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History and Culture 
In 1969, through the efforts of concerned parents and religious sisters, an educational program known as Berkeley Primary School was conceived and initiated by a small group of Sisters of Mercy. The program began with the endorsement of religious and civic leaders. The school was established in September of 1969 as an affiliate of Sacred Heart Parish. Initially, the following needs were assessed and identified: the difficulty young children of poverty experienced in learning basic skills, the geographic isolation of the housing project (Berkeley Heights), the large number of children per family-- a factor which made it difficult for mothers of large families to devote attention to their children's studies--and the poor attendance rate of the children in the housing project who were attending the public school system. 
The program began in the basement of Building 141 of the housing project. For the next three years, a grade was added until the school included grades Kindergarten through third grade. As the program grew, the need for more school space was apparent and so the school was expanded to more rooms in Building 141 and an apartment in Building 127. From the years 1970 through 1980, many changes took place. The objectives, while not entirely different from those at the program's outset, have evolved to meet the changing times. 
Children's Community School began with combined classes, K, 1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5 for a number of years. Since 2014 no grades are combined. Combining the classes worked well in reading, but there were gaps in others areas such as science and social studies. Keeping the grades together provides a consistency in learning and exposure to the same rich curriculum. 
Today the school serves “at risk” children with unique educational needs from a broader geographic area within the City of Waterbury. In 1979, Berkeley Primary School was incorporated as Berkeley Community School and a Board of Directors was established. In the spring of 1979, the school received accreditation from the State Department of Education as an elementary school. At the end of the school year 1978-79, the school ceased its affiliation with Sacred Heart Parish and was no longer considered a part of the Archdiocesan School System. In 1979, the program was extended to include grade four and the following year extended to include grade five. The school has been housed in various buildings since its beginnings in the late sixties. In December of 1978, under the orders of the Fire Marshal, the school moved from Berkeley Heights Housing Projects to Wilson School where it was housed for two years. Then the Children's Community School began leasing several rooms in the former Sacred Heart School building where it operated until July 2023 before moving. 
In 1987, the Board of Directors changed the name to Children's Community School, Inc. to better encompass the vision and mission of the school in the community. From 1973 to 1998, the leadership of the school was provided by a member of the Congregation of Notre Dame. Since 1998, the Director/Principal has been a layperson with administrative experience. 
In 2003 a Pre-Kindergarten Program was added. In 2005 the Pre-Kindergarten program became a School Readiness program and in 2012 the Pre-kindergarten became NAEYC accredited. 
In 2014 the Director/Principal position was divided into two distinct positions. The Director (Development and Operations Officer) would oversee all school non educational related functions. The Principal would focus on teaching and learning. Shortly after those positions were divided, one of the Pre-Kindergarten teachers was asked to act as the Pre-kindergarten Supervisor, leaving the Principal to supervise kindergarten through grade five. 
In 2017 the Sacred Heart Religious Education Program and the RCIA Program left the building leaving Children's Community School as the only tenant in the building and as those rooms were vacated, they helped in the expansion of the Children's Community School.  Grades six, seven, and eight respectively were added in 2019, 2020 and 2021.  In June 2022, Children’s Community School had the first eighth grade graduation.
As Children's Community School moves toward the future, it continues to be a safe haven for low-income Waterbury families seeking a high-quality, low-cost education, with an 8:1 teacher to student ratio in a private school setting. In 2019, Children's Community School celebrated 50 years of serving the children and families of Waterbury with an average above 94% graduate high school within 4 years.
A past challenge for the Board and Director was the location of the building which CCS had occupied for over 44 years.  The lease of the building was coming to an end as the School building was sold through the Archdiocese.  Fortunately, in the summer of 2023, a new building location was secured and the school moved in time for the opening of the 2023/ 2024 school year. The school is in a quieter and safer location and most beneficial is an upgraded facility and a stage as well as revised gymnasium.  The children were so excited to enjoy the opportunities to play indoors especially in the colder months.  In the coming months, our CCS website will be unveiled with new insights and opportunities displayed. And 44 years in the future, perhaps it will be time to upgrade again for the children’s worthy benefit as they achieve their best selves.
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