
For the Catholic Medical Mission Board, 2013 was one of
its best years on record. Not only was it the relief
agency’s 100th anniversary, but it also saw income
jump 91% over 2012,outpacing its 82% growth in op-
erating expenses, and it was able to provide health

services to more than 900,000 individuals worldwide, nearly dou-
ble its typical annual rate.

“Our donors are engaged in celebrating the work we do, and
we’re using this as an opportunity to help people,” said Adrian
Kerrigan, senior vice president for advancement at the nonprofit.

The Catholic Medical Mission Board (No. 2 on Crain’s list) is
hardly alone. In fact, 2013 operating expenses for the New York
area’s top 25 nonprofit organizations grew by an average of 9% from
a year earlier, as income grew 16%, according to Crain’s research.
Nineteen nonprofits reported gains in operating expenses.

A major reason for the increases was an uptick in donations.As
philanthropists continue to recover from the recession, their
donations are beginning to increase.

“Look at which charities have access to the wealthiest of the
philanthropists and access to corporate philanthropy,” said Doug
Sauer, chief executive of the New York Council of Nonprofits Inc.
“Those organizations are doing well.”

Earlier this year, Leonard Lauder, the chairman emeritus of
the Estée Lauder Cos., pledged to give $1 billion in cubist works
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, No. 5 on Crain’s list. Meanwhile,
Irwin Jacobs, co-founder of Qualcomm, and his wife, Joan, made
a $133 million gift to the Cornell tech campus on Roosevelt Island.

“As the stock market gets better, it boosts individual philan-
thropy because [people are] less nervous,” said Mr. Sauer.

—emily laermer
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Continued on Page 20

2013 income 
2013 fundraising expenses 

MOST GENEROUS NEW YORKERS
Those who donated or pledged the most in 2012

1. MORTIMER ZUCKERMAN
Co-founder, Boston Properties

$200M
2. CARL ICAHN

Investor

$150M
3. DAVID KOCH

Executive vice president, Koch Industries

$137M
4. JOHN AND JENNY PAULSON

Founder, Paulson & Co.

$100M
5. BROOKE RUSSELL ASTOR*

Philanthropist

$88.8M

6. HERBERT AND FLORENCE IRVING
Co-founder, Sysco Corp.

$60M
7. JOSHUA RECHNITZ

Founder, New York City Fieldhouse

$57M
8. EUGENE LANG

Founder, I Have a Dream Foundation

$50M
9. ETHEL STRONG ALLEN* The late widow of 

Herbert Allen Sr. (left), partner of Allen & Co.

$49.3M
10. RONALD PERELMAN

Chairman, Revlon

$49M
* Bequest. 
Numbers reflect new commitments in 2012, and do not count payments on past pledges or foundation grants. Source: The Chronicle of Philanthropyph
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