
23 West Broad Street, Suite 100 
P.O. Box 12117 
Richmond, VA 23241 
(804) 644-0546 
betterhousingcoalition.org

2012 Annual Report

what changes   

when you redevelop 
a neighborhood? 



2012 Annual Report

what changes   

when you redevelop 
a neighborhood? 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
  

Our mission 
is to change  
lives and 
transform  
communities 
through 
high-quality, 
affordable 
housing.



Dear Friends,

In our quest to change lives and transform communities through  
high-quality, affordable housing, change is one of few constants. 

Economic climates change. Real estate development and Fair Housing  
regulations expand. Government priorities shift. Residents’ needs evolve. 

In this swirl of change, your support is our most valuable constant.  
Philanthropy plays an important role in developing and sustaining  
vibrant communities where residents can succeed. 

Housing is a catalyst for change. As we develop and restore homes,  
we transform communities. In that transformation, we change lives.  

A big change at BHC is the retirement of our first president 
and CEO, T.K. Somanath, after 24 years. He inspired all of 
us to dream big and care for our fellow human beings.

We welcome Greta Harris as T.K.’s successor. Her experience 
in community development at all levels – and her 
understanding of and passion for this work – will create 
new opportunities and partnerships.

In 2012 we received a game-changing, $1,000,000 
challenge grant from The Cabell Foundation to advance 

our efforts in North Church Hill, the gateway to Richmond’s East End. This area 
has the largest concentration of poverty in Central Virginia. With your 

support, we will meet this challenge and continue revitalizing this 
once-vibrant neighborhood. 

We are grateful for your gifts that helped change lives in 
2012. Thank you for entrusting us to play a leading role 
as an agent of change.

 
John P. McCann 
Chairman

BHC’s daily  
cost-per-resident to help 

seniors age in place:

$2

everything changes

$600 million

$80

$605

$930

Estimated economic impact of BHC’s community redevelopment in Greater Richmond

Average rent for  
a 2-bedroom  
apartment

Medicare’s daily 
cost-per-resident:

$200
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Average reduction in monthly electric bills 
at Lincoln Mews Apartments after  

BHC weatherization. 
Before: $120 
After: $40

Total annual consumption reduction 
for North Oak’s 142 units:

52,824,000
cubic feet 

Average 
monthly gas 
consumption 
at North Oak 
Apartments 
dropped  
by 80%  
after BHC  
weather-
ization: 

Before: 
38 Ccf

John McCann with 

Greta Harris, BHC’s 

new President  

and CEO

After: 
7 Ccfm
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When Harold Ford learned that the Better Housing Coalition was 
building apartments for lower-income seniors in North Church Hill,  
he rushed to secure one for his mother, Rose Martin. 

Ford, a Church Hill native and Richmond community police officer for 
the 1st Precinct, said, “At the time, she was living on the fifth 
floor of a seniors apartment building on the South Side. She 

wasn’t happy,” he said. “It was noisy, she saw sketchy 
behavior, and her friends and family weren’t nearby.”

“I didn’t feel safe where I was before, but I do 
here,” said Martin of her home at Somanath Senior 
Apartments at Beckstoffer’s*. “It’s so peaceful and 
quiet. I love it.”

Not having utility bills was another attraction since 
it’s included in the rent. “We didn’t realize at first that this is a 
net-zero energy apartment. It’s on the cutting edge of energy 
efficiency,” said Ford. “The space works really well, and I am 
envious of her kitchen cabinets.” 

Martin enjoys being back in her old neighborhood, close to her 
church and her friends, two of whom are also renting there.

Best of all, her son can stop in and see her more frequently  
than before. 

“This place is perfect for my mother, and her lifestyle has  
really changed,” said Ford. “She’s on the go all the time now,  
so I have to call ahead to make sure she’s home.”

“	This place is perfect 
for my mother, and 
her lifestyle has really 
changed. She’s on the 
go all the time now.”

     change in
energy

Officer Harold Ford 

with his mother, 

Rose Martin.

When Vickie Perkins moved into Park Lee Apartments 
in Chesterfield in 1993, she was a single mother with 
an infant and a toddler. Fortunately, she landed a job 
in Park Lee’s maintenance department. 

“Park Lee was rough back then,” said Perkins. Her 
family lived in a building that was poorly insulated 
from the elements and in disrepair. Chesterfield Police 
were responding to 1,200 calls a year. 

The Better Housing Coalition purchased Park Lee 
in 1997 and made sweeping changes in density, 

building quality, architecture and green 
space, among other improvements. 

Renamed Winchester Greens, the 
former Park Lee became a 

nationally acclaimed, 
award-winning 

community.

“When they showed me our new townhome, I couldn’t 
believe it,” recalled Perkins. “It was a whole lot 
nicer, a whole lot cleaner, and a whole lot 
quieter. I loved it. I still love it.”

BHC’s maintenance department 
hired Perkins, and she was a 
diligent worker for 14 years. 
In 2011, a series of knee 
operations rendered her unable 
to work and permanently 
disabled. Losing her livelihood 
and mobility was devastating.

Through this dramatic life change, BHC’s 
community social work staff helped Vickie with the 
complex paperwork related to her disability and 
medical care. They helped her qualify for a rent 
subsidy and programs that lower her utility costs.

“I don’t like to ask for help, but I know that without 
their help, I’d be homeless by now,” said Perkins. 

Thanks to Perkins’ dedicated parenting and living in a 
supportive community, she can take great pride that 
her daughter recently graduated from college and 
her son graduated from high school. As her children 
spread their wings, she eyes her long-term future at 
Winchester Greens, which might include a move to the 
apartments for seniors.

“BHC has been a lifeline my entire adult life,” said 
Perkins. “I hope I can stay here forever.” 

life 
changes

Vickie Perkins 

raised her family at 

Winchester Greens.

*The apartments will be dedicated in honor of T.K. Somanath in November 2013.

“	Without the help of BHC’s social 
workers, I’d be homeless by now.”
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North Church Hill was once a thriving neighborhood  
with a rich mixture of residential, retail and  
commercial activity.

Today it has the highest density of poverty in 
Richmond, particularly in the areas north of Broad 
Street along the 25th Street corridor. The signs of 
disinvestment abound with more than 400 blighted 
properties, lack of retail stores, and public housing 
projects that book-end the neighborhood.

The Better Housing Coalition (BHC) began stemming the 
tide of disinvestment in the ‘90s by building attractive, 
affordable homes. Public entities, private investors and 
other non-profit organizations joined our cause to focus 
their resources in North Church Hill, too.  

It’s time to accelerate the change. 

Church Hill Awakening is BHC’s initiative to raise  
$10 million to accelerate the transformation of 

North Church Hill. Funds raised will enable us to develop 
150 homes, which will leverage an additional $36 million 
in new investment and propel more residential and 
commercial development.   

Our vision is to reclaim this historic community, increase 
the stock of high-quality, affordable housing, and 
restore its role as a socially and economically healthy 
contributor to the City of Richmond. As part of this 
transformation, we will also create opportunities for 
residents of all ages to succeed and thrive.

accelerating change
a million dollar 
challenge
In late 2012, The Cabell Foundation issued a 
remarkable $1 million challenge grant to inspire 
other donors to support BHC’s Church Hill Awakening 
campaign. If BHC can raise $2 million, The Cabell 
Foundation will match it with $1 million. 

This grant is the largest issued by The Cabell 
Foundation, and is the largest BHC has ever received. 

The challenge provides a rare opportunity to 
leverage philanthropic dollars as we work to  
reclaim this historic neighborhood.

We welcome your support to reach  
the goal and trigger the  
$1 million gift.

“Healthy neighborhoods with affordable homes are the 
essential anchors of the City’s economy. Church Hill’s 
time has come, its star is rising, and the Better Housing 
Coalition is making a shared vision become a reality.”

				   - Richmond Mayor Dwight Jones
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When BHC develops new homes, 
we create The Multiplier Effect. We 
infuse money into the local economy, 
create new jobs and inspire private 
development to follow our lead. 

Through 2012, our $30 million 
investment in housing in North  
Church Hill has*:

  �Created 400 jobs  
(direct, indirect and induced)

  �Produced $111,100,000 
in economic impact

  �Generated $11,213,000 
in govt. revenue and taxes

  �Reduced crime by 46%  
compared to a city-wide 
reduction of 25% (2000–2012).

*�Based on data extrapolated from the National Home Builder’s Association
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unchanging
 support

“	The work BHC does  
can lead to a better family 
life and better health 
for so many people.”

Joan Farley Chappell, 

BHC donor since  

1999.

One constant that we hope will never change is the unwavering support of our 
generous donors. Philanthropic gifts provide 100 percent of the support for our 
community social work program and play an important role in our ability to  
change lives and transform communities. 

Joan Farley Chappell is one such loyal donor, having made contributions to  
BHC every year since 1999. 

Back in the 1970s, Chappell was vice chair of the Richmond Housing Authority.  
She later served as a housing commissioner for nine years and has a master’s 
degree in urban planning.

“The more I heard about BHC, the more excited I got,” recalls Chappell. She 
took one of BHC’s community bus tours in the 1990s and was hooked. 

“Communities really need BHC. The work BHC does can lead to a 
better family life and better health for so many people,”  

says Chappell.

At age 84, she still enjoys attending BHC events 
such as the annual Builder’s Society reception 

for donors who give more than $1,000  
in a given year. 

“It’s exciting to see so many Richmonders 
supporting BHC, and I’m proud to be one 
of them,” adds Chappell.  

Kenya Wheeler is one of the thousands of disabled 
veterans whose fear of predatory lending made 
her shy away from home ownership. When she saw 
promotional materials from the Better Housing 
Coalition offering down payment assistance and 
grant funding, it sounded too good to be true. 

“After working with home 
buying counselors from BHC 
and Housing Opportunities 
Made Equal, I realized how 
genuine they were,” said the 
Army veteran. “They wanted to set me up for success 
and were always a phone call away.”

Wheeler fell in love with a new bungalow with a first-
floor master bedroom that BHC built in Richmond’s 
Blackwell neighborhood. She bought the home in 
August 2012 and enjoys being part of a growing 
community of BHC homeowners.

Wheeler’s energy bills are low and maintenance is 
easy. Best of all, her mortgage is $100 less per month 
than the rent on her former two-bedroom apartment.

Having served her country, Wheeler now serves as a volunteer 
social worker with her church, and she has applied to 
become a foster parent. “Living here is like living in 
any suburban neighborhood,” she says, “I am 
blessed to be able to give another child a 
good home.” 

“�BHC set me up 
for success as a 
homeowner.”

change of
  focus

Disabled veteran Kenya Wheeler (r) 

with her daughter, Promise.
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  �Bank of America Merrill Lynch

  �Capital One Services, Inc.

 � Chesterfield County

 � City of Richmond

 � County of Henrico

The Better Housing Coalition gives thanks to our leading supporters 
whose continued generosity enables us to provide high-quality homes 
and support services to our neighbors in need. These philanthrophic 
investments make large-scale community transformations possible. We 
are grateful for their special gifts and for their devotion to our mission.  

committed to change

champions of change
$10,000–$24,999

Altria Companies Employee  
Community Fund

Bon Secours Richmond Health System

Judith Haskell Brewer Fund 

Community Affordable Housing  
Equity Corporation

Laura Lee Garrett and John Vollino

Genworth Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley K. Joynes III

LISC

Mr. Daniel R. Mortensen

R.E.B. Foundation

SunTrust Bank and SunTrust Foundation

Universal Leaf Foundation

VHDA

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Weinstein

Jeffrey and Tamra Wilt, through  
The Monument Group Fund

community builder
$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Philip A. Brooks

Mr. and Mrs. J. Stewart Bryan

Mrs. Dianne D. Carter

Gertrude M. Conduff Foundation

Virginia H. Spratley Charitable Fund II 

Franklin Federal Savings Bank

Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Mr. and Mrs. R. Wheatley McDowell

Richmond Association of REALTORS®

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Shamin Hotels

Larry and Tillie Shifflett

Mrs. Charles G. Thalhimer, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph F. Totten

Scott and Lilo Ukrop

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Ukrop

William F. Weber 

Mr. and Mrs. David S. White

town builder
$1,000–$4,999

Mr. and Mrs. Farhad Aghdami

Amurcon Realty Co.

Anonymous Fund 

ARMCO

BB&T Corporation

Richard and Maggi Beckstoffer

Ronald and Liliana Bertolini

Roberta Bryan Bocock

Mr. Arthur Newton Bowen

Brown and Brown Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph H. Bunzl

Andrea and Jack Butler

Mrs. Joan Farley Chappell

Chuck Bennett & Sons, Heating & Air

Cornerstone Architects, PLC

Cottrell Communications

Mrs. Janet J. Dennis*

Dillard Electrical, LLC

Dixon Hughes Goodman

Dwight Snead Construction

Emerson Companies, LLC

Enterprise Community Investment

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Farrell

Charlie and May Fox

Froehling & Robertson, Inc.

Fulton Bank

Hamilton Family Foundation

Hirschler Fleischer

E.A. Holsten, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Jacobson

Johannas Design Group

Mr. Johnson Kanady III and  
Ms. Nancy L. Quinn

Jeff and Karen Levin

Loupassi Foundation

Ms. Amanda T. Macaulay

McCann Realty Partners, LLC

Metropolitan Health Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. G. Gilmer Minor III 
in honor of Lissy Bryan

Mr. and Mrs. Keith N. Morgan

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall N. Morton

National Equity Fund, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Newman III

Mrs. Margaret Ann Newman

Ms. Nina B. Nolley

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Oakey, Jr.

Mrs. Chiswell D. L. Perkins

Philip A. Huss, CPA, PLLC

The Francis and 
Joanne Pineno 
Charitable 
Fund

BHC donors  

Amanda Macaulay (l) 

with Buford and  

Susie Scott

Celebrating the opening of Beckstoffer’s Mill Loft Apartments and the groundbreaking for Somanath Senior Apartments are (l–r) BHC Board Members Rev. Dr. Sylvester 

Smith and Penny McPherson (Wells Fargo), Councilwoman Cynthia Newbille, Mayor Dwight Jones, T.K. Somanath, Talley Baratka (Capital One) and Bob Blue (Dominion).

  �Dominion and Dominion Foundation

 � Jackson Foundation

 � Mr. and Mrs. John P. McCann

 � Carter and Charlie McDowell

 � Richmond Memorial Health Foundation

 � Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert M. Rosenthal

 � Wendy and Tom Rosenthal

 � Michael J. Schewel and Priscilla Burbank

 � The Cabell Foundation

 � The Cameron Foundation

 � The Community Foundation  
Serving Richmond and Central Virginia

 � The William H., John G. and 
Emma Scott Foundation

  �Sledd Family Charitable Fund 

 � Virginia Non-Profit Housing Coalition

 � Wells Fargo
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Jack Catlett and Kathy Spong

Ms. Becky Clay Christensen

Ms. Tonia L. Churchwell

Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Claiborne, Jr.

Commonwealth Architects

Commonwealth Movers

Mr. J. David Conmy, Jr.

Mack and Jeanne Cooper 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Cricchi 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Dr. and Mrs. Khirod C. Das

Byrd and Ann Davenport

Ms. W. Lauraine Davis

Ms. Susan F. Dewey

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H. Dillard 
in honor of Laura Lafayette

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Doherty 
in honor of T.K. Somanath

Dovetail Construction Company, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Graham Driver

EarthCraft Virginia

Mr. and Mrs. George S. Elder

Howard Ellis and Eugenia Anderson-Ellis

Exodus Office Installation

Ms. Wendy Fewster

Mr. and Mrs. Jerald Allen Finch

Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Garber

Mrs. Pearson G. Gibson

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Girone

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Gold 
in memory of Christine Rudd Cook

Mr. Paul H. Lundmark

Mr. Bruce Gould and  
Ms. Kathleen McClory

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Gresock

Ms. Valerie Guffy

Habitat for Humanity of Virginia

Ms. Suzanne Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Brenton S. Halsey

Ms. Jane Hamilton 
in honor of Andrea Butler

Mr. and Mrs. Elliott M. Harrigan

Mr. and Mrs. H. Hiter Harris III

Ms. Kathleen D. Headlee

Ms. Jane Helfrich

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hill

Historic Richmond Foundation

John and Dixie Cameron Hoggan, Jr.

Jean and Dave Holman

Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Hooper

Julie R. Hovermale, CPA

Amy Howard and Rob Nelson

Mary Kay and Phil Huss

Ms. Carol Brooks Jackson

Joyce M. Jackson

Mr. Stewart S. Jester and  
Dr. Halleh Akbarnia 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Dr. and Mrs. Gary T. Johnson 
in memory of Mort Gulak

The Honorable Timothy Kaine and  
Ms. Anne Holton

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Kearfott

Sdhari A. King

Mr. and Mrs. Heyn Kjerulf

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Kling 
in honor of Carter McDowell

Koval Family Fund 

Dr. and Mrs. Ashok Kumar

Bev and Al Lacy 
in honor of T.K. Somanath

Dr. Nelson D. Lankford

Ms. Sandra Leibowitz

Mrs. Anne R. Lower 
in honor of Carter McDowell

Mann T. Lowry Foundation

Mrs. William W. Martin, Jr.

Jill and Rick McCormick

Dr. Read F. McGehee, Jr. 
in honor of Carter McDowell

Dr. and Mrs. Hunter H. McGuire, Jr.

McGuireWoods LLP

Claudia and Craig Merritt

Ms. Josephine J. Miller

Monument Construction

Mr. and Mrs.  
Douglas M. Nabhan

Mr. and Mrs.  
Walter J. O’Brien, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Pahren 
in honor of Dan Mortensen

Pineno Levin & Ford Asset Management

Re-Lay Floors, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Satterfield III

Showalter Family Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. T.K. Somanath

Joseph M. Teefey and Judy Collins

Barbara J. Thalhimer and  
William B. Thalhimer, Jr. Family Fund 

Tribble Electric, Inc.

Ted and Katie Ukrop

Union First Market Bank

Mr. John and Dr. Nirmala Vasa

Virginia Credit Union

Virginia Sargeant Reynolds Foundation

Mr. Kevin A. Walters

Jane Dowrick and  
Michael Whitlow

William G. Reynolds, 
Jr. Charitable 

Foundation

Xenith 
Bank

neighborhood builder
$500–$999

Anonymous

Brad and Frazier Armstrong

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Bice

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis T. Booker 
in memory of Mary Tyler McClenahan

Drs. Ellen L. Brock and Joseph F. 
Borzelleca, Jr.

Jane and Austin Brockenbrough III 
Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Cabaniss, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. A. Dale Cannady

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Carreras, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. A. Lynn Chaffin, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. H. Benson Dendy III

Richard and Allyson Dickinson

Sarah and Chip Dicks

Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Edloe, Jr.

Rachel Flynn 
in honor of Jim and Bobbie Ukrop and 
Bob and Audrey Harris

Mr. J. Carroll Graham

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Hill 
in honor of Carter McDowell   

and Lissy Bryan

Mr. and Mrs. W. Barry 
Hofheimer

Mr. and Mrs. J. Randolph       
  Hutcheson

Mr. and Mrs. Alex J. Kay, Jr. 
  in honor of Lissy Bryan

Laura and Michael Lafayette

Mr. and Mrs.  
  E. Morgan Massey

Doug and Laurie Moran

Mosaic Café

ProBuild

project:HOMES

Mr. H. Gerald Quigg

Mr. and Mrs. S. Buford Scott

James and Nancy Searle Fund of the 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander H. Slaughter

The Smith Family Charitable Fund of the 
SEI Giving Fund 

Mr. George Stuckey

The Tuckahoe Woman’s Club

Mrs. Quincy R. Umphlette

Urban Development Associates, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lee Valentine II 
in honor of Lissy Bryan

Virginia Community Capital

Virginia Community Development 
Corporation

Dr. and Mrs. H. Hudnall Ware III

home builder
$100–$499

Drs. John Accordino and  
Anne-Marie McCartan

Alison Auth and Tim Fratarcangelo

Alli Alligood

Anderson Heating & Air Conditioning

Anonymous (4)

Mrs. Joseph L. Antrim III

Mrs. Philip J. Bagley III

Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Bond

Mr. Howard Bos

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Bren

Edith G. Brenner

Reverend and Mrs. William Hill Brown III

Mrs. Westy Byrd

Dr. and Mrs. Charles M. Caravati, Jr.

The Honorable Betsy B. Carr 
in memory of Mary Tyler McClenahan

Elisabeth Reed Carter

Remembering the 

late Pat Asch (l), 

instrumental in 

launching BHC’s 

community social 

work program, 

with long-time 

Board Member 

Bobbie Ukrop

3HC, BHC’s junior 

board, organized 

in 2012
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Dr. John M. Barsanti

Mr. Timothy Brewster

Mr. and Mrs. Austin Brockenbrough IV

Stefan Brooks

Melissa Bruster

Mr. Keith Caleb

Lee and Kim Chen

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Cohn

Mr. and Mrs. J. Randolph V. Daniel IV

Miriam and Daniel Davidow

Ms. Ruth E. DeBoer

Mrs. Laura Kindig Dickinson

Tim and Tori Drummond

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Erickson

Mr. and Mrs. F. S. Fisher III

Mr. David C. Forrest, Jr.

Mrs. Frances B. Forsyth

Ms. Gretchen L. Friday 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Ms. Donna F. Gardner 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Mrs. Micki W. Glenn

Ms. Bridget Goggins 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Greater Richmond Partnership 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Ms. Freda Green-Bolling

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. Harmon III

Ms. Dana Henry

Mr. and Mrs. David Herring

Mr. Karl L. Huber

Impact Makers 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Thomas and Anne Innes  
in memory of Mort Gulak

Darius and Monique Johnson

Mr. Stephen Kadar, Jr.

Alban Laloum

Ms. Helen Levinson 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Bonnie K. Livick

Ms. Cyane B. Lowden

Reverend and Mrs.  
J. Fletcher Lowe, Jr.

Ms. Alison Snow McCabe

Mr. Lindsay D. McDowell

Mr. and Mrs. John L. McElroy III

Penny and Paul McPherson

Mr. and Mrs. George J. McVey

Ms. Mylene E. Melson

Dr. and Mrs. John V. Moeser 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Dr. and Mrs. Allen J. Mollen

Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Mooney 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Mr. Shashi Kiran S. Mysore

Dr. and Mrs. Nedathur Narasimhachari

Mr. John Tyler Nichols

Mr. and Mrs. N. Andre Nielsen 
in memory of John and  
Mary Tyler McClenahan

Ms. Kate Noon

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Nyfeler III

Michael D. O’Connor 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Dr. and Mrs. Anand K. Pandurangi

Ms. Diane A. Paster 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Peacock

Mrs. Greta Peters

Dr. Jaikar S. Rao

Ms. Mary Ann Ready

Mrs. Rebecca Lyons Rowe

Robert D. Rugg 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Mr. John A. Rupp and Mrs.  
Elizabeth P. Lytle-Rupp

Mr. Webb M. Smith 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Ms. Yvonne E. Spain

Mrs. Mary L. Stagg

Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Starr, Jr.

Ms. Martha Steger

Mr. and Mrs. W. Gray Stettinius

Mrs. Carolyn Street

Mrs. Patricia W. Talley 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Dr. and Mrs. E. Armistead Talman

Dr. Glenn C. Thomason

Mr. Thomas S. Thompson II

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Thomson 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Mr. and Mrs. Don G. Virgin

Julie and Paul Weissend

Mr. John D. Whitworth

Hank and Laura Williamson

Mary and Pete Witt

Mr. and Mrs. J. Terry Parsley

The Payne Family Gift Fund of Morgan 
Stanley Smith Barney GIFT Inc.

Trip Pollard and Elizabeth Outka

Preservation Advisors, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Reynolds III

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Rhodes

Mr. and Mrs. Vance G. Richardson

Richmond Friends Meeting

Richmond Metropolitan  
Habitat For Humanity, Inc.

Bill and Gale Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Robertson III

Mariah Robinson Antiques

Rutherfoord

Sands Anderson PC

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Schnell

Mr. and Mrs. R. Strother Scott

Reverend and Mrs. Robert S. Seiler

Sensei Development, LLC

Dr. and Mrs. Navin S. Shetty

Mr. Jay and Dr. Phyllis Shetty

Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Smiley, Jr.

Ms. Jane Sper

Lynn and Chip Spitzer

Christine and John Spong Foundation 
in honor of Carter and Wheat McDowell

Mr. and Mrs. C. Vernon Spratley III

Ms. Leslie Stone

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Strauss

Mr. Alan C. Stringer

Sycom Technologies 
in memory of Mort Gulak

Dr. and Mrs. Shantaram Talegaonkar

The Hilda Lewis Williams  
Revocable Trust

Mary and George Thompson

Robert and Roberta Tingle

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Toms

Alice Tousignant and Bob Adams

Unity Church

Urban Design Associates, PC

Mr. and Mrs. E. Massie Valentine, Sr.

Virginia Tradition Builders

Walter Parks Architect

Jeff and Barbara Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Williams, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Fielding L. Williams, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Williams

Ms. A. Sue Williams

Mrs. Mary Ann Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Brown Witt III

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Wright, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Zehmer

John and Bucci Zeugner

good neighbor
Up to $99

Nupa Agarwal and Amit Acharya

Willoughby and Brian Adams

Drs. Kamala and Ramesh Agarwal

Mr. David Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Amin

Anonymous

Mrs. Michael Armstrong

Ms. LaGreta Austin-Ricks

Ms. Laura Baker 
in memory of Mort Gulak

We are grateful to all donors 
who contributed via their 

workplace giving campaigns:

  Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign (#3624)

  United Way of Greater Richmond and Petersburg

  United Way Local Government & Schools (#3158)

Guests enjoy the Golden 

Hammer Awards at BHC’s 

signature event

*	 deceased 

�	Donor advised fund of The Community Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central Virginia. 

We have taken 

great care to ensure 

the accuracy and 

completeness of this 

list, and regret any 

errors or omissions. 

Should corrections 

be necessary, please 

contact Laura Dickinson 

at 804-644-0546 x118.
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For 24 years, BHC’s first President and CEO, T.K. Somanath, worked tirelessly to change lives 
and transform communities across the Richmond region. On June 30, 2013, T.K. retired, 
leaving a lasting footprint throughout our community. Upon his retirement, T.K. said:

I am overwhelmed at the outpouring of loving words and sweet memories.

It has been my privilege to serve thousands of families and seniors in our region  
and enabling them to live in decent, beautiful housing. We learned long ago  
that this housing is not just affordable – it’s inspirational. 

Twenty-five years ago, Mary Tyler McClenahan and Carter 
McDowell took the first steps by founding the Better Housing 
Coalition. They knew that housing was the foundation of 
economic prosperity. We built stronger communities from 
the bottom up by involving residents and stakeholders in 
revitalizing our neighborhoods.

The footprints that people claim I have created in Richmond 
are really a stampede by many people.  I have been fortunate 
to join with residents, public and private sector partners, 
funders, donors and civic leaders who allowed BHC to help 
change lives and transform communities.

We’ve made these steps together – sometimes we’ve slogged 
through quicksand, and other times we’ve walked on clouds – 
and together is how this work needs to continue.

Words cannot thank you all enough.  

If you wish to make a contribution to BHC in T.K.’s honor, please 
use the enclosed envelope, or visit www.betterhousingcoalition.org. 

“	The footprints that people claim  
I have created in Richmond are 
really a stampede by many people.”

2013 board of directors

T.K. Somanath 
    President & CEO 1989–2013

John McCann,  
Chair 
McCann Realty Trust

Lissy Bryan,  
Immediate Past Chair 
Community Volunteer

Laura Lafayette,  
Vice Chair 
Richmond Association 
of Realtors

Freda Green Bolling,  
Secretary 
Virginia Department of Health

Neil Amin,  
Treasurer 
Shamin Hotels

Ron Bertolini 
Genworth Financial

Philip Brooks 
CW Capital, LLC

Anthony Clary 
Virginia Supportive Housing

Laura Lee Garrett 
Hirschler Fleischer

Mark Gordon 
Bon Secours

Amy Howard, PhD 
University of Richmond

Atma Iyer 
Capital One

Monique Johnson 
Virginia Community Capital

Wheat McDowell 
Richmond Capital Management

Penny Johnson McPherson 
Wells Fargo

Doug Moran 
If You Will Lead

Walter J. O’Brien, Jr. 
Brand Builders Unlimited

Michael J. Schewel 
McGuireWoods, LLP

Rev. Dr. Sylvester T. Smith 
Good Shepherd Baptist Church

R. Scott Ukrop 
3North

Michael Whitlow 
CRT/tanaka

Greta J. Harris 
BHC President/CEO

T.K. Somanath 
BHC President/CEO  
(until June 30, 2013)

Co-founder Carter 

McDowell (l), 

Board Chairman 

John McCann and 

Immediate Past 

Chair Lissy Bryan 

present BHC’s retired 

CEO, TK Somanath, 

a resolution 

acknowledging his 

tremendous service 

to BHC and the 

Greater Richmond 

community.
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income
Contributions and Grants $1,211,553 43.52%

Real Estate Development Fees* 550,419 19.77%

Residual Property Income** 450,000 16.17%

Government Support 277,207 9.96%

Social Work Fees** 104,844 3.77%

Interest/Investment Earnings 91,647 3.29%

Other 96,209 3.46%

Consulting Fees 1,788 0.06%

$2,783,667

2012 operating 

           highlights

	 *	We did not realize approximately $300,000 in real estate development fees due to project delays. 

	**	Related to BHC’s Winchester Greens community. 

	***	Includes the transfer of Hope VI and other designated grants to Richmond Affordable Housing, our related construction entity.

	

	Note: Highlights do not reflect income and expenses from our property management related party. 

expenses
Personnel $1,253,501 41.12%

Community Social Work 693,183 22.74%

Related Party Expenses*** 399,668 13.11%

Fund Development & Marketing 252,522 8.28%

Facilities & Administration 215,733 7.08%

Professional Services 132,931 4.36%

Financial/Lease 100,972 3.31%

$3,048,510

be the  
       change

Where you live can change your life. 

With the help of community 
partners and individuals like you, 
we can create lasting change now 
and for future generations.

Your support changes everything. 

Full audited financials are available 
by contacting the Resource 

Development office at  
804-644-0546. 
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23 West Broad Street, Suite 100 
P.O. Box 12117 
Richmond, VA 23241 
(804) 644-0546 
betterhousingcoalition.org

Support BHC
We welcome your gifts to support our mission  
of changing lives and transforming communities.  
To discuss donations, pledges or planned gifts, call 

(804) 644-0546 x 119

To inquire about tours or subscriptions to our publications, call

804-644-0546 x 118

Single Family Home Sales
BHC produces attractive, affordable, eco-friendly homes for 
first-time buyers. For information, call

804-644-0546 x 110

Apartment Rentals
BHC provides affordable, eco-friendly homes for seniors, adults 
and families. For information, call

804-644-0546

Center for Neighborhood Revitalization
BHC serves as a resource for historic property renovations, 
historic tax credits and putting vacant buildings back into use.

804-644-0546 x 110


