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their creative and expository writing skills and to helping teachers inspire their students to write. 
Our services are structured around the understanding that great leaps in learning can happen with 
one-on-one attention and that strong writing skills are fundamental to future success.
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Dear friends,
How many times have you sat down to write? A 
bazillion or more times, right? Whether it’s an email, 
a college-entrance essay, an article, a story, or a 
love note, we know that the ability to write well 
is a game-changer that helps us inform, inspire, 
persuade, entertain, and woo. 

What I love about 826 Valencia is that we take 
this profound appreciation for writing and ensure 
that our young people hone their craft through a 
unique combination of ingredients that we often call “the secret sauce:” the 
volunteers who provide much-needed individual support for our students, 
our unparalleled spirit of fun and possibility, the symbiotic partnerships 
with our schools and families, and the gorgeous publications that are a 
testament to our students’ talents. As an educator who has spent eigh-
teen years committed to improving public education for students with the 
greatest need, I can tell you that this secret sauce is essential to helping 
our students thrive. 

We cannot make the difference we aim to make without your support. 
Please read on to learn about our accomplishments from last year and 
our expansion plans. Thanks for all that you do for our young writers 
and scholars.

Warmly,

Bita Nazarian
executive director

PHOTO BY SETH GOLUB
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Mission 
826 Valencia is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting students 
ages six to eighteen with their creative and expository writing skills and 
to helping teachers inspire their students to write. Our services are struc-
tured around the understanding that great leaps in learning can happen 
with one-on-one attention and that strong writing skills are fundamental 
to future success.

History

Named for its street location in the Mission District of San Francisco, 826 Valencia 
was founded in 2002 by author Dave Eggers and educator Nínive Calegari. 826 
Valencia comprises a much-used writing lab, a student-friendly retail pirate 

supply store that partially funds our programs, and three satellite writing programs 
at nearby schools. Since we opened our 
doors, more than 7,000 volunteers have 
dedicated their time to working with tens 
of thousands of students. 

About Us



PHOTO BY HENRIK KAM

“Kids can’t learn until they feel 
heard. 826 Valencia gives young 
people the opportunity to be heard, 
and to have their voices honored 
and amplified. That’s life-changing 
for any student.”
DAVE EGGERS, CO-FOUNDER, 826 VALENCIA
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Due to the success of 826 Valencia’s model, 826 
National was founded in 2008 to help other cities 
launch their own organizations. We are now one 
of seven official 826 chapters in the United States, 
and we’ve been the inspiration for many other 
like-minded groups worldwide, all dedicated to 
supporting strong writing skills in students.

Vision

At 826 Valencia, we believe that all students, regardless of income or background,  
	 deserve a chance to be successful. We know that with the attention of a caring adult,  
		  an opportunity to become a published author, and an environment that culti-

vates wonder, the power of writing can come alive for students. As students express 
themselves, they develop self-confidence and skills that help them succeed in school  
and beyond.

Some of the difficulties our students face involve a public school system challenged 
by large class sizes, underfunding, and poor teacher retention. And sadly, our most 
under-resourced families and schools are disproportionately affected by budget cuts and 
understaffing. These shortfalls lead to higher dropout rates among at-risk students, lower 
rates of college attendance and completion, and a lack of readiness for jobs and careers. 

Our approach to these challenges is to leverage the goodwill and talents of our commu-
nity of volunteers and supporters to help students achieve their full potential. Every day 
we welcome fleets of trained and dedicated volunteers to give students individualized 
attention as they roll up their sleeves and write. This hard work is met with creativ-
ity, imagination, and possibility that is best represented by our magical storefront on 
Valencia Street. Our tutors effectively inspire students with rigorous project-based learn-
ing; teachers are supported in delivering their curricula; families are engaged and heard; 
and our constant output of books, magazines, newspapers, and chapbooks gives students 
a voice beyond their classroom and allows them to share their stories.

“When students learn how to commu-
nicate well, doors open. The 826 
staff, volunteers, and teachers are 
changing lives every day.” 
NÍNIVE CALEGARI, CO-FOUNDER, 826 VALENCIA
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Programs



After-School Tutoring

Throughout the 2013–2014 year, we offered long-term, intensive support to students 
outside of their regular school day. From August through May, 826 Valencia 
was packed four days each week with neighborhood students who came in for 

one-on-one tutoring in all subject areas. After-School Tutoring supports students’ 
academic success by providing individualized tutoring on homework assignments, daily 

creative writing practice, and chats about high-interest 
books. Students also have access to drop-in tutoring 
on Sundays.

Last school year, 826 Valencia expanded its After-
School Tutoring program with a twice-weekly 
evening session geared toward the unique needs of 
older students. Tutors came prepared to support 
more complex homework assignments, and provided 

PHOTO BY COLIN SMITH

SURVEY SAYS…

94% of parents said 826 offers their 
child help with homework that they 
cannot provide.

94% said their child is getting better 
grades in school.

94% said their child understands his/her 
homework better with the help of tutors.

94% said their child received the 
specialized attention he/she needed to 
complete homework assignments.
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ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY SIX

TOTAL NO. of  

SESSIONS

7 7
AVERAGE NO. 
of STUDENTS 
PER SESSION

TOTAL NO. of
STUDENTS SERVED

THIRTY
FOUR

TOTAL NO. OF
INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERS

AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING BY THE NUMBERS

college-entrance essay help for high school seniors. We partnered with nearby 
ScholarMatch for these evening sessions to help students and parents access college 
application and financial aid support. 

EXPLORING WORDS SUMMER CAMP
School may let out each summer, but 826 keeps at it with year-round educational program-
ming. In the summer of 2013, we offered our seventh annual Exploring Words Summer 
Camp to support the summer learning goals of our After-School Tutoring students.

In addition to our traditional creative writing 
curriculum, the five-week camp focused on 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Math). Students from second through fifth 
grade conducted science experiments, wrote 
stories, and developed portfolios of their best 
work with the one-on-one support of tutors. 

Q: DID YOU NOTICE ANY CHANGES 
IN YOUR CHILD’S ATTITUDES 
TOWARD SCIENCE OR WRITING?

A: “Yes, it’s very notable. He talks to 
me a lot about cells and animals and 
he comes home to read more books, 
with more enthusiasm.”
PARENT, EXPLORING WORDS SUMMER CAMP
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Programs

In-Schools

Every school year, 826 Valencia dispatches teams of volunteers to local high-need 
schools around the city to support teachers and provide one-on-one assistance 
to students as they tackle various projects. During the 2013–2014 school year, 

our volunteers helped students write research papers, plays, college-entrance essays, 
poetry, and articles for school newspapers. 

We gave additional support to nearby Everett and James Lick Middle Schools, where 
we staffed two dedicated 826 Writers’ Rooms to support teachers and students on site 
throughout the year. Our staff worked with the administration of each school to serve all 
students, and particularly focused on supporting English Language Learners. Teachers 
reported that students developed their ideas more fully and expressed themselves more 
clearly as a result of the support in the Writers’ Rooms. 

Last year, we launched a new satellite after-school program for forty third- and fourth-
grade English Language Learners at Buena Vista Horace Mann (BVHM), a bilingual 
K–8 school in the Mission District. 826 Valencia staff worked with teachers at BVHM 
to develop an after-school writing curriculum that enhanced academic learning in the 
classroom. As a result, students experienced accelerated reading level gains, with 75% 
achieving more than a year’s growth in just five months.

TOTAL 
NO. OF 
PROGRAM
HOURS

TOTAL NO. OF
IN-SCHOOLS
PROJECTS

1

5:97

THIRTY
NINE

FIFTEEN HOURS

TOTAL NO. OF STUDENT ATTENDEES 2,878

AVG. LENGTH of PROJECT

176TOTAL NO. OF
INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERS

IN-SCHOOLS TUTORING BY THE NUMBERS

PHOTO BY TRACY LIU 
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Programs

Workshops

During the 2013–2014 school year, 826 Valencia offered thirty-two workshops 
designed to foster creativity and strengthen writing skills in a wide variety of 
areas. Workshop topics included the art of the personal essay, writing for sketch 

comedy, and our in-house newspaper, the Valencia Bay-farer. All workshops, from the 
playful to the practical, are project-based and taught by experienced, accomplished 

professionals working in their field.

SUMMER YOUNG AUTHORS’ WORKSHOP
Last August, 826 Valencia hosted its tenth annual Young 
Authors’ Workshop, an intensive week-long writing camp for 
Bay Area students entering grades ten through twelve. Students 
teamed up with professional writers, poets, and spoken word 
artists to craft original work that they shared with their peers 
in a rigorous and supportive learning environment. 

PHOTO BY CLAUDIA SANCHEZ

SURVEY SAYS...

91% of students said they learned 
new things about how to be a 
good writer.

96% said they had fun.

82% said the workshop increased 
their confidence about writing.

81% said the activities made 
them think hard about writing.

91% said they were proud of 
their work.
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You may know about the crisis in Ukraine right 
now. You may ask, how does this concern young 
people? Well, you might have to buy a new map! 

All jokes aside, this is the first international 
crisis of my lifetime, and it really caught my 
attention because of that. It shows that we’ve 

U K R A I N E A N D RUSSI A : I T ’ S COM PLIC AT E D
BY ROSA MURPHY, AGE 12

On March 8, 2014, Malaysian Airlines Flight 
370 departed from Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport. Six hours and forty-three minutes later, it 
was pronounced missing.

Here are the VERY bare bones of the 
timeline: the plane left at 12:41 a.m., local time. 
Communication was lost at 1:22 a.m.. The f light 
was proclaimed missing at 7:24 a.m.. Just before 
10:00 p.m., Malaysian Airlines said that “beyond 
reasonable doubt” the plane was missing and that 
all the passengers were presumed dead and/or 
missing. They also said that the plane had crashed 
somewhere in the southern Indian Ocean.

Exactly where and when the plane crashed 
is unknown, but the how is a matter of debate. 

Theories range from terrorist attacks to abduction 
by aliens. The governments investigating the crash, 
including the United States, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Australia, and of course Malaysia, have said that 
almost all the theories are untrue. The exact 
reasons for how the plane crashed are unknown, 
but here are some theories.

In Wired, veteran pilot Chris Goodfellow 
suggested a simple theory: the plane suffered an 
electrical fire on board. This would explain why 
communications were lost. Another reasonable 
theory put forth by the Daily Express was that a 
container of mangosteens could have contained 
bombs. There were also f lammable lithium-ion 
batteries and miscellaneous electronics that could 
have started a fire. 

There have even been theories related to singers 
and songs! YouTubers are saying that lyrics from 

FLIGHT 370
BY JASPER BETTAG, AGE 10

the singers Pitbull and Shakira’s 2012 song “Get 
it Started” are evidence. Specifically the part 
where Pitbull sings, “Now it’s off to Malaysia, two 
passports, three cities, two countries, one day.” 
Some theories are even more crazy. One theory 
is that the plane got sucked up by a black hole, 
even though a small black hole would suck up the  
solar system. 

come a long way in terms of civilization, but we 
still have a long way to go. There’s a lot of war 
and diplomatic crises erupting all over the world. 
Ukraine is currently on a very fast journey down 
the road from a little uprising in an unimportant, 
faraway country, to possible “all-out war,” as 
NPR’s Ari Shapiro said from Donetsk.

It seems as if this might be a bad sign for the 
era of relative harmony in Europe. This apparent 
disregard for country borders could have big 
consequences. Other countries may follow Russia’s 
example and invade their neighbors. 

Here’s what’s been happening. The ex-president 
of Ukraine was getting money from the Russian 
government, which caused unrest in Kiev and 
other regions, including Crimea and Donetsk. 
There were a lot of protests starting at the end of 
2013. On February 26, Russia annexed Crimea 
without warning. Since then, there have been 

Colored area of map depicts Ukraine; courtesy of turner.com
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HOW TO  
BE US
THE JOURNAL OF THE  
YOUNG AUTHORS’ WORKSHOP
SUMMER 2013

The Journal of The Writing & Publishing Apprentices

FALL 2013

TOTAL NO. of
WORKSHOP
SESSIONS

6 5

AVERAGE NO. OF STUDENTS PER SESSION TEN

TOTAL NO. OF STUDENT WORKSHOP HOURS  2,366

TOTAL NO. OF
SCHOOLS SERVED90
TOTAL NO. of
STUDENTS
SERVED

TWO
HUNDRED

FIVE
one hundred
twenty one

TOTAL NO. OF
INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERS

WORKSHOPS BY THE NUMBERS

“I’ve learned a lot at 826 from 
both tutors and students, and I’m 
grateful that I have the privilege 
of now being a veteran student 
at 826 Valencia.”
ZORA ROSENBERG, AGE 16, WRITING & 

PUBLISHING APPRENTICES WORKSHOP
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Programs

Field Trips

Up to four times every week, 826 Valencia welcomes an entire class for a morning 
of high-energy learning. Our Storytelling and Bookmaking field trip leads students 
to collaboratively write an original story, end the story with a cliffhanger, and 

then individually write their own conclusions with the help of trained tutors. Meanwhile, 
a professional artist illustrates the story, and volunteers bind a book for each student to 

take home with them that day. Students are moti-
vated to perform at their highest levels through 
the urging of a cranky editor whom they never 
see. Field trips are popular and priority is given 
to schools with the greatest needs.

SURVEY SAYS…

99% of teachers said the field trip program was 
a unique and valuable learning opportunity.

100% said their students seemed engaged in 
the program.

100% said their students learned new things 
about writing.

100% said the program met curriculum 
standards.

100% said their students were challenged 
during the program.

99% said their students will take a new 
excitement for writing back to the classroom.

PHOTO BY SETH GOLUB
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AVERAGE NO. 
OF STUDENTS

PER

SESSION
TOTAL NUMBER OF

FIELD TRIPS
ONE HUNDRED TWO

TOTAL NO. OF
INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERS2 3 4 6

TOTAL NO. of
STUDENTS 
SERVED

FIELD TRIPS BY THE NUMBERS

Good vs. Evil: The Fight for the Red Diamond (excerpt)
MS. WONG’S FOURTH GRADE CLASS, PAUL REVERE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Down on the beach on the light side of the island, Mr. Z  
was trying to conquer his fear of water. Mr. Z was a ninja 

policeman in a bright red suit. His friend, Kary Beary, was a 
cuddly teddy bear on top and a sleek dolphin on the bottom...

“It was excellent from start to finish. 
One of my students, who is never 
excited about writing, was the most 
enthusiastic of them all—I think we 
might have jumped a hurdle. I can’t 
wait to apply for next year!”
RON RUSSO, SECOND GRADE TEACHER,  

DANIEL WEBSTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Programs

College and Career Readiness

Last year, we offered a series of programs designed to prepare students for college. 
We provided a record eight $15,000 scholarships to college-bound seniors, 
served 198 high school seniors at the Great San Francisco Personal Statement 

Weekend where students received undivided attention on their college-entrance essays, 
and partnered with ScholarMatch to offer college access workshops for our seventh- to 
twelfth-graders during evening tutoring. ScholarMatch also provides ongoing support to 
our scholarship winners while enrolled in college to help them transition successfully.

2014 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
826 VALENCIA SCHOLARSHIP

Dayra Banales
Yesika Menjivar Cruz
Daisy Fong

NEW VOICE SCHOLARSHIP

Ammar Lee Fowler

ART BERLINER-MARIAN 
LEVER SCHOLARSHIP

Josseline Juarez

NATHAN JILLSON MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

Jaime Velis Sanchez

FLORENCE & IRVING HOCHMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Wanyi Chen

YOUNG AUTHOR’S SCHOLARSHIP

Giorgia Peckman

DAYRA BANALES

JOSSELINE JUAREZ

YESIKA MENJIVAR CRUZ

JAIME VELIS SANCHEZ

DAISY FONG

WANYI CHEN

AMMAR LEE FOWLER
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GIORGIA PECKMAN
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“My family would not have 
been able to afford a private 
college counselor to help me 
polish my essays. I was 
admitted to all my top choice 
schools. My essays got so 
much better thanks to the 
826 weekend.”
LEO PAGE-BLAU, STUDENT,  

PERSONAL STATEMENT WEEKEND, 2013

SURVEY SAYS…

100% of students reported feeling more confident 
about their personal statements after working 
with a tutor.

97% reported making significant progress on 
their essay. 

97% got accepted into four-year universities.

93% reported that they received help during 
Personal Statement Weekend they would not have 
received otherwise.

PHOTO BY SETH GOLUB
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Programs

Publishing

In all of 826 Valencia’s programs, students have the ability to experience, appreciate,  
create, and recognize great writing in part because of our professional-quality  
publishing. Last year, 826 Valencia published literary quarterlies, magazines, news-

papers, books, and chapbooks, all created by students. Experienced editors and designers 
are involved in these projects to give students greater insight into the realities of profes-
sional publishing. Our student books are publicized through our website, community 
events, and the local media, and are sold nationwide. Publishing student work is an 
essential component of our project-based approach; when students have the opportunity  
to share their writing with a broad audience, their motivation to do their best climbs.

Pirate Supply Store

San Francisco’s only independent Pirate Supply Store opened 
its doors at 826 Valencia in 2002. Since then, the retail space 
has served as a creative gateway for our students, families, 

and volunteers as well as an invitation to the wider community to let 
their imaginations run wild. The store provides 826 Valencia with 
a unique space for the general public to learn about and interact 
with the programming happening on a daily basis. We sell student publications along-
side beautiful, surprising, and bizarre products designed by local volunteer artists to 
provide a source of revenue for programming and whimsy for visitors from around the 
world and just down the street. 

SURVEY SAYS…
Before & After Publishing Projects

BEFORE AFTER 

47.8% 85.9% of students said they were proud of 
their writing.

68.1% 90.1% said they were confident that they could 
complete their writing assignments.
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Financials



By the Numbers
We are proud of our financial track record at 826 Valencia. Thanks to our many support-
ers, we were able to increase our revenue significantly, which positions us to expand our 
services with stability in the coming years.

2012 – 2013 2013 – 2014

INCOME

Contributions from individuals $		 309,500 $		 749,690

Contributions from organizations $		 623,562 $		 641,484

Special events $		  54,911 $		 248,194

Other $	 203,070 $	 156,170

total $	1,191,043 $	1,795,538

EXPENSES

Programming $		 975,951 $	1,063,519

Fundraising $		 183,021 $		 202,648

Administrative $		 101,055 $		 126,315

Pirate Supply Store $		  81,983 $		  81,275

total $	1,342,010 $	1,473,757

total assets $	1,972,599 $	2,347,772
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72%

14%

8%
6%

Pirate Supply Store

Administrative

Fundraising

Programming

Special events

Other

Contributions from organizations 

Contributions from individuals

42%

36%

14%

8%

2013 – 2014 EXPENSES

2013 – 2014 SOURCES OF INCOME
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NEWS



Tenderloin Expansion

After twelve years serving students of the Mission District and our neighboring  
	 schools, we are extending our services to more children by building a second  
		  center in San Francisco’s Tenderloin District!

Through extensive outreach last year, we’ve built relationships with nonprofit agencies, 
schools, businesses, and government officials. Without exception, 826 Valencia has been 
encouraged at every turn to invest our resources and programming in the Tenderloin 
community. The welcome has been incredible. We’ve also enjoyed early press, large-

scale investment by leadership donors, and pro 
bono commitments. Everyone seems to think this 
is a great idea, and we agree!

It is clear that the impact our programs make ex- 
tends beyond students’ improved writing skills. It 
is about the growing self-confidence a student feels, 
the importance of appreciating writing as an artistic 
endeavor, and the invaluable effect that undivided 
attention from a caring adult mentor can have. We 
can’t wait to help these students learn and grow.

WHY THE TENDERLOIN?
•	The Tenderloin is San Francisco’s most densely populated neighborhood, and the home 

of 6,000 of our city’s children, youth, and teens. 

•	The Tenderloin has the second highest incidence of food stamp use in the city, with a 
median household income of $23,804. 

•	We surveyed our active volunteers, who said that the neighborhood is accessible. 

•	 Mayor Ed Lee has designated the neighborhood as a priority area for development 
and arts stabilization. 

•	 Nearby tech companies and financial institutions are looking for meaningful ways to 
invest in the community.

If you’d like to help us write this next chapter, please contact Development Director 
Allyson Halpern (allyson@826valencia.org).

“826 Valencia is an incredibly crea- 
tive answer to so many parents’ 
prayers: a safe, loving, imaginative, 
inspiring, original, and inventive 
after-school and so-much-more  
space for children to learn to write 
well, to get their work heard,  
admired, polished, and published.”
DEBRA HANNULA, DONOR
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Supporters

Supporters
826 Valencia would like to thank the following members of the Shipmates Society for 
their generous investment in our students during the 2013–2014 school year.

CAPTAIN
Anonymous
Louise P. Atcheson Trust
Michael & Kirsten Beckwith
Art Berliner & Marian Lever
Warren Breslau & Frances Hellman
Dave Eggers & Vendela Vida
Lee & Russ Flynn
George & Pamela Hamel
Daniel Handler & Lisa Brown
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman
Dave & Gina Pell
Tom Savignano
Michael & Shauna Stark
Jeff & Laurie Ubben
Karen & Jim Wagstaffe

SHIP’S MASTER
Colleen Quinn Amster & John Amster
Martha Conway & Richard Frankel
Drusie Davis
Gina Falsetto & Warren Brown
Jill Grossman
Gail & Ian Jardine
Jeffrey & Jeri Lynn Johnson
Shalini & Kamini Malhotra
Matt Middlebrook & Lisa Presta
Sunil Paul & Mera Granberg 
Lee & Perry Smith

Andrew Strickman & Michal Ettinger
Mike Wilkins
Briana Zelaya

BOATSWAIN
Enrique Allen
Tami Anderson
Anonymous
Joya Banerjee & Harris Cohen
Meryl & James Bennan
Anthony Bertuca
Michael Bien & Jane Kahn
Dominique Bischoff-Brown
Tracy Chapman
Miguel De Avila & Maria Jesus Morga
Fredrica Drotos
Michael Duckworth
John Eidinger
Carol Francis & Steve Chapman
Ajay & Nita Godhwani 
Jennie & Vincent Golde
Rob Goldman
Joe & Barbara Gurkoff
Paul Haahr & Susan Karp
John & Marsha Hall in Memory of Brian Hall
Shepard & Melissa Harris
Leo Havilan
N & K Hawley
John Herschend & Marleen Schroder Herschend

Supporters



“We believe that anyone wishing to continue his or her education deserves a 
hand to get there. It is a privilege for us to give. Giving to 826 Valencia is a 
very straightforward way to respectfully offer support. We are truly grateful 
that 826 Valencia gives us this opportunity.”  —MARIAN LEVER, DONOR
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Supporters

Derek & Pamela Howard
Liz Hume & Jay Jacobs
Philip Jackson
Katrina Jankowski
Melind Joseph John/Josuma Coffee Co.
Jordan Kurland
Sharky Laguana
Gloria Lenhart
Jim & Patricia Lesser
Anne & Jorge Lopez
Kavitha Lotun
Joshua Mahoney
Chris McClean
Geoff McHugh
Ivan & Maris Meyerson
Sarah Morrison
William Morrison
Dan Newman
Thao Nguyen
Barbara Parkyn
Isabel Duffy Pinner
Merle & Leslie Rabine
Matthew Rivitz & Blythe Lang
Celia Sack
Will Scullin
Susan Sueiro
Eric Sumner
Chase Tingley
Marjorie & Barry Traub
Ellen Laguerta Uy
Jeffery Veen
Taylor Wakefield
Tim Wirth & Anne Stuhldreher
Rick & Nicole Wolfgram
Alea Woodlee
Deborah Yeh & Mark Risher

HELMSPERSON
Leslie Adler in Memory of Irene Helene Lever
Mahea Campbell
Jason & Emily Cheng
Barbara Spicer

SAILOR
Kevin Arnold
Meryl Brod
Phil Bronstein
Thomas Byrne
Kimberly Connor
Tiffanie DeBartolo
Naomi Duckworth
Ronald Elving in Honor of Dillon Babington 
Elizabeth Ferguson
Darryl Forman
Kristin Gilliss
Shane Ginsberg
Rob Hallman
Carol Hazenfield
Eric Heiman
Matt Herrmann
Sarah Hoagland
Irving & Florence Hochman Memorial  

Scholarship Fund
Laura Jessup
Campbell Judge & Kimberly Ellis
Mina & Seth Kenvin
David Kosecoff
Todd Krieger
Robyn Kruse
Michael S. Kwun & Sigrid Anderson Kwun 
Yee Lee
Glenys Loewen-Thomas
Angus MacLane
Thomas Magnani
Mark McCormick
Karen McGee
Helaine & Rudy Melnitzer
Tommy Mike
Katrina & Tim Morshead
Bob Mullen
Lisa Nahmanson
Bruce & Risa Nye
Ike & Zohreh Okuda
Kasra Omid-Zohoor
Amber Park
Toby Paterson
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Mark Plakias
Melissa Powar
Alexandra Quinn & Mark Spolyar
Marsha Robertson
Marcia Rodgers & Garrett Loube
Ellen Schatz
Cynthia Seligmann
Matthew Sonefeldt
Jacqueline Stark & Scott Botterman
Frances Stroh
Allison Turner
Alyson Van Hardenberg
Kimberly Walker
Charles Ward
Peter & Lisa Westley

RIGGER
David Aaronson
Gerald Ambinder & Audrey Ferber
Chiara Angelicola
Debra Armstrong
David Arrick
Blakely Atherton
Marie Barrett
George Beckwith 
Natalie Beckwith
Judy Behrendt
Cassandra Benjamin
Barb Bersche & David Katznelson
Carl & Susannah Bettag 
Bear Betzler
Kelly & Jim Bitzer
Peter & Jessica Blair
Robert Blair
Amy Blevins
Tom Bochenek
Alden Bourne
Erin Bright
Emily Brodman
Gregg Bryon
Joe Bunik
Jamieson Bunn
Avery Burdette

Jeanne Burns
Dorsetta Hale Cagle
Enrico Casarosa
Michael Chabon & Ayelet Waldman
Brandon Chalk
James Chang
Sara Chieco
Anne Chiramberro
Christopher Chow
April Ciaccio
Judy Clayton
Amy Cohen & David Williams
Ed Cohen
Norma Cole
William Collins
Bryce Corkins
Russell Corrigan
David Covell
Alexis Crist
Joe Doctor
Rachel Dodson & Michael Gast
William Donahoe & Kristin Klein
David Donahue
Julie Down
Joel Dubin
Alan Duncan
Lisa Dungan
Kenneth Eddings
Marc Engel
Matthew Ephraim
Arline Epstein & the Quadra Foundation
Lenore Estrada
Alice Evans
Ian Evans
Ali Faiz
Bianca Fargnoli
Kathy Fell
Peter Finch
Jody Fox
Stuart & Karen Gansky
Kayvaan Gassemieh
Maureen Gates
Ana Marino Ghosh
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Supporters

Guy Gilbert
Michael Ginther
David Glasser
Christy Godinez
Benjamin Goorin
Shirley Gordon
Janis Greenspan
Dixie & Richard Grossman 
Aileen Hagerman
Stephanie Hall
Morgan Hankins
Howard Harband
David & Jane Hartley
Ashley Heath
Audrey Heller
Linda & Kit Hinrichs
Jenn Hirsch
Jilanne Hoffman
James Hsu
Jessica Huppi
Florie Hutchinson
Amy Hwa
Natalie Inouye
Medea Isphording & Bruce Bern
Benjamin Jacobs
Daniel James
Joseph & Urmila John
Kelly Johnson
Katherine Joiner
Elaine Kane
Matthew Kelemen
Mary Keller
Jesse Kellerman
David Kinsbourne
Adam Klein
Trecia Knapp Tapolsky
David Kobe
Barbara Konecky
Grace Kraaijvanger
Alex Kriney
Daniel Lakhman
Brian Larson
Kimberly Lau

Mark Lawton
Cynthia Lee
Brenda Leff
Leigh Lehman
Samuel Leshnick
Ellen Levin
Feralee Levine
Myla Long
Michelle Long & Calista Nicholson
Tyler Magnusson
Charlene Maltzman
Joseph Mandragona
Jonathan Manzo
Brian Marsh
Kathleen J. Mateas-Hall in Memory of Brian Hall
Margaret McCarthy
Mark McCormick
Barry McGee
Alicia McKean
Whitney Miller
Peggy Mitchell
Olive Mitra
Jeanette & Kevin Moore
Carole Morrell
David Morse
Josef Muskatel in Memory of Bronislawa Bardach
Mike Napolitano
Bita Nazarian
Davia Nelson in Memory of Les Blank
Jonathan Van Nguyen
Liz Nolan
Sara Owens
Yasar Ozberkmen
Katherine Pacher
Jennifer Padget
Heather Pastorius & Scott Jacobs
John Pellegrini
Ellen Perelman
Andrea Perry
Christina Perry
Mark Perry & Adele Mouzon
David Pescovitz
Elizabeth Popovich
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Martin & Maria Quinn
Judith Radin
Ramya Raghavan
Sally Randel
Julie Rappaport
Matthew & Ellen Reagan
Kaye Reeves
Patrick Reeves
Karima Ridgley
Michael Risher
Annie Robinson
Joshua Robison
Thomas Rogers
Karen Rowan
Brett Ruff
Christina Ruiz-Esparza
Nadia Saccardo
Laurel Schaffer
Jan Schreiber
Alexandra Sharabianlou
Carola Shepard
Vaughn Shields
Will Shipley
Allene Sieling
Earl & Christine Siems
Phil & Vanessa Siino Haack
Michael Silverman
Carole Sirulnick
Shelley Smith
Lizabeth Soares
Robert Stein & Jessica Pers
Tania Stepanian
Marla Steuer
Danielle Strickman
Christy Susman
Mary Taugher & F. Martin Booth
William Terrell
Alex Tievy
Joanne Torres
Mike & Ellen Turbow
Kim Wade
Olivia White Lopez
Anna Wick

Terry Wit
Christina Wolf
Patricia Wyrod
Cathy Yih
Alice Yu
Joyce Zavattero

CORPORATE &  
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT
826 National
Adams Nye Becht
Allstate Insurance Company
BBDO San Francisco
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Betabrand Corporation
Bi-Rite Market
BlackRock 
Books Inc.
City Arts & Lectures
Cornerstone Research, Inc.
Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy, LLP
Craftsman and Wolves
Dandelion Chocolate
Deloitte
Esurance Insurance Service, Inc.
Fox Rothschild
Google Matching Gifts Program
Green Apple Books
Green Bicycle Fund
Gundlach Bundschu Winery and Vineyards
JK Group
Maverick Capital Charities
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Miette Patisserie
Mission: Comics & Art
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Mortified Nation
Move Sales, Inc.
O’Reilly Media, Inc.
Peet’s Coffee & Tea
Philanthropic Panda
Rackspace Hosting
Rivendell Bicycle Works, Inc.
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Supporters

Sequence
SF Sketchfest
Slalom Consulting
Taproot Foundation
The Umlaut Staff, Ruth Asawa School of the Arts
Umpqua Bank
ValueAct Capital
Velos Mobile LLC
Westward Leaning
Whole Foods
Saul Zaentz Company

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Jonathan Abrams & Martine Krumholz Family 

Charitable Fund
The Isabel Allende Foundation
Anonymous Charitable Trust
Anonymous Foundation
The Blackketter/Wydler Family Fund
Bothin Foundation
Kelly Ann Brown Foundation
Caerus Foundation, Inc. 
Caruso Family Foundation
The Donald & Carole Chaiken Foundation 
The Christensen Fund
The Clorox Company Foundation
George J. & Theresa L. Cotsirilos Family Foundation
Cramblit Family Fund
David & Carla Crane Philanthropic Fund
Nathan & Violet David Foundation
Rose & David Dortort Foundation
EMIKA Fund
The Gelfand Family Foundation
The Carl Gellert & Celia Berta Gellert Foundation
Fred Gellert Family Foundation
GGS Foundation
Bill Graham Memorial Foundation
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Kahle/Austin Foundation

Maryann E. Kirchner Family Foundation
Kochi Foundation
Lampert/Byrd Family Fund
Alexander M. & June L. Maisin of the Jewish 

Community Federation and Endowment Fund
Marin Community Foundation
The Joseph R. McMicking Foundation
Morehouse Family Fund
The Odell/Kemp Fund
Panta Rhea Foundation
Mary K. Robertson Family Fund
SATE Foundation
Scandling Family Foundation
Severns Family Foundation
The Stephen S. Smith & Paula K. Smith Family 

Foundation, & Kendall Wilson
Stern Family Fund
Tulsa & Simone Fund
Uvas Foundation
David Foster Wallace Literary Trust
The Walther Foundation
Sara & Evan Williams Foundation
Williams-Malone Foundation
The Brin Wojcicki Foundation
Steven Nathaniel Wolkoff Foundation
Woodward Family Foundation Endowment Fund
Yelp Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
ExCEL After School Programs
San Francisco Department of Children, Youth & 

Their Families

We strive for accuracy in our listings. Please email us at development@826valencia.org if your information 
is incorrect. This list reflects gifts of $100 or more, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.
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STAFF
Bita Nazarian, Executive Director
Pablo Baeza
Jorge Eduardo Garcia
Lauren Hall
Allyson Halpern
Caroline Kangas
Desta Lissanu
Amanda Loo
Olivia White Lopez
María Inés Montes
Molly Parent
Emma Peoples
Christina Villaseñor Perry
Amy Popovich
Claudia Sanchez
Ashley Varady

BOARD
Joya Banerjee
Michael Beckwith
Barb Bersche 
Jim Lesser 
Matt Middlebrook
Dave Pell 
Meg Ray 
Andrew Strickman
Vendela Vida

CO-FOUNDERS
Nínive Calegari
Dave Eggers

826 VALENCIA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting students ages 6 to 18 with 
their creative and expository writing skills and to helping teachers inspire their students to write. 
Our services are structured around the understanding that great leaps in learning can happen with 
one-on-one attention and that strong writing skills are fundamental to future success.


