
2010–2011 | Gratitude Report
Educate. INspire. Empower.

growing hope
Improving lives and communities through
gardening and access to healthy food



Join us in Gratitude

In 2010-2011 we are grateful for an abundance of new 

friends and partners, our increase in community impact, 

and numerous accomplishments that position us for a bright 

future ahead. We’d like to share some special moments with 

you that represent your giving, partnership and continued 

support of Growing Hope. We offer our annual report as a 

portrait of gratitude and hope. Please join us in celebrating 

the health, opportunity, and community that is flourishing in 

the Ypsilanti community and beyond.
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From Our Executive Director
Friends, 
I inevitably always want to start with the phrase, “My, how we’ve grown!” For Growing Hope, 
that phrase would again be accurate in 2010 and 2011, but I’d like to focus this welcome a bit 
differently. Instead of the focus on growth, I’d like to reflect on our continued and growing 
evolution. A great friend and mentor of mine likes to remind me that in some ways making 
good, sustainable change is more about evolution than revolution. What I take from her words 
of wisdom is that revolution suggests a complete countering to what is —a having to start over— 
but that evolution builds on where we’ve come from, what we’ve tried before, and what we’ve 
borrowed to become better in every way. 

Much has evolved in 2010 and 2011 at Growing Hope, as we’ve made significant progress in 
both developing the Growing Hope Center into our permanent home and in evolving our community impact and work. 
The Growing Hope Center development made big strides forward thanks to a dedicated volunteer and staff planning team, 
many hands-on volunteers putting in countless hours, and donors who stepped up to the plate to help us accelerate a long 
renovation that began before our economy took a major downturn. 

The physical transformation over the past two years included the installation of our pervious paver plaza (filled with 12,000 
pounds of blue-green recycled glass), geothermal system, parking lot, traffic light, rain garden, new sidewalk, fence,  
paint, trim, stairs, tiling, insulation, and so much more more that brought 922 West Michigan Avenue back to life again.  
The hard work over these past two years was challenging at times, but without many of you and our amazing volunteer 
project manager, Nicole Chardoul, the Growing Hope Center wouldn’t be the beautiful place it has become. Your efforts 
and support helped to keep my confidence high and evolved this place into a permanent resource for the community, which 
made it worth every second and moment of my life.

I’d like to thank, in addition to our board members, Claudia Scioly, Penny Schreiber, Chris DeRingreo and Decky Alexander 
for their work with our capital campaign. 

Not only did our developing Center make major strides, but our work also took big evolutionary steps, helping create a 
healthier policy environment for citizens, neighborhoods, and communities to grow and access good food. While we began 
impacting policy in 2009 through supporting the legalization of backyard chickens in Ypsilanti, we most notably grew that 
investment in 2010 and 2011, by supporting the passage of the Michigan Cottage Food Law. We helped to organize, testify, 
and educate on this bill that opened up opportunities for food entrepreneurs to get started with creating certain products 
legally in their home kitchen. We were pleased to host Governor Jennifer Granholm at the Growing Hope Center to sign 
the bill into law in July of 2010. Following that, the Governor appointed me to the Michigan Food Policy Council, where I’ve 
served since, working to bring opportunities for healthy food access to all citizens at a statewide level. 

Through all of these initiatives and impact, our programs have continued to evolve, mature, and thrive and I am so pleased 
that we’ve been able to add a team of permanent staff to help lead the day-to-day work of the organization. They share, 
along with our Americorps*VISTA staff, Board of Directors, volunteers, and community partners, in carrying out our 
mission to help people improve your lives and communities through gardening & healthy food access. Whether through 
developing an educational space in our future Center, helping community members realize their entrepreneurial dreams, 
training community garden leaders, or inspiring young people with healthy habits for life, these are what it takes on the 
ground, and in the ground, to help our community grow hope.

Growing Hope will continue in our constant evolution, and our move—hopefully next year—into the Growing Hope Center 
will open even more doors of possibility and impact. I appreciate your continued support of and partnership with us as we 
continue to evolve and impact health and community where we live and beyond.

In gratitude,

Amanda Maria Edmonds
Executive Director
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The Growing 
Hope Center
Building Our Home
The generosity of the community is transforming 

the Growing Hope Center into a truly unique place. 

In 2010 & 2011, more strides were made in helping 

this formerly blighted property reach its potential as 

a demonstration and training site for urban farming, 

sustainable gardening, and green building design. 

Located just a few blocks from the heart of downtown 

Ypsilanti on West Michigan Avenue, the grounds 

hold our demonstration urban farm, four-seasons 

hoophouse, and the 1930’s house that will hold our 

offices and classroom space.

Support for the Center has come from a tremendous 

variety of donors and volunteers. Students and faculty 

from Washtenaw Community College’s Residential 

Construction Program and engineering students 

from the University of Michigan BLUELab Group 

provided invaluable physical labor and technical 

expertise. Our site planning team—Nicole Chardoul 

of Resource Recycling Systems, Landscape Architect 

Amanda Szot, and Architect Bob Edmonds—

continued to volunteer their professional expertise 

and time in moving us through the renovation. 

A capital campaign fundraising team has led the 

leveraging of financial support. Numerous business 

and foundations donated in-kind and cash assistance. 

In addition, hundreds of volunteers contributed 

their time, resources, and labor toward developing 

the Center. We feel privileged to have the support 

of such dedicated and committed partners, and that 

this campaign has left us with little debt beyond the 

mortgage for the property itself. It really does take  

a village.

•	 Our year-round hoophouse produced 2,246 
pounds of fresh food that was distributed to the 
community through market sales or donated to 
area nonprofits

•	 More than 200 volunteers provided 8,000 hours 
of labor either working in the hoophouse or on 
renovation projects for the farm

•	 Two 1,350-gallon rain collecting cisterns and a 
pump system were installed that now allow us to 
capture rainwater from the hoophouse

•	 A highly efficient geothermal system was in-
stalled to heat and cool the house

•	 A parking lot was paved, 270 feet of sidewalk  
was rebuilt, two solar powered parking lot lights 
were installed

•	 A patio was constructed with pervious pavers and 
12,000 lbs. of recycled, crushed, and tumbled blue 
and green glass

•	 We completed a full electrical upgrade on  
the property

•	 We reglazed all of our historic windows, added 
storm windows for extra installation, and installed 
glass block windows in the basement

•	 The bathroom and front entryway were retiled 
with reclaimed tile from the Ann Arbor ReUse 
Center; An eco-friendly product, Marmoleum, was 
used to redo the kitchen floor; Reclaimed materials 
were used throughout the site

•	 A staircase was built on the back of the building,  
a new roof was installed, and volunteers painted 
the entire exterior & interior

•	 We planted all of the street trees and site trees 
as well as a rain garden with 400 plants native  
to Michigan.

We’re grateful because in 2010:

We’re grateful because in 2011, there 
was even more progress:
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our urban farm
Call it a little farm or a big garden, growing food on between 

⅛ and ¼ an acre at the Growing Hope Center is some 

of the most visible, tangible work that we do. Our urban 

farm has multiple functions in our organization and in the 

community: demonstrating and documenting the growth 

of healthy food on a small scale, highlighting raised bed 

gardening, producing food to be sold at our Downtown 

Ypsilanti Farmers Market and around the community, 

demonstration of season extension techniques, and 

gardening for donation harvest. 

In 2010 and 2011, our farm continued to grow and develop, 

strengthening our role as a place for demonstration and 

inspiration. We continue to hold tours, classes, volunteer 

workdays, and other events on the farm, and value the ability 

it brings us to share our work with others.

The Growing Hope Center:

We’re grateful because in 2011:

•	 5,760 packets of seeds and seedlings were 
donated to us by seed companies

•	 85 Seed Starting Squad volunteers started a total 
of 8,144 seedlings for us to plant, share, and sell

•	 2,361 lbs of food were grown and harvested from 
our urban farm, 1,015 lbs of which was donated 
to neighbors in need through Food Gatherers 
and SOS Community Services

•	 Volunteers on Growing Hope’s urban farm 
contributed 628 volunteer hours

•	 Over 1,000 visitors came to the site to learn 
about urban agriculture, green design, 

community redevelopment, and gardening
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Growing Gardens is a membership program that enables 

individuals and groups in Washtenaw County to gain 

support and engage in gardening and healthy food access. 

An annual membership has a sliding scale fee, with 

member benefits including free seedlings & seed packets, 

a quarterly newsletter, and access to Growing Hope’s tools 

and educational resources. Low and no-income Growing 

Gardens households can apply to receive raised beds, 

growing assistance, and nutrition education through our 

Raised Bed Vegetable Garden Program. Members that 

participate in our Seed Starting Squad are provided with  

the knowledge and resources to raise healthy seedlings, 

some of which are used in Growing Hope programs.  

Our Garden Leadership Training equips community 

members from across the region with the skills to organize 

and lead community, school, and faith-based gardens.  

And, workshops throughout the year provide skills  

and knowledge to get growing, cooking, and preserving 

healthy food.

KAT DICKENSON, Resident 

Services Coordinator at Lake Shore 

Apartments, first met Growing 

Hope through the Ypsilanti Jaycees 

and says she’s been “hooked” 

ever since. Kat recently brought 

a large community garden space 

to her apartment complex in an effort to, as she says, “up 

the ‘committed community ante’.” A two-time alumni 

of Growing Hope’s Garden Leadership Training course, 

Kat especially appreciates how “Growing Hope helps the 

community feed themselves for themselves by themselves.” 

Kat’s key role at Lake Shores is allowing her to share what 

she’s learned with her friends and neighbors. As Kat says, 

“I can now feed myself for a lifetime because of Growing 

Hope, and teach people how to do the same.”

PAM ROBERTS is a raised Bed Garden participant  

who shares Kat’s passion for increased self-reliance  

through gardening. Pam learned about Growing Hope 

when a volunteer visited her son’s classroom for a 

demonstration. She signed up for the Raised Bed Vegetable 

Garden Program, and soon felt compelled to become 

involved with Growing Hope as a volunteer. Besides tending 

her own garden, Pam helped harvest produce on Tuesday 

mornings for our Downtown Ypsilanti Farmers Market. 

For Pam, volunteering is a great way to support Growing 

Hope while continuing to develop gardening skills. “I have 

always wanted to volunteer to increase my knowledge of 

gardening,” Pam explains. “This year everything fell in 

place for me to do so. I wanted to get hands on experience 

to help with my own garden at home.” Through the Raised 

Bed Garden Vegetable Program, Pam added that “Growing 

Hope directly affected my life and that of my family by 

teaching me the ropes of gardening.”

growing gardens
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We’re grateful because in 2010:

•	 We worked with another 38 low and 
no-income families in the Ypsilanti area 
to help them install raised bed veggie 
gardens to affordably grow food at home

•	 Through our Growing Gardens 
membership, 92 households and 14 group 
gardens received support 

•	 We distributed more than 750 packets 
of seeds, mostly to low-income families 
to help them grow healthy food for 
themselves

•	 Our Garden Leadership Training prepared 
more than 100 people and 24 group 
gardens to organize, recruit, and grow 
thriving community, school, and faith-
based gardens

•	 80 households of all income levels grew 
over 6,000 seedlings for Growing Hope to 
plant, sell, and donate

We’re grateful because in 2011:

•	 We added yet another 36 households 
to our Raised Bed Vegetable Garden 
Program—more and more low- and  
no-income families grow for themselves 
each year

•	 Growing Gardens membership doubled in 
size—over 180 individuals and 24 groups 
received support in 2011

•	 Over forty people participated in our 
seven-week, intensive Garden Leadership 
Training Program, leading to development 
of new and expanding community, school, 
and faith-based gardens throughout the SE 
Michigan region

•	 We expanded our community workshops 
to include canning & other food 
preservation, nutrition on a budget, and 
season extension topics
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As a veteran teacher in Ypsilanti 

middle schools, CONNIE SHELTON 

has witnessed first hand the effect 

Growing Hope can have on children’s 

health. Through our Seed2Plate 

after-school program, Growing Hope 

teaches life skills, respect for the 

earth and environment, and a strong work ethic.  

Connie finds that with young people, “Investing a small 

amount of time and energy and being consistent translates 

into huge gains.” She appreciates how the program 

connects equally well with kids from diverse backgrounds.  

According to Connie, “All learn with and from each other. 

Students learn the essentials of team work and kids learn 

how to feed themselves.”

BRIAN MONTAGNE values Growing 

Hope’s mission of healthy food access 

and nutrition education. Brian began 

working with Growing Hope in 2009 

through Michigan Works by assisting 

with the construction of the adobe 

oven, helping to install raised beds 

for other families, and supporting the Downtown Ypsilanti 

Farmers Market. His connection deepened when he signed 

up his own family in our Raised Bed Vegetable Garden 

program and installed gardens for his mom and siblings, an 

empowering act that the whole family took pride in. From 

his time with Growing Hope, Brian has noticed that he is, 

“Eating much healthier and appreciating what goes into 

produce, as well as, getting constant exercise and making 

new relationships. It is nice to see the same friendly faces 

day after day who appreciate the work I’m doing,” Brian 

said. “I love the people and the work, seeing the impact 

on the community; especially people’s enthusiasm at the 

market and on the raised bed builds.”

youth & schools
Growing Hope’s youth programs empower young people 
to make healthy choices.

Growing Hope provides school and youth garden-based nutrition programming that 
involves classroom, after-school, and summer educational opportunities. During the 
summer, teen interns act as peer educators for younger students, while also gaining job 
and leadership skills through our employment program. In 2011, sixty-six percent of 
231 youth that Growing Hope worked with came from low-income households that 
participate in at least one form of food assistance.
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We’re grateful because in 2010:

•	 Our Seed2Plate after-school program engaged 
a total of 70 Ypsilanti middle-schoolers through 
cooking, nutrition and gardening lessons

•	 Four Summer Youth Interns were employed 
and developed leadership skills as peer nutrition 
educators, while learning to grow food at our 
demonstration farm

•	 Our garden-based summer camp in partnership 
with the New West Willow Neighborhood As-
sociation brought 59 youth, ages 4–12 years, into 
the garden to learn. 95% of kids said that they 
eat more vegetables after being in the program

We’re grateful because in 2011:

•	 Our Seed2Plate after-school program engaged 
a total of 56 Ypsilanti middle-schoolers through 
cooking, nutrition and gardening lessons

•	 Many students toured the Growing Hope Center 
and received free vegetable seedlings to plant  
at home

•	 Our youth interns were back another season, 
developing lasting relationships and increasing 
their skills

•	 Our garden-based summer camp in partnership 
with West Willow Neighborhood Association 
brought 87 youth, ages 4–12 years, into the gar-
den to learn

•	 We gave healthy classroom cooking demonstra-
tions with 82 students from the Ypsilanti Public 
School District

During a field trip to the Growing 
Hope Urban Farm, students sampled 
some of the vegetables they had helped 
plant. While harvesting spinach from 
the hoophouse, students began eating it. 
One student said, “It’s like candy— 
I just keep going back for more!”
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 Downtown Ypsilanti 

Farmers Market
Providing access to healthy, quality, affordable produce

Founded by Growing Hope, with the support of several community partners, in 2006, the Down-
town Ypsilanti Farmers Market continues to grow and thrive. Every season the market brings in 
new vendors and reaches new customers, many of whom are low income and cherish the weekly 
access to healthy, affordable foods. In 2010 and 2011 we saw the same trajectory of growth we 
had in previous seasons, and continued to break records.
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A highlight of the market in 2010 was the advocacy for and 

passage of the Michigan Cottage Food Law, allowing small 

entrepreneurs throughout Michigan to get their start in 

food businesses without the limitations we so often see in 

particular among low-income entrepreneurs. We assisted in 

organizing and advocating for this bill, educating the com-

munity and legislators about the benefits. Under it, small-

scale producers of baked goods, jams and jellies, and a few 

other products could produce and sell directly to customers 

legally, without needing access to a commercial kitchen. 

While these aren’t always the healthiest of the food selec-

tions at the market, the ability of a market vendor to expand 

his or her product line is often key to viability. Once the 

Cottage Food Law went into effect in July 2010 (after being 

passed unanimously), we saw an immediate positive impact 

in our market, and heard stories across the state of busi-

nesses starting or expanding as a result. After its passage, 

we fielded many questions and taught multiple workshops 

about how entrepreneurs could take advantage of the new 

law and comply with its requirements.

Then, in 2011, the market got another major boost with 

funding from the MEDC and Michigan Municipal League, 

allowing us to expand our support for our vendors through 

publishing a vendor directory, starting a table/tent rental 

service, producing professional signs for most booths, offer-

ing business classes for current and potential vendors, and 

several other activities. 

We’re grateful because in 2010:

•	 SNAP (formerly known as food stamp) sales 
grew 54% over 2009! $21,406 in sales were 
purchased with food stamps and other low-
income, and non-cash programs represented 
22% of total market sales

•	 There were 60 vendors at the market this year-- 
showing that a market is a business and jobs-
generator

•	 14,500 customers visited the market in a 25-
week season

•	 Customers spent $96,000 total at our market

•	 We successfully advocated for the passing of 
the Cottage Food Law removing barriers for 
entrepreneurs; Governor Granholm signed the 
bill into law at the Growing Hope Center in  
July 2010

We’re grateful because in 2011:

•	 There were 17,492 customer visits to the market 
this season-- that’s just over 26 weeks for four 
hours, one afternoon a week

•	 Nearly 28% of market sales were using food 
assistance programs-- up 6% over 2010

•	 Fair Food Network’s Double Up Food Bucks 
program offered extra dollars to shop with to 
SNAP recipients—who were able to spend  
$9926 on healthy Michigan produce as a result 
of this program!

•	 Our market vendor directory was distributed to 
area restaurants and businesses, helping forge 
new relationships for further business

•	 We offered 11 workshops on business planning, 
cottage food law, social media, and more to our 
vendors and community

•	 DYFM is Good for Ypsi—Customer Survey indicated 73% of people would be “More likely to tell other people 
good things about Ypsilanti” as a result of coming to the market

•	 DYFM is Good for Downtown Businesses—“Customer Survey indicated that 51% of people said that as a result 
of coming to the market, they would be “more likely to visit other downtown Ypsi businesses or institutions” and 
55% have a more positive view of downtown Ypsi.” 

 “Growing Hope has been a  

big help to the whole com-

munity. They have a lot of 

great volunteers. I appreciate 

all they have done for me and 

my sales (at DYFM).” 

Steve Karpo,  
Karpo Farms

 “Growing Hope Market is very 

helpful to me. They adver-

tise, keep records that help to 

keep us informed on different 

items: weather, market num-

bers. Their market has been 

profitable for me. Thank you, 

Growing Hope.” 

MaryAnn Blaszak,  
Blaszak Greenhouse 
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volunteerism
This year, our talented Board 

grew in size, adding dedicated 

and knowledgeable people like 

CHRISTOPHER  

MICHALAK, a locavore drawn 

to the cause of increasing 

awareness of and access 

to healthy, homegrown foods. For Christopher, 

volunteering helps fulfill his sense of duty to give  

back to his community and the surrounding area.  

He likes the impact of improvements in the food habits, 

culture, and understanding of the community provides. 

“It’s a simple mission, to me, and the outcomes are 

measurable, effective, and it’s a rewarding use of my 

time. I see my efforts matter,” said Christopher.  

Like other Board members, he also finds great 

satisfaction in being hands-on with projects, like 

painting, sanding, and cementing. For Christopher, 

“Being physically involved at the center makes me 

emotionally invested in the outcome and success of the 

Board and community.”

LISA BASHERT first met 

Growing Hope when the Perry 

Learning Garden was first being 

constructed in 1999/2000. 

An organic gardener and 

community organizer for many 

years, Lisa recalls that she was 

immediately intrigued and excited about Growing Hope. 

Lisa has been involved with Project Grow in Ann Arbor 

and says she was eager, “To explore how community 

building could take place through gardens.”  

When a neighbor asked her to get involved by serving 

on the Board, Lisa said, she immediately said yes.  

We’re grateful because in 2011:

• 	 We enjoyed a 48% increase in the 
number of volunteers and a 24% 
increase in volunteer hours over 2009

•	 Approximately 415 unique volunteers 
completed just over 2,700 hours of 
service 

•	 Americorps*VISTA members 
contributed an additional 15,000 hours 
of full-time volunteer service

• 	 429 volunteers contributed 4,703 
volunteer hours

Volunteers are at the core of how Growing Hope carries out its mission, and are in-
volved at every level of the organization. And while Growing Hope and the commu-
nity gains immensely from volunteers’ service, volunteerism also provdies many with 
job skills, professional networking, and the chance to build friendships. It gives people 
a meaningful way to be engaged in community.

Her expertise in beekeeping has brought a honeybee hive 

to the Growing Hope Center through her leadership of 

the Ypsi Food Co-op’s Ypsi Honey Project. When asked 

about future commitments to Growing Hope, Lisa said, “I 

want to remain involved with Growing Hope in as many 

ways as possible until I become a permanent resident of 

Highland Cemetery.”
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In 2010 and 2011, our outreach efforts included refining our 

branding with a revised logo and website. 

Growing Hope partnered with several community organiza-

tions as well as many volunteers to have events including 

our annual fundraising gala, Hope’s Harvest, and our local 

garden and food system tour, Tour de Fresh. In addition to 

these, we also participated in 50 local events, conferences, 

and gatherings, including the Ann Arbor Green Fair, Michi-

gan Organic Food and Farming Association conference, and 

Washtenaw County’s Local Food Summit.

outreach

Growing Hope strives each year to better engage and involve our community in the 
work that we do. While our staff may be small, our organization’s impact reaches 
many corners of Washtenaw County that cross socioeconomic and ethnic barriers, 
tapping into communities of faith, schools, and fellow community organizations.

We’re grateful because in 2010:

•	 Tour de Fresh welcomed 150 participants. 21% 
reported it was their first visit to Ypsilanti

•	 We partnered with the Ypsilanti Food Co-op and 
Transition Ypsi to start a sustainability film and 
community potluck series 

•	 Clifford, the big red truck farm-- an educational 
garden on wheels-- made his debut at the WCC 
Earth Fair

We’re grateful because in 2011:

•	 Over 230 people participated in the sustainability 
film and community potluck series held in part-
nership with the Ypsilanti Food Co-op, Transition 
Ypsi, and later on, the Ypsilanti Public Library

•	 There was an increase in our social media  
following by 1,500 people on Facebook and 290  
on Twitter

•	 We presented to 95 organizations, businesses, and 
classes and reached over 1,000 people through 
direct outreach

•	 We stayed connected to our home in Ypsilanti-- 
you saw us in the parades, at the Heritage Fest, 
and all around the town
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2010–2011 FINANCIALS
AS OF DEC 31

REVENUE	 2010	 2011

Contributions & Sponsorships	 $49,778	 $57,323

Grants	 $750	 $124,899 

In-kind Contributions	 $71,275	 $46,671

Capital Campaign	 $106,404	 $150,771

Special Events	 $21,769	 $39,975 

Contracts	 $108,988	 $60,413

Program revenue	 $24103	 $52,337

Other	 $318	 $1424

Total Revenue	 $383,385	 $533,816

EXPENSES	 2010	 2011	

Program expenses	 $177,934	 $297,896

Administration/management	 $23,123	 $55,834

Fundraising	 $37,604	 $80,312

Total Expense	 $238,661	 $434,042

EXPENSES 2010

Program 
expenses
74.56%

Administration/
management

9.69%

Fundraising
15.75%

EXPENSES 2011

Program 
expenses
68.63%

Administration/
management

12.86%

Fundraising
18.51%

REVENUE 2010

Contributions & 
Sponsorships
12.98%

Grants
.19%

In-kind 
Contributions
18.59%

Capital 
Campaign
27.75%

Special 
Events
5.68%

Contracts
28.43%

Program revenue
6.29%

Other
.08%

REVENUE 2011
Contributions & 
Sponsorships
10.74%

Grants
23.40%

In-kind 
Contributions
8.74%Capital 

Campaign
28.24%

Special 
Events
7.49%

Contracts
11.32%

Program 
revenue
9.80%

Other
.27%
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Thank you to our contributors* in 2010 and 2011. 
Without the financial, sponsorship and in-kind support 

from this broader community, we could not exist. 

A Transformation Station
Aaron Krueger
Aaron Ridley
Adreanne Waller
Adrian Ohmer
Adrianne Finelli
Adrienne Meyer
Al Dente Pasta
Alice McGinley
Alice Sano Teachout
Alison Donigan
Alison Perine
Allied Building Products
Amanda and Trey Allen
Amanda Hackett and Bennett Borsuk
Amanda Maria Edmonds
Amanda Sheffler
Amanda Szot
Americana Foundation
Amorita Oliver
Amy Hughes
Andre DSouza
Andrea Dawson
Andrea Lahodny and Jon Zavrel
Andrew Comai
Andrew Henderson
Andrew Hromadka
Andrew Powers
Andy and Joan Brush
Andy King
Angel Food Catering
Angela and Marshel Barbash
Angie Seder
Anita and Peter Sandretto
Ann and Tom Gladwin
Ann and Tom Schriber
Ann Arbor Farm & Garden
Ann Arbor Music Center
Ann Arbor Reuse Center
Ann Hubbard
Anna and Garrison Dyer
Anna Erickson
Anne Scott
Arbor Research Collaborative For 
Health
Ashley Wilt
Aubree’s Pizzeria & Tavern
Aubrey Thomason
Babl Tree
Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds
Barbara and Larry Bowman
Barbara Hayworth & Roland Schaedig

Barbara Kessler and Dick Sobel
Barbara Pemberton
Barbara Stahler-Sholk
Bd’s Mongolian Barbeque
Beal, Inc.
Beautifu Earth Family Farm
Bee Mayhew
Beezy’s
Bernie and Rickey Agranoff
Beth Barclay
Beth Dugdale and Marty Friedburg
Betty and Davis Fitzgerald Foundation
Beverly Rudolph
Big George’s Home Appliance Mart
Biggies
Bill & Sally Wildner Foundation
Black Star Farms
Black Star Farms
Blair Beuche
Blake Richards
Bob Krzewinski & Sally Lunn
Bob and Amy Doyle
Bob and Judy Little
Bob and Kitty Slater
Bob and Susan Galardi
Bob Evans Ann Arbor
Bob Tetens
Bona Sera Supper Club
Botanical Interests
Bowen Cho
Bowerbird Mongo
Brad Jacobsen
Brad Perkins
Bradley Seel
Brammer’s Lawn Care
Brandon and Sarah Johns
Brian Easley
Bruce Baker and Eugenie Wolfson
Buffalo Wild Wings Ypsilanti
Bunyan Bryant and Jean Carlberg
C Raker and Sons, Inc
Cafe Zola
Calvert Social Investment Foundation
Capstone Financial
Carol and Mitch Fleischer
Carol German
Carol Shepherd
Carole and Rick Leyshock
Carolyn Macock
Carroll and John Thomson
Cassie Sobelton
Catherine Badgley and Gerry Smith

Cathy Britt
Cathy Carter
Cedric Whitney and Patricia 
Piechowski-Whitney
Celeste McClellan and Barbara Zmich
Celeste Rabaut and Stefan Kukurugya
Chad Crabtree
Charise Collins
Charles and Vivienne Armentrout
Charles Pekarek
Charles Warpehoski
Charlotte Beil
Chen Chow Brasserie
Chen Chow Brasserie
Cheryl Farmer
Chiu-Mei Chen
Chris and Robyn DeRuyver
Chris Collins
Christina and Charles Kim
Christine Shultz
Christopher Fendley
Christopher Michalak
Cindy and Lewis Kleinsmith
Cindy Straub
City of Ann Arbor, Natural Area 
Preservation
City Printing
Claire Kalpakjian
Claudette Casello
Claudia and Alex Pettit
Claudia and Tony Scioly
Clover Computers
Colorbok
Committee To Elect Kathy Giszczak
Corner Brewery
Corner Health Center
Corridor Sausage Co.
Courtney Bell
Craig Hupy and Marie Lemmer
Craig Spangler and Teresa Honnold
Cristy Lindemann
Crystal Fortwangler and PJ Saliterman
Cynthia Edwards
Cynthia Hodges
D. Yarrow Halstead
D.K. Donegan
Dale and Laura Shope
Dali Group Restaurant & Bar Collection
Daniel and Jane Hayes
Daniel King
Daniel Martyn
Daniel Yaussy
Dave & Wendy Reinhardt

Dave and Paula Strenski
Dave Edison
Dave Fischer
Dave Wanty
David and Deanna White
David and Gerry Rutledge
David and Patricia Chaimowitz
David Bates
David Bell
David Dickinson and Jeannine Laprad
David Palmer
David Rutledge Election Committee
David Wolber
Dean Marble
Debbie Locke Daniel
Deborah Bayer
Deneil Harney
Dennis and Karen Palmer
Derrick Jackson
Designs By Judy Florist and 
Greenhouse
Destiny Lewis
Diana Green
Diane and Al Kaip
Diane Geherin
Diane Kurz
Diane Lehman Wilson
Diane Schemanske
Dick Fortune
Don and Terry Wurtzel
Donald and Nancie Loppnow
Donna Ainsworth
Donna Turner
Douglas and Linda Hock
Douglas Cash
Downtown Home and Garden
DTE Energy Foundation
Duane Wilder
E. Daniel and Lynn Ayres
Eastern Michigan University
Ecology Center
Eden Foods
Eileen Guiney
Eleanor Banyai
Elena Doucet-Beer
Elisa and Alan Dengiz
Elizabeth Hoffmann
Elizabeth Hollenkamp
Elizabeth L. Wilkinson
Elizabeth Senger
Ellen Bunting and Ken Schwartz
Ellen Clement

*This list includes both annual and capital campaign contributors.
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Ellen Patrick
Emily Jenkins
English Gardens Ann Arbor
Eric and Katy Kramp
eve- The Restaurant
Evelyn Neuhaus
ExtraSpace Storage
Fair Food Network
Fingerle Lumber
First Element Entertainment
First Universalist Unitarian 
Congregation Of Ann Arbor
Foxway Realty
Fran Talsma
Frank and Kathleen Deutsch
Friends Of Liz Brater
Gabe Tilove
Gail and Kenneth Castle
Gary and Shelley Bruder
Gary Clark and Glen Sard
Geof’s Heating/Cooling
George and Joyce Schlecht
Georgina Hickey
Gertrude Warkentin
GI Surplus Of Wayne
Gine & Cesar Lorenzetti
Ginny Golembiewski
Gisela Ahlbrandt and Mike Rains
Glass House Cafe & Catering
Google
Grace Sweeney and Peter Murdock
Grange Kitchen & Bar
Grass Lake Medical Center
Greg Gehl
Gregory and Rebekah Beach
Gregory Fox and Sharon Lean
Gretchen Cavanaugh
Gretchen Hertz
Groundwork Studio
Hadley Lord
Hal and Donna Estry
Haley Mechanical
Handy Manuel
Hannah Ashmore
Harvest Kitchen
Helen Burton
Her Electric
Herrick Foundation
Hillary Bisnett
Hollie Pietsch
Hometown Seeds
Hometown Seeds
Hut-K Inc.
Ian Kelly
Ian MacGregor and Vickie Wellman
IBEW 252 Electrical Union
IBM Employee Services Center
Ines and Eric Storhok
Irene Macaluso
Irwin and Karen Danto
J & S Portrait America
J Neil’s Mongolian Barbeque
Jacobson Daniels Associates
Jacqui Hinchey and Yalcin Yanikoglu
James and Barbara Fortune
James and Diane Reppke
James and Julie King

James and Marcia Cameron
James Bunting
Jamie Prevo
Jan and Marty Baltzell
Jan and Michael BenDor
Jan Newman
Jan Prudeanu
Jan Schlaff
Janell Steel
Janet Goldwasser and Stuart Dowty
Janet Smith
Janette Lutz
Janis Bobrin and Mike Allemang
Jason Frenzel
Jason Voss
Jay Sennett
Jayjit Nandwana
Jeanine Horak
Jeanne Wemsmann
Jeannine Palms and Dale Petty
Jeff Allen
Jeff Clark
Jeff Rodewald
Jenna and Rich Bacolor
Jennifer and David McNamara
Jennifer Barry
Jennifer Burd
Jennifer Burris
Jennifer Eastridge and PK Smith
Jennifer Fike and Jon Cioffi
Jennifer Gaffney
Jeremy Sobczak
Jessica ‘Decky’ Alexander
Jessica and Bryan Martyn
Jessica Ashmore and Matt Lang
Jessica Edwards
Jessica Faul
Jessica Winn
Jessica’s Skin & Body Apothecary
Jewel “Jeff” Hunter
Jim Cavanaugh
Jim Crowfoot and Ruth Carey
Jim Weyman
JMD Contractors, Inc
Joan Binkow
Joan Martin
Joanna Myers
Joanne and Roger Pohl
Joel and Liz Skene
Joel Timm
Joey Barker
John and Debbie Dingell
John and Denise Toomasian
John and Laura Crawford
John and Mary Irene Pappas
John and Penny Tropman
John and Sarah Weiss
John Gearen
John McCauley and Virginia Weingate
John Naheedy
John Vandermeer and Ivette Perfecto
John Volpe and Mary Devine
Johnny’s Selected Seeds
Johnson Ohana Foundation
Joseph & Faith Tiberio Charitable Trust
Joseph Camp
Joseph Malcoun

Joseph Vainner
Josh Clayton
Joshua Pokempner and Gretchen 
Gardner
Joyce Casale
Joyce Freeman
Joyce Kohn
Joyce Leslie
Jude Walton
Jude Walton Photography
Judith Cawhorn
Judith Connelly
Judith Heady
Judy Bobrow
Judy Stone and Ann-Margaret Giovino
Julie Cotton
Julie Abuelsamid
Julie and Michael Perea
June and Dennis Gordon
Jungle Java
Kaleidoscope Books and Collectibles
Kami Pothukuchi
Karen and Eric Maurer
Karen Bdera
Karen Krzyminski
Karen Thurman
Karen Verpeet
Kasie Cousino
Kat Dickenson
Kate Jones Share and David Share
Katherine Alaimo
Katherine King
Kathleen Stadtfeld
Kathleen Ward and George Rector
Kathryn Bowring and Paul Reid
Kathryn Cleveland
Kathy and Tom Goldberg
Katie and Jack Lane
Katie Thompson
Katy Derezinski
Kelly B. Elliot
Kelly Buda
Kenneth and Jeanne Levy-Church
Kenneth Wong
Kevin Dobson
Kevin Kubarych
Kevin Tang
Key Bank
Kim Crabtree
Kim Reynolds
Kimberly Gwozdz
Kristen Cuhran and Natalie Holbrook
Kristin Darga
Kristine Hong
Kristine James
La Vision
Lana and Henry Pollack
Lance Esparza
Larry and Stephanie Doll
Larry Thomas
Laura and Eugene Laporte
Laura Buhl and Pablo Medina
Laura Kellman
Laura Machida
Laura Siebrig Bien
Laurie Dean
Laurie White

Leigh Greden
Lesley Chace and Peter Rinehart
Libby and Peter Schick
Liberty St. Brewing Company
Liberty St. Brewing Company
Linda French
Linda Jeffries
Linda Mealing
Linda Sutherland
Lindsay Smith
Linnea and Paul Perlman
Linore Latham
Lisa and John Murphy
Lisa Carolin and Suzanne Murray
Lisa Mazzia
Lisa Waud
Lisa Wozniak and Kenny Simon
Liz Dahl MacGregor and Ken 
MacGregor
Locavorious
Lolita Nunn
Lonnie Buda
Lorelle and Guy Meadows
Lori Tucker-Sullivan
Louise Edison
Lovella Photography
Lucas Coe
Lucas DiGia
Lynne Chaimowitz
Mabelle Kirk
Madelyn Sheldon and Brad Vieau
Maggie’s Baked Goods
Manistee National Golf and Resort
Marci Scalera
Margaret Falahee
Margaret Johnston
Margery Beardsley and Kurt Sonen
Margie Martyn
Marianne Udow
Marie and Arthur Howard
Marie and Curtis Parmer
Marilyn and Marvin Levinson
Mark and Amber Barbieri
Mark and PV Roby
“Mark Chevrolet
ATTN Trish Hampton”
Mark Stranahan
Mark Wallace
Marnie Ruch
Marsha Benz
Marsha Pumroy
Martha Ceccio
Martin Sonesson
Mary Burton
Mary Campbell
Mary Garboden and Briana Adato
Mary Hustoles
Mary Krzeczkowski
Mary Zaman
Maryann Griffith
Maryann Griffith, DDS
Masco Corporation Foundation
Massage Mechanics
Materials Unlimited
Matt and Rene Greff
Matthew Coffer
Max Heirich



Meadowlark Energy
Media Guild, Inc
Meghan Martyn
Melissa Jones
Melissa Whitney and William Stobby
Merilynne and Stephen Rush
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc. 
Matching Gifts Program
Metzger’s German Restaurant
Michael and Hilary Cohen
Michael Appel and Ruth Kraut
Michael Edison
Michael Elph Morgan and Jillian 
Downey
Michael Finney
Michael Goebelbecker
Michael Larson
Michael Mann
Michael S. Simon
Michael Susanne Salon
Michael Susanne Salon
Michael Szuberla
Micheal Susanne Salon
Michele L. Colton Trust
Michelle Fortin
Michelle Shankwiler
Michigan Food Policy Council
Michigan Institute For Clinical and 
Health Research
Mikaelah Zimmerman
Mity Nice Coffee
Mity Nice LLC
mix
Monica Milla
Monica Patel
Monique Deschaine
Murray Family Fund
Nancy Gunn
Nancy Reid
Natalie Bruno
Needle-lane Farm
Nick Roumel
Nicole Chardoul
Nicole Kauffman
Nicole Rom
Norm Bishara
Northside Community Church
Old House Gardens
Olde Town Auctions
Omari Rush
Oran Hesterman and Lucinda Kurtz
Osprey Recreational Properties
Oxbow Horse Farms
Pacific Rim By Kana
Pam Dwyer
Pam Shultz
Patricia and Tim Redmond
Patricia Lee
Patricia Postel and Jeanne Mackey
Patricia Racco
Patricia Runyon
Patrick McLean and Angela Scott
Patty Donahue and Stan Price
Paul and Andrea Schollaert
Paul and Dawn Bailey
Paul and Lori Saginaw

Paul and Penny Schreiber
Paul Warner
Pauline Bigby
Penn, Schoen & Berland Associates, 
Inc.
People’s Food Co-op
Peri and Matt Stone-Palmquist
Perpetua Boutique
Perry and Lelia Mackall
Persephone Rising
Peter and Patty Fink
Peter and Sally Allen
Peter Holmes
Peter Link
Peter Paul
Pfizer Foundation
Phyllis Ponvert
Pierce Lake Golf Course
Pot & Box
R.W. and Beth Hospadaruk
Rachel and Joe Montgomery
Rachel and Stephen Kaplan
Rachel Chadderdon
Rachel Cheng
Rachel Dewees
Rachel Latvala
Rachel Permut
Rachid Seklaoui and Martha Laatsch
Radius Garden
Ranvir Gujral
Raven’s Club
Ray and Noreen DeYoung
Raymond Mullins
Rebecca and Michael Sipe
Rebecca Beltz
Rebecca Boylan
Rebecca Dunkle
Rebecca Kameya
Rebecca Swank
Rena and Jeff Basch
Renee’s Garden
Rich Kato
Richard and Diana Dyer
Richard Lord
Rick Walters
Robert & Sandy Duke
Robert Cleveland
Robert Edmonds
Robert Thomas
Roberta and Ian Wojcik-Andrews
Rolf Bouma
Ron and Lonni Sussman
Ronald and Eileen Weiser
Ronnie Peterson
Roos Roast Coffee
Rosemarie and Michael Pitsch
Ruth Graves
Ruthann Nichols
Ryan Dembinsky
Ryan Kiley
Ryan Noel
S R Hytinen
Sage Chef
Saline Stone & Thistle Garden Club
Sally Lunn & Bob Krzewinski
Sam Parise

Sam Stark and Kae Halonen
Sandee & Bill French
Sandra Scheuer
Sandy Mullally
Sarah Cranley
Sarah Ross
Sarah Smalheer
Sawnia House
Scott Elliott and Nancy Uffner-Elliott
Scott Morgan
Second Baptist Church
Seed Savers Exchange
Serena Schwartz-Larson
Shannon Marimon
Shannon Sakesewski and Melissa Cox
Sharon Sheldon
Sheila Schueller
Shelley Thomopoulos
Shelly Stempfle
Sherm and Nancy Mass
Sidetrack Bar & Grill
Silvio’s Organic Pizza
Silvio’s Organic Pizza
Silvio’s Organic Pizza
Slow Food Huron Valley
Sondra Gunn
Southern Exposure Seed Exchange
SPARK East
Spotted Dog Winery
St. Joseph Mercy Health System
Stacey Fallis
Stan and Janet Reedy
Stephanie Reeves
Stephen Braverman
Stephen Edison
Steve and Alice Zawojski
Steve and Madeline Thiry
Steve Hustoles
Steve Russie
Stewart Beal
Stoke’s Seeds
Stranahan Foundation
Sue and Gene Schwach
Sue and Jim Ashwell
Sue Budin
Sue Stickel
Sueann Wickstrom
Susan Ashmore
Susan Juzswik
Susan Wayne
Susan West
Synod Residential Services
T.R. Durham
Tad Wysor
Tammy Coxen and Eric McGlohan
Taurus Moon Mixed Media
Tejas Shah
Teresa Gillotti
Terrence and Mary Ann McDonald
Terry and Janice Brown
The Anderson Family Fund
The Balmers
The Boston Foundation
The Charles Reinhart Co.
The Dyer Family Organic Farm
The Earle

The Earle
The Lumber Jacks Tree Service
The Michigan Theater
The Moore Family
The Mosaic Foundation of Rita and 
Peter Heydon
The Rocket
The Woodlands Of Van Buren
Thomas Leahy
Tim and Jenny Vroom
Timothy Aben
Tiya Miles and Joseph Gone
Todd Penrod
Tom and Anne Woiwode
Tom and Cindy Kelley
Tom and Jean Shope
Tom Yaeger
Tom Yaeger
Tower Inn Cafe
Toyota TEMA
Transition Ypsilanti
Trey and Elizabeth Caswell
Trinity Farms CSA
Trish and Philip Hampton
Two Seven Oh, Inc.
U Of M Blue Lab
U-M Ypsilanti Family Practice
U.S. Restoration
Ursula Freimarck
Valley Family Farm
Vicki Chan
Victor Del Corral
Viral Amin
Waterhouse Garden Designs
Wendy Gouine
Wendy Watson
Wendy Wilkes and Jim Krier
Whole Foods Market Cranbrook
WholeHeart Group
William and Ann Furtwangler
William and Katrina Orlowski
William C. Babut, P.C.
William Fennel
William Phillips
William Zinsser
Ypsi Cycle
Ypsi Studio
Ypsilanti Area Visitors & Convention 
Bureau
Ypsilanti DDA
Ypsilanti Food Cooperative
Ypsilanti Garden Club
Ypsilanti Kiwanis Club
Ypsilanti Public Schools
Ypsilanti Senior Center
Zack Frey
Zingerman’s Creamery
Zingerman’s Foundation
Zingerman’s Service Network



Board Members 
who served  
in 2010 and/or 2011

 
Aubrey Thomason

Chad Crabtree

Christopher Michalak

David Palmer

E. Daniel Ayers

Ellen Bunting

Hillary Bisnett

Jan BenDor

Jess Martyn

Jessica French

Jessica Hustoles

Joel Skene

Kristen Cuhran

Lynne Chaimowitz

Mark Barbieri

Mary LeDuc

Matt Coffer

Melvin Gaines

Michelle Shankwiler

Mike Edison

Patty Donahue

Pauline Bigby

Sharon Sheldon

Zeal Chen

INTERNS

Sarah Harmon

Sarah Reinhardt

Shiloh Maples

YOUTH INTERNS

Christian Cannon

Jordan Bray-Burns

Kelsey Watson

Nia Hallom

Amanda Maria Edmonds

Arika Lycan

Christine Easley

Danielle Gartner

Elissa Trumbull

Hannah Ashmore

Karen Spangler

Liz Dahl MacGregor

Ryan Mary Stedman

Wade Davis

Staff

Year-round and summer Americorp*VISTA members 
who served during 2010 and/or 2011

Adrianne Finelli

Ashley Broas

Brian Montagne

Casey VanNest

Christina Barkel

Delfina Bonilla

Ed Garrett

Emily Andre

Eva Nyerges

Gabe Tilove

Jeremy Sobczak

Jessica Roache

Joel Panozzo

JP Swanson

Paul Burger

Roy Finny

Ryan Mary Stedman

Sarah Waugh

Stefanie Stauffer

Toby Millman

Wendy Watson

Growing Hope Board and Staff 
2010 and 2011
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About Growing Hope
As a charitable 501c3 organization, Growing Hope’s mission is to help 

people improve their lives and communities through gardening and 

healthy food access.

P.O. Box 980129

Ypsilanti, MI 48198

734.786.8401

getintouch@growinghope.net

growing hope
Improving lives and communities through
gardening and access to healthy food


