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VOLUNTEERS BUILD PLAYGROUND TO SUPPORT 700 AREA CHILDREN 
AT MADONNA HEIGHTS CAMPUS IN DIX HILLS 

DIX HILLS, N.Y. (Sept. 18, 2013) – Nearly 300 volunteers from SCO Family of Services, UnitedHealthcare, Astoria Federal, Banana Republic and many other local businesses, as well as residents from the Dix Hills area, came together on Sept.17th to build a new playground in just six hours at SCO Family of Services’ Madonna Heights Campus. WNBA player and Olympian Tina Charles joined the volunteers to construct a new 2,500-square-foot playground which includes a rock wall, monkey bars, a monorail zip line, slides and more. The playground’s design is based on drawings created by children from the Madonna Heights Campus who participated in a “design day” event in July.

SCO, based in Glen Cove, Long Island, provides vital human services throughout New York City and Long Island to more than 60,000 children, youth, families and adults each year. The Madonna Heights campus, which has been in the community for 50 years, offers a structured, therapeutic setting through a variety of programs that serve young children, adolescent females and adult women with children.  
“This beautiful new playground will provide our children and families with a fun, safe place to play and spend time together in a beautiful park-like setting,” said Gail B. Nayowith, executive director, SCO. “We're very grateful to UnitedHealthcare, KaBOOM! and all our volunteers for rolling up their sleeves, taking a day off work and helping us bring the joy of play to our campus.”
In addition to UnitedHealthcare, the funding partner, SCO also thanks the following company and community partners who helped with securing tools and providing labor and equipment: Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk County, Feldman Lumber, Kings Hardware, Francis Albert Construction,  Navillus Construction, Country Line Hardware,  Long Island Hardware, Tryee, Diversified Carting and ARS Landscaping. 

Important culinary support for the prep day came from Villa Monte, A & S Pork Store, Panera of Huntington and Driscoll Foods. Whitson’s Culinary Foods helped feed the volunteers on the build day. 

Other supporters include New York Tent Company,  Brooks Printing, Bunzl Distribution, Nestle Water, Ceba Maintenance, BJ’s Wholesale, Huntington Ice & Cube Corp., Kona Ice, the Melville Fire Department and Temple Beth Torah. 
Corporate and organization supporters whose employees joined as volunteers included Astoria Federal, Banana Republic, Beanstalk, Enterprise, Nielson/National Consumer Panel, United Way of Long Island and Phi Delta Theta Fraternity 

The volunteers worked with KaBOOM!, a national nonprofit organization dedicated to giving kids the childhood they deserve by bringing play to those who need it most.  
About SCO Family of Services
SCO Family of Services helps vulnerable New Yorkers build a strong foundation for the future. We get young children off to a good start, launch youth into adulthood, stabilize and strengthen families and unlock potential for children and adults with special needs. We enable New Yorkers to meet life's challenges with support, care and acceptance. SCO has played a vital role delivering human services in communities throughout New York City and Long Island for more than 100 years.
SCO's Madonna Heights program is dedicated to helping vulnerable adolescent girls, women and families. The Madonna Heights Group Residence serves adolescent girls struggling at home, in school and/or the community. Residents attend the Madonna Heights School, also located on campus and available to day students from local school districts. The campus is also home to the Morningstar program for women and women with children recovering from addiction. An on-site Family Service Clinic is available to Nassau or Suffolk County residents. To learn more about SCO Family of Services and Madonna Heights, visit us online at www.sco.org.
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