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Literacy in ACTion 
Led by our Education Director, the program’s goals over the course of a school year are to create effective teachers, along with proficient readers and confident learners from students who are reluctant, struggling readers through active participation in classroom and during post-show discussions at the theater. Teachers learn how to use theatre and arts-based strategies to improve their students’ literacy, critical and creative thinking skills.  Students discover and use strategies to comprehend, enjoy, and find value in reading and responding to literature.

Literacy in ACTion meets the requests of teachers to improve the literacy and thinking skills of over 200 students in four urban schools and a school for students with special needs. Each teacher receives training and is mentored by our Education Director. Teachers actively participate in the classroom activities with the students and write at least one lesson plan using the strategies. 
Community Literacy Day
Led by our Education Director and Coordinator, the Community Literacy Day at the end of the Literacy in ACTion Program showcases the learning, projects and transformation of the students and how the teachers used the strategies. Presented as an evening event for parents, faculty, administration, and members of the communities, students perform scenes from the literature, display their projects, and share what they learned. At a reception, everyone has a chance to mingle, see the students’ work, and celebrate accomplishments of the students and their teachers.  

Young Women’s Cultural Collaborative 
Led by our Education Coordinator, this program uses two works of literature and two performance experiences to raise awareness, appreciation and respect of people of other cultures. By connecting 50 students that are from Manchester Academic Charter School and at least one other school, the Young Women’s Cultural Collaborative also builds students’ reading and writing strategies and their speaking skills during discussions with actors and each other. The Education Coordinator works with teachers to create discussion points and prompts that relate to the students’ culture, identity, themes of the literature and more. Students compare and contrast two written and theatrical works and explore how the literature addresses relevant topics in their lives and cultures.

Global Classroom
Led by two members of our Teacher Advisory Committee, Global Classroom connects two or more local schools and schools out of our region and in another country. Teachers and students read the literature, present scenes selected by the students, and participate in discussions in real time using digital video technology. Goals are to create readers and learners as we build bridges across schools, regions and countries. 

The Annual Creative Arts Celebration
Middle and high school students create original short stories, poems, plays, and visual arts that share their personal responses to the theme of each season and the literature.  Their work is adjudicated by the Prime Stage Teacher Advisory Committee who selects finalists in those categories. During the productions, students’ work is displayed and awarded at the theatre. 

Annual Middle and High School Drama Awards
We recognize, award and celebrate the work of middle and high school students who create and produce non-musical plays in their schools. 
