delfina
Purity Organic
Sassafras
Sheedy Crane Rental
Stockham Construction Inc.
Tartine
Tenderloin Neighborhood Development 

Corporation
Tinker Kitchen
Tipping Structural
Two Furnish
Verbal Kensington
Whole Foods
WRNS Studios
Yemen Kitchen
Yo Tambien Cantina
Young Electric Inc.

CORPORATE MATCHES  

Thank you to these companies who  
matched their employees’ donations  
and volunteer hours.  
 
Adobe 
Apple
Boeing
Clif Bar
The David & Lucile Packard Foundation
DocuSign
Dolby
Dropbox
Eaton
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Google
Intuit
Johnson & Johnson
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
Levi Strauss & Co.
LinkedIn
The MacArthur Foundation
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Power Integrations
Salesforce
Sempra Energy
Sephora
Southern California Gas Company
Thomson Reuters
Truist
VISA
The Walt Disney Company Foundation
Yelp! 

STAFF

Bita Nazarian 
Brad Amorosino
Melissa Anguiano
Yareli Arreola
Paolo Bicchieri
Nana Boateng
Angelina Brand
Nicole C. Brown
Sarah Bruhns
Karla Brundage
Ricardo Cruz-Chong
Lila Cutter



S
U

P
P

O
R

T
E

R
S

4
3

We strive for accuracy in all things—including your name in print here. Please email 
development@826valencia.org if your information is incorrect and we’ll right the ship. 

Precediha Dangerfield
Allyson Halpern
Virdell Hickman
Juan Ibarra 
Caroline Kangas
Kavitha Lotun
Montana Manalo
Molly Parent
Nick Parker
Lucie Pereira
Stina Perkins
Christina Villaseñor Perry
Ginnie Redmond
Kathleen Rodríguez
Nesley Rojo
Meghan Ryan
Sendy Santamaria 
Ashley Smith 
Leah Tarlen
Benita Tsao
Shelby Urbina
Jillian Wasick 
Byron Weiss
Ryan Young 

AMERICORPS MEMBERS, 2019-2020 

Kanya Abe
Ryan Bloom
Kyle Breschini
Sophie Goethals
Diego Hernandez
Hannah Johnson
Natalie Louie 
Daniel Mata
Monika Mednick 
Fiona Murphy
Peter O’Meara
Martin Quarto
Alex Turnage
Sydney Vogl

BOARD

Eric Abrams
Colleen Quinn Amster

Joya Banerjee
Jasmine Berjikly
Lisa Brown
Carolyn Feinstein Edwards
Alex Lerner
Jim Lesser
Julia Matsudaira
Enikia Ford Morthel
Dave Pell
Liza Ramrayka
Joe Vasquez
Rachel Swain Yeaman

ASSOCIATE BOARD

Talia Moyal
Jess Blackshaw
Tahira Ali
Kiersten Bautista
Matt Carney
Michelle Favin
Kalani Hicks
Kirby Hutton
Kenzie Kilb
Reza Lotun
Faraz Milani
Maddie Oatman
Owen Somerfeld
Faryl Ury
Andrea Vallone

Ali Vivinetto

V.E.S.T. (VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT 
SUPPORT TEAM)

Susan Birnbaum
Ed Cavagnaro
Gloria Lenhart
Kate Marsh
Tim R.



You can visit 826 Valencia, peruse our student-written publications, stock up on supplies for 
the working buccaneer, explorer, or woodland creature, and interact with the wonders within. 
Sometimes the wonders will even interact with you. What are we talking about? Come visit our 
stores and you’ll see!

Pirate Supply Store
826 Valencia Street 
San Francisco, CA 94 0
Daily, 12–6 p.m.

PIRATE  
SUPPLY STORE

KING CARL’S  
EMPORIUM

WOODLAND CREATURE 
OUTFITTERS, LTD.

King Carl’s Emporium
180 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94 02
Mon–Fri, 11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Woodland Creature 
Outfitters, Ltd.
1310 4th Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
Daily, 12–6 p.m.

VISIT US




	AR_Gatefold2.pdf
	AR_Gatefold.pdf
	AR_Covers.pdf
	AR_F.pdf



